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Healing the hurt in Brooklyn Center:
How you can help

Line 3
An Invitation to the
Conversation
By Cindy Saufferer

What is Line 3? The Blooming Grove United
Methodist Women invite you to join us on Wednesday, May 26th at 7:00 pm via Zoom. It will be a time
of gathering and opportunity to stretch our social
justice muscle as Susan Mullin leads us in conversation surrounding Line 3, what it is, the impact on
local communities and on the environment.
Susan is a United Methodist Deacon who works
as the Director of Faith Community Organizing at
Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light.
More information will be coming your way
through email, facebook and announcements. Contact Cindy Saufferer at cindy.saufferer@gmail.com
if interested.

Massacre at Sand Creek
Book Study
By Cindy Saufferer

Eighteen! That’s right, we now
have 18 who will journey together
as we read, ponder and discuss Massacre at Sand Creek. This journey,
like all others, starts with our first step and that is to
gather and organize Tuesday, May 4th, 6:30-7:30
pm at the Evangelical UMC in Waterville. We will
distribute books, set up meeting dates and create a
path that will best serve the group.
FOMO? (Fear of Missing Out) No problem,
there is still time. Just contact Pr. Kathy King at
kking5@hickorytech.net or Cindy Saufferer at
cindy.saufferer@gmail.com.

Excerpts from April 15, 2021 article by Christa
Meland, director of communications for the MN
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church.
See full article at https://www.minnesotaumc.org/
newsdetail/healing-the-hurt-in-brooklyn-center-howyou-can-help-15203677 .
On Sunday, April 11th, the Twin Cities suburb of
Brooklyn Center became known nationwide after a
police officer killed 20-year-old Daunte Wright, a
black man, during a traffic stop. Revs. Rich Zeck
and Henry Dolopei, who serve Brooklyn UMC,
and Laquaan Malachi, who serves North UMC in
Minneapolis, have been ministering to hurt and angry
congregation and community members and helping
residents whose lives and businesses have been
impacted by the response to the officer-involved
shooting. Zeck has identified several ways other
United Methodists can join them.

How you can help

Because of the situation in Brooklyn Center right
now, many of its residents are not receiving a pay
check, have had to relocate, or have lost their businesses. You can partner with Brooklyn UMC in
providing assistance by contributing to two funds
their church has set up. You may donate to either
fund by sending a check to the church (Brooklyn
UMC, 7200 Brooklyn Blvd., Brooklyn Center, MN
55429); please specify in the memo line which fund
your gift should go toward, or list both.
 The Community Needs Fund is to assist local
residents and business owners as they seek to
recover from recent losses. Money will be used
for everything from restocking shelves of local
businesses to fixing windows and doors to helping those who are unable to go to work or have
had to relocate.
 The Food Pantry Fund will provide basic items
to those unable to access them. Many residents of
Brooklyn Center—a food desert even in the best
of times—lack access to local food supplies given all that is taking place in their community.
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2021: Our Prairie Lakes Parish
Year of Focus on Kindness
Colossians 3:12 “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” (NIV)

As our year of 2021 quickly approaches the half-way mark, I’m hoping each member of our parish community
will take the opportunity to dedicate the remainder of the year to focus on how it is that each one of us can
offer kindness in our living.
Our Easter celebrations were more this year—more anticipated, more celebrated, and more prayerfully lived
as we slowly move into our new way of being the church. We know that one of our new ministries is our
weekly on-line worship service. As our virtual presence continues to evolve, I ask your prayers for this new
ministry. If you have suggestions on ways that our online worship might be more, I’d like to hear them.
We have and continue to be in the midst of change. Some of us don’t appreciate change while some are
energized by the possibilities change creates. I understand there is pain in change. But, like the butterfly that
trusts the Creator—may each one of us trust that God is moving through our midst and holding our churches
in these days.
We know that COVID is not our past. We hear of the variants that continue to spike numbers in our younger
population. Many of us are happy to say we are vaccinated and feel a little safer being in our sanctuaries. We
still offer one another grace and wear our masks to follow MN Health Department guidelines but we also
honor one another’s opinions. Our worship services are less than an hour. Is an hour too long to be a visual
reminder of kindness?
Our Leadership Team meets on the evening that I write this. Know that the team is willing to listen to each
member’s concerns and suggestions. Also know that it has always been and will continue to be the good of
the entire parish that leads their decisions. I am grateful for their willingness to do the work of the church.
Please continue to hold them in prayer.
A few Sundays ago, my in-person message was about how God blesses each of us with gifts and talents.
The church cannot survive without our willingness to share that which God blessed us with (gifts and talents)
—each is a unique child of God. It is my hope that each one of us has the courage to do the work of the church
from our unique perspectives. Know that your Pastor encourages you! Let each one of us grant one another
the grace to make mistakes and the time to try. If what we try fails, then we’ll try something new. Listen for
that God-voice telling you how you may be called to serve. The rest of us are here to kindly cheer you on!

