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In-Person  

Holy Communion   

Sunday July 4th 
 

We are excited to announce that 

in-person Holy Communion is 

now be offered on the first Sunday of each month.  

We will use individual/disposable communion 

packets - to be picked up at back of the church 

upon entering the sanctuary.  Please dispose of 

the packets in the garbage can available at the 

back of the church upon exiting the sanctuary.   

 

 
Hymnals are Back for  

Sunday Worship 
 

     Thanks to the hard work 

of so many Minnesotans in 

the fight against COVID-19 - and the resulting 

improvements in COVID positivity rates, we are 

pleased to announce that we are taking the next 

step toward normalcy and will return to using 

hymnals during Sunday morning worship, begin-

ning in July!   

     Due to ongoing dust related to construction, 

hymnals will be stored in plastic bins at the back 

of the church rather than in the pews.  There will 

be a bin for the red United Methodist hymnals 

and a bin for the black Faith We Sing hymnals.  

Each Sunday, please pick up a bulletin, check for 

the hymns included in the worship service, and 

then pick up one or both hymnals as needed.  At 

the end of the service, please place the hymnals 

back in their respective bins.   

     This will be a great way to return to our full 

congregational singing voice - holding the be-

loved hymnals in hand and singing the melody/

parts and lyrics from their familiar pages!  Thank 

you to Chery Southworth for all of her time and 

effort these past three months in transcribing and 

printing the hymn lyrics/music in the bulletins.  

 

July Calendar 
 

July 4 8:15 am  Holy Communion Service 
July 8 7:00 pm  UMW at Char’s 
July 15 6:00 pm  “Brew & Bible” at the  
     Half-Pint  Brewery 
 

 

“Brew and Bible” 
At Half-Pint Brewing Company 

 
6:00 P.M. - Thursday, July 15, 2021 

Gather at the big table reserved for this group 
Wrap-Up will be around 7:15 or 7:30 

 
Once-a-month opportunity to join as families and 
friends in a new way to consider faith through fun, 

fellowship, and food!  Hosted by Pastor Kathy King, 
we gather together to enjoy each other’s company, 
as well as a guided discussion - with a new faith 
topic each time we gather - based on the resource 

“Pub Theology”.  
 

Sponsored by churches of the Prairie Lakes Parish: 
 Blooming Grove, Janesville, and Waterville Evan-

gelical UMCs 
 

Half-Pint Brewing has craft beer and root beer avail-
able.  Upon arrival, you can also order pizza to be 
delivered from neighboring Pleasant Grove Pizza 

Farm. 
 

For more information, contact  
Pastor Kathy King @ 507-382-2483 

kking5@hickorytech.net   

 
https://halfpintbrew.com 

40099 150th Street 
Waseca, MN   56093 

507-461-9235 

mailto:kking5@hickorytech.net
https://halfpintbrew.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you were present in worship or listened to our online service for the final Sunday in June, you 
heard my confession that I avoid conversations around stewardship. After all, isn’t our financial 
business just that—our business? But in 2 Corinthians 8, we hear Paul’s urging to excel in gracious 
giving. Paul is aware that not each one has the same assets: “give according to what you have, not 
what you don’t have”. Paul also asks that we followers of Jesus, give generously, willingly, and 
eagerly so that we are blessed with hearts that can appreciate giving and the joy it can be and lead 
to for each of us.  
 
Many in our parish experienced the sadness of not gathering in community to worship during the 
COVID lockdown. Yet, you held to your practice of supporting your church and our missions.   
Beginning in July, our parish will again take a monthly “noisy can” offering to support the 
Kamisamba Farm in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. They are doing wonderful work.    
You can see their work on their Facebook page.  
 