Pastor Kathy
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Samantha Lustig
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Lacey Spinler
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Mary Karsten
Tanecka Poe

March 29—April 26, 2021

General Budget Income
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Michael Janke
Allison Jesse
Brandon Martin
Jim Karsten
Mya Gasner
Brittany Kosel
Cody Yule

Expenses
Excel Energy
Cleaning
Loan Interest
Total Expenses

Dick & Trudi Fisher on May 14th.

Parament Colors
May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

White
White
White
Red
White

Waterville
Evangelical UMC
Garage Sale
To Benefit VBS
For the last several years (unfortunately excluding
last year), we have had a garage sale at our church
during Waterville City Wide Garage Sales. This
year that garage sale will be held on May 15 at the
EUM Church. All proceeds will go towards VBS
expenses.
Start saving your items you would like to donate
and please have them to the church by Friday the
14th marked with a suggested price. If you would
like your items back if they don’t sell, please put a
note on the items.

Thank You for Ongoing Clean-Up
Thank you to Ken Harren and to the trustees and volunteers who provide clean-up of our sanctuary after
each week’s important construction work is done. It
is no small task to address the construction dust - we
appreciate that you make things spotless for our Sunday morning worship!
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$ 3,085.00

Restoration
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Food Shelf

$ 150.00
15.00
40.00

From the Heart

By Brad Saufferer
I’ve mentioned Benny
before when talking about the
Church addition. Benny was
foreman on the crew that framed
and sheeted the addition. I like
Benny, hard worker,
conscientious, and a good leader
for his crew. From what I have
heard, Benny has had
misfortunes in his life that have
tested him and could have made
him a very cynical individual.
During construction, the
building site was robbed. Fourthirty on a Sunday afternoon,
individuals stopped and loaded up tools and lumber
and drove away. Fortunately, the Waseca Sheriffs
Department had installed a camera on site and by
Monday morning the individuals had been identified
and the items had been recovered.
I told Benny on Monday about the incident and he
checked and agreed items were missing. When I told
him what the Sheriff’s department had done, he was
impressed and grateful. Most would have left it at that
and moved on. Benny did not, he fabricated the
beautiful cross pictured and dropped it off at the
church recently. I believe that Benny having troubles
in his life and realizing how important receiving help
is decided to express his appreciation. I believe it
came from the heart.

Honoring Our Graduates

Mikayla Janke

Mason Nagel

Join Us For A Party
Honoring
Mikayla Janke
And
Mason Nagel
May 29th
11:00 am to 3:00 pm
At the Janke Farm
3946 NW 57th Avenue
Owatonna, MN
Mikayla Janke and Mason Nagel are graduating from Medford High School. Mikayla plans to attend South
Dakota State University in Brookings, SD & major in Ag Education. She’s currently employed at Kwik Trip
before leaving for college in the fall. She also helps with the family farming business.
Mason Nagel plans on attending South Dakota State University in the fall with an interest in food science. If
you are unable to attend the graduation party, cards can be sent to 6500 NW 66th street, Medford, MN 55049.

College Grads
Mikayla Spinler graduates

Magna Cum Laude on May 8th from
Iowa State in Ames, Iowa, with a
major in Animal Science. She will
be attending Kansas State University
to get her master’s in applied swine
nutrition.

Callie Nagel graduates May 8th

Summa Cum Laude from Mankato
Sate University with a bachelor of
science in nursing.

Easter Morning at
Blooming Grove
We want to thank everyone who
ordered flowers for our sanctuary
for Easter Sunday in honor or in
memory of someone special in
their lives. It was so good to be
able to gather in-person again and
see the lovely array of flowers.
Thanks to Carolyn and Michael
Kanne, Marlis and Judy Mahler
and Chery Southworth who
decorated the altar for Easter
morning. Below are the donors
and the loved ones they are
honoring.
Dave & Sheryl Brisel
In Memory of Charlie & Berniece Brisel
In Memory of Betty Brisel Koppin
In Memory of John & Margaret Schmidt
Chuck & Linda Danks
In Memory of Martha Bates
In Memory of Kenneth & Opal Danks
In Memory of Janice Haefner
In Memory of Kenneth & Elaine Losee
In Memory of M.H. & Genevieve Losee
Jerry & Patti Ellingson
In Honor of our BGUMC Family Back
in Church
In Memory of Luther Ellingson
In Memory of Bill & Marvyl Patton
In Memory of Ruby and Fred Swansen
Brian & Carolyn Kanne
In Memory of Leona Nelson
Faye Kanne
In Memory of Harold Kanne
Carol Karsten
In Memory of Don Karsten
In Memory of Cindy Karsten
In Memory of Kenny Karsten

Kathy & Jerry King
In Honor of Dee Bruce
In Memory of Jim King
Bonnie Lima
In Memory of Mario Lima
In Memory of Jess & Nora Saufferer
Keith & Lauri Remund
In Memory of Curtis Remund
In Memory of Don & Florence
Remund
Amanda & Theresa Riecke
In Memory of Mildred Josephson
Jim & Chery Southworth
In Memory of Roger & Glorene
Southworth
In Memory of LaVern & Vida Wendt
Brad & Tracie Spinler & Family
In Memory of Harold & Leona Minske
In Memory of Harold & Eleanor
Saufferer
In Memory of Marissa Spinler

God with Us, God in Us, God through Us
Stories from the Steeples: BGUMC Past and Present
Excerpts from a note received from Charles Duane Parrish
Charles Duane Parrish here—one of the Parrish clan. As you see, we are
in Wisconsin but many years ago (when in MN) we purchased our burial site
and stone at our “old” church—as well as our stone in place.
We are now able to go to our church on Sundays—all masked and
spaced—but we’re there! We very often get your service on our Apple plus
our own.
Just a note—I was there when they rolled our church down the road to join up with BG church. Dad even
had our Allis Chalmers over there for some work. Congrats on the new addition.

Incarnate Emmanuel, God with Us, God in Us, God through Us
In these days of the pandemic, while we are limited in our ability to connect in-person, it becomes easy to
lose sight of God’s goodness that continues to surround us. In times like these, story-telling becomes a life
-line…a candle that helps illuminate the darkness…a message of God, and from God, that brings hope.
In that spirit, we invite you, throughout 2021, to join in a story-telling adventure and share your
“Stories from the Steeples: BGUMC Past and Present”! We look forward to hearing your memories of
where have you seen God’s Spirit, and God’s people, working and moving, laughing and weeping, caring
and sharing - in our midst, or moving out into the world from our twin steeples.
We invite you to jot down your “Stories from the Steeples - BGUMC Past and Present” - and email
them to Judy Mahler (hcjm@charter.net) or Chery Southworth (CherySouth@gmail.com). They can be
stories from years ago, or from as recently as yesterday! They can be random short snippets or fullfledged descriptions of events. Chery and Judy will pull them together to share them here in the Visitor in
the months ahead as reminders of God’s ongoing presence - with us, in us, and through us - even in the
midst of a pandemic. Thank you.

Building Update
The Back Wall
By Brad Saufferer
The back wall of the sanctuary has had two stain
glass windows removed, a lift door cut in, and the
1970 era paneling removed. It needs a little work.
After consulting with two gentlemen familiar with
sheetrock and wall coverings, it has been determined
that removing the plaster and sheet rocking over the
remaining lath is the best course of action. This will be
the most cost effective, albeit a big mess. Consulting with other Trustees, it was determined that strong backs
and five-gallon buckets are the best way to take away the mess. Every farmer knows the five-gallon bucket, it
is used to haul water to the calves, feed to any animal you cannot feed with a fork or skid steer, and many other
strenuous jobs on the farm. I harkened back to my father’s words who told me many times that “I was built for
any job that required a size four hat and forty-four suit coat”. My father knew how to heap on the praise. My
point is, while I know of no one in the congregation with a size four hat, I know of many with size forty-four
suit coats and many fit young ladies. We will get it done.
In other construction news, the electricians are close to finishing with pulling wire and the windows are
not in. Continued prayers for the windows being delivered are greatly appreciated. Prayers for strong backs
and willing hands would be nice also.