God continues to work through the gifts and talents of our members. In a recent Blooming Grove 
Board Council meeting, Cindy Saufferer was lifted up and accepted the position of coordinating 
justice learning in our parish. As the Waterville and Janesville Board Councils meet, we will have 
the opportunity to welcome Cindy’s work and move that our parish be blessed by her leadership as 
we have opportunities to gather in small groups to learn more about justice in all ways. Please, join 
me in thanking Cindy for her leadership! Our parish book study “The Sand Creek Massacre” con-
tinues with the next meeting happening at 6:30 on June 29th. It is a deep and difficult read at times. 
The group discusses the chapters that were focused on for the meeting time at the beginning and 
the remaining discussion is around how we can live into a better understanding of how we can 
walk alongside our Native brothers and sisters who—for so long—have been marginalized.       
Everyone is welcome at the meetings—whether you’ve read the chapters or not! We meet from 
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at Waterville EUMC. 
 
As I write this, I hear the rain on our roof. What a blessing. I had the joy of taking 1-year-old Milo 
out in the rain this morning. The joy on his face and his giggles as we played in the rain filled my 
heart with the joy of life. How can we be better stewards of our time so that each child of God 
knows moments of joy? I pray that you get time to play in the rain.  
 
Live kindness! 

 

          Pastor Kathy 

Colossians 3:15 NIV 
Since you excel in so many ways—in your faith, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, 

and your love from us—I want you to excel also in the gracious act of giving. 

    

Excel at Giving 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy Anniversary  

 
21 Mike & Allison Janke 
25 Doug & Mary Wilkowske 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

May 21—June 26, 2021 
 

 

General Budget Income          $  3,977.00 

 
 

Expenses 
 
 

 Excel Energy 62.88 
 Century Link  50.78 
 Lawn services 980.00 
 PO Box Rental 56.00
 Loan Interest 738.60 
 Total Budget Expenses                    $ 1,149.66 
 
 

(Net Income:  




Other Income Received 
 Restoration 1,035.00 
 Cemetery 100.00 
 Love Offering 200.00 
 Visitor 15.00 
 Sale of Hay 375.00 
 
Building Addition 
 Restoration Fund Balance $33,742.19 
 Building Addition Loan  
    Balance to date $212,478.00 
 Monthly Loan Payment $2,585.00 
   

1 Tena Harren 

2 Bowen Spinler 

3 Gerald Morgan 

5 Parker Nelson 

5 Lois Hamilton 

6 Samuel Kanne 

7 Dawn Yule 

7 Alexys Lustig 

9 Alexandra Martin 

13 Linda Danks 

14 Mason Nagel 

14 Regan Poe 

15 Lenore Poole 

16 Tess VanZuilen 

18 Greg Poe 

20 Holly Nagel 

20 Sharon Nelson 

26 Ben Fyvie 

27 Ashley Loken 

28 Stephanie Neuhaus 

28 Ryan Saufferer 

30 Mikayla Spinler 

31 Robert Nelson 

 

Parament Colors 
 

The parament color for July is green 

     Harley Mahler, 68 of Hibbing, passed away June 13th, 2021. Harley was born 
Aug 3rd, 1952, to Glenn and Alice Mahler, in Waseca, MN. He grew up on the 
family dairy farm. Upon graduating from University of Minnesota Southern School 
of Agriculture in 1970, Harley enlisted in the U.S. Air Force. Assigned to Airborne 
Missile Maintenance Squadrons, and stationed with the 319th Bomb Wing, Harley 
distinguished himself with many awards for excellence. He joined the 474th Tacti-
cal Fighter Squadron to finish his 2nd enlistment. Harley served his country from 
1970-1977. 
     Upon discharge from the USAF, Harley attended the RCC RN program, later 
finishing a Bachelor’s Degree at WSU. He worked in the Medical ICU at St. 
Mary’s, before transferring to the Emergency Trauma unit there. Harley married 
Sherry Fabry in 1979, and they enjoyed nearly 42 years together. In 1992, Harley, 