Please pray for the following
persons and situations shared
publicly within our community of BGUMC in the past
month.













Lindsay, daughter-in-law of Chuck and Linda
Danks, as she recovers from two surgeries in
April and works with doctors to determine the
best way forward.
Prayers of recovery for Pastor Kathy’s mom, Dee,
who was hospitalized in Mankato after a fall and
has been undergoing rehab to regain strength prior to her return home with Pastor Kathy and Jerry.
Jack, brother of Char Frankenberry, who has been
hospitalized with COVID.
Harley, brother of Marlis Mahler, as he continues
his journey with an aggressive form of cancer and
is also recovering from pneumonia.
The Lauwers family of Owatonna, as they mourn
the loss of their son Dylan, age 15, who passed
away unexpectedly at home.
Elizabeth, daughter of Chuck and Linda Danks,
who is now in remission after undergoing chemotherapy!
Elana and Michael (Chuck and Linda Dank’s
daughter and son-in-law), who mourn the loss of
their baby boy.
Cindy Saufferer’s mom as she deals with health
issues.
Linda Saufferer (Curt’s wife) who recently had
gall bladder surgery.
All in our circle of family, friends, neighbors,
communities—as we continue living in the pandemic.

Prairie Lakes Parish
Leadership Team
April 26, 2021 Meeting
Topic: Our Ongoing Ministry in
Times of COVID
Our Prairie Lakes Parish Leadership Team is made up
of Pastor Kathy and the Council Chair + Pastor Parish
Committee members from each of our three churches,
Blooming Grove, Janesville, and Waterville UMCs.
We gather in virtual community on a regular basis to
reflect on the ministry of our parish as a whole and
the best ways we can support the members of our respective congregations and Pastor Kathy. This month,
our focus was “Ongoing Ministry in Times of
COVID” in which we reviewed recent updates from
the Waseca County Health Department, the CDC, and
the MN Conference of the UMC, and made forward-

moving adjustments to our parish COVID-19 process.
We are thankful to see the difference that vaccinations
are making and look to the future with hope.

Discussion Item #1: Making Hymnals &
Bibles available in the pews

Pastor Kathy informed us that she has had communication with the Waseca Co. Health Dept. regarding
spread of the Corona Virus through surfaces. They
felt that since we now know that there is less likely to
be spreading of the virus on surfaces, hymnals and
Bibles can be made available to church guests. They
do suggest that hymnals and Bibles only be shared
within a family unit at each weekly use. By general
consensus the team felt we would make hymnals and
Bibles available in JV and WV churches at this time.
Per recommendation of the folks in Sunday morning
worship at BG, BG will stay with hymn words printed
in their bulletin at this time due to ongoing construction dust.

Discussion Item #2: Communion

The Waseca Co. Health Dept. does not recommend
the sharing of food at gatherings however, an exception can be made to allow for communion as long as
masks are worn with a quick removal or lifting to partake of the elements. By general consensus the team
felt that we could make communion available again
starting in June. We will use the individual packets
with the wafer and juice in a single unit. We will also
suggest that they be disbursed in individual plastic
bags to allow for more sanitary distribution as well as
to contain the packet after use so that we will have
less spillage and clutter to pick up. We will be sure to
have garbage containers available in each sanctuary.

FYI: Masks

To be inclusive and welcoming of both members and
guests who may worship with us in our sanctuaries on
Sunday mornings - and to provide a safe gathering
space for all - we will continue to follow guidelines
for gathering in public places - and wear masks.

Discussion Item #3: Online Ministry
Expenses

Since our online Ministry is a parish endeavor, it was
agreed by the team that the expenses should be split
by all three churches. The cost of our CCLI (music
and streaming licensing) is already split equally. We
felt that the cost of the musicians supporting online
worship should also be split equally. We will pay a
person to play piano $35 per week and that expense
will be divided by the three churches since it is a parish wide ministry.

2021 Love Offering
Feeding the Hungry/Ministering to Migrants
Each year, churches in the MN Annual Conference
take a Love Offering for missions in conjunction
with our Annual Conference Session. The theme of
the 2021 Annual Conference—taking place June 22
-24—is “Jesus. Waymaker.” The Love Offering
provides the opportunity to experience the joy of
doing way-making work with Jesus—feeding the
hungry, reaching out to the migrant, and providing
ongoing opportunities to touch lives with God’s
compassion and grace. Bishop David Bard invites
congregations to pray about and participate in the
Love Offering as a generous expression of God’s
wild and extravagant love. Funds from this year’s
offering will to go to recipients, as described below.
We invite you to be part of this mission! Please
make your contributions by Sunday, June 13th—
to Blooming Grove UMC - and include a note in
the memo line or envelope indicating “Love
Offering”.
You may place your contribution in our Sunday
morning offering or mail it to Blooming Grove
UMC, PO Box 171, Medford, MN 55049-0171.
The Methodist Border Friendship Commission
Recipient of 50 percent of 2021 Love Offering
The Methodist Border Friendship Commission (MBFC) is a ministry of the El Valle District of
the Rio Texas Conference of the UMC. It supports a
number of immigrant and refugee service organizations along the Texas border. One such organization is La Posada Provencia shelter in San Benito,
Texas. For over 30 years, La Posada Provencia has
served individuals and families who flee to the
United States due to political oppression, natural
disaster, and other life-threatening actions in their
native countries. Currently it provides housing,
English lessons, and life skill classes for six-12
months to about 24 people who are awaiting resolutions to their legal cases. These clients also receive
assistance navigating paperwork and the complex
immigration process. School-age children are enrolled in local schools so they don’t fall behind in
their education. Due to a recent influx of immigrants, La Posada is also helping more than 20 newly arrived immigrants and asylum seekers per day
with meals and shelter before they continue to their
destination. La Posada provides them with backpacks, clothing, snacks, and children’s activities for
the final leg of their journey.

Funds from the Love Offering will help provide supplies, shelter, and transportation for both the longterm and short-term clients.
Ruby’s Pantry host churches
Recipient of 20 percent of 2021 Love Offering
Albert Lea UMC, First UMC (the Coppertop) in
Duluth, and Forest Hills UMC in Forest Lake each
host monthly Ruby’s Pantry grocery distributions at
their churches as a way to live out Jesus’ call to feed
the hungry and love our neighbor. For a $20 donation
used to cover food storage and transportation, each
guest receives an abundance of high-quality grocery
items. Between the three churches, groceries are provided to about 750 households each month. This portion of the 2021 Love Offering will be shared by the
three churches and will be used to purchase supplies
needed to facilitate the distribution and to pay for
shares for families who are unable to pay the $20.
Matthew 25 food distribution
Recipient of 20 percent of 2021 Love Offering
Originating at Spirit River Community UMC in Isanti
12 years ago, this food distribution ministry has been
relaunched as a partnership between Spirit River, the
Spirit River Foundation, and Coon Rapids UMC.
Matthew 25 is based on Jesus’ words: “Whatever
you did for the least of these, you did for me.” Once
a month, groceries sourced from corporate and
community partners are prepared by volunteers and
distributed to everyone who comes, no questions
asked. Currently, groceries are freely given to 600800 families per month. Soon, a second location in
partnership with St. Andrew Lutheran Church in East
Bethel will serve even more people. This portion of
the Love Offering will be go towards the purchase of
storage shelves, a pallet jack, refrigerators, and packaging materials so that Matthew 25 can expand its
ministry.
Volunteers in Mission (VIM) scholarships
Recipient of 10 percent of 2021 Love Offering
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission
(VIM) participants of every age serve in all 50 states
and more than 100 countries. Most teams from Minnesota spend up to two weeks working on hands-on
projects in construction, disaster response, teaching,
health care, and packing supplies for overseas shipment. Team members pay their own way. Every year,
10 percent of the Love Offering goes to help offset
the cost for first-time participants.
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Life is better because of all the kind
things you do!
You don’t need fame or fortune to be special;
You were born that way.
And in more ways than you think, touching more lives than you realize,
You’re not just important, you’re essential.
No wonder every single day, someone give thanks for your kindness.