Sherry, sons Greg and Steven, and 10 rambunctious sled dogs, moved to 35 acres of woods south of Hibbing. 
There, they cleared a spot for the log home they would all work hard to build. The sled dog kennel grew to 42 
dogs at one point! Many a mile was spent on the back of a dogsled in the dead of night, on trips to the BWCA, 
or on mid distance runs just for fun. 
     Harley worked in the ICU, ER, and OR at Hibbing Hospital. He spent his final 10 years of RN career teach-
ing at HCC, retiring in 2013. Harley then worked as a home inspector alongside his son Greg, until retiring 
again in 2019.  
     He enjoyed woodworking, rustic furniture and log building, gardening of all kinds, and being outside or on 
the water. He made and donated many wood crafted items to local charities and events.  Most recently, motor-
cycling became a first love for both Harley and Sherry.  
     Harley is survived by his wife Sherry, sons Greg and Steven, daughters Tamara and Lisa, granddaughters 
Annika, Ella, and Teilor, sister Marlis (Waseca, MN), and numerous aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and in-
laws. He is preceded in death by parents Glenn and Alice Mahler, infant son David Joseph, and father-in-law 
Mike Fabry. Funeral services were held, June 17th at North Wind Church in Keewatin.  

 



Please pray for the following 
persons and situations shared   
publicly within our commu-
nity of BGUMC in the past 

month. 

 Ken Harren - as he continues in his recovery from 
knee surgery. 

 Jo Beth, young grand-daughter of Norm Witt 
(former pastor at BGUMC) who is back home 
after an almost 2-week heartbreaking ordeal in the 
hospital (and 9 months prior of not knowing why 
she was sick) - who was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor that was pressing on her spinal cord.  Pray-
ers of thanks for her medical staff who found the 
tumor, determined it was benign, and were able to 
remove it.  Prayers of thanks for her therapists 
who are helping her on the way to recovery.   

 The family of Ron Skala, who passed away in 
June.  Ron was a co-employee of our BGUMC 
members who work at Federated Insurance.  He 
had been hospitalized in Rochester for many 
weeks, critically ill with COVID-19.   

 Marge, Cindy Saufferer’s mom, whose is experi-
encing ongoing health concerns.     

 Pastor Kathy’s mom, Dee - and all of Dee’s fami-
ly - as Dee has now entered hospice care at Whis-
pering Creek, the skilled nursing care facility in 
Janesville, MN.   Also pray for the hospice staff 
who hold Dee in their tender care.  

 The family of Terry Lee Lundgren, age 59 of   
Janesville, who passed away at his home follow-
ing a three-year battle with cancer.  Terry was 
close friends of Pastor Kathy’s family - and    
Pastor Kathy led a private memorial service for 
Terry’s family.  

 Del, of Janesville United Methodist Church, 
whose cancer has returned.  Hold Del, his family, 
and his doctors in your prayers, as he faces a new 
round of surgery and radiation. 

 Prayers of thanks for all Minnesotans who have 
worked so hard in the battle against COVID-19, 
resulting in phenomenal reduction of COVID  
cases in MN -- giving us all the ability to once 
again be with family and friends in the celebration 

of summer with significantly reduced concern for 
contracting and/or spreading the virus.   

 Traveling mercies - and traveling joys - for all 
who are vacationing this summer.   

 All persons affected in the building collapse in 
Florida - as well as their friends and families.  We 
pray for those who have survived, those who are 
critically injured, those who remain missing, those 
who have lost their lives, and those who are work-
ing around the clock in rescue and recovery efforts 
in dangerous circumstances.   

 For the 5 persons killed in the hot air balloon 
crash in Albuquerque, New Mexico - their friends, 
and their families. 

 For all impacted by the ongoing gun violence in 
the United States. 

 The resurgence of new COVID-19 variations and 
all who are working to hold them in check. 

 All in our faith community who privately hold 
heavy concerns in their hearts.  Help us to reflect 
God’s love and care through our words and deeds 
that they may know BGUMC as a place of solace, 
comfort, and trust. 

 
 

       In Smpathy 
 

James Michael Thibodeau, 
age 72, of St. Paul, passed 
away on June 20th.  James is 
the spouse of Roxanne Con-
don, whose mom, Ethel, lives 
just up the road from Bloom-
ing Grove UMC.  In the past, 
Roxanne had shared stories 
with us about her work at the 
United Methodist agency - 
Emma Norton Services - dur-

ing a Sunday morning worship service. 
 
 

UMW Meeting 
 
For all the women of the Church, 
we will be having our 1st United 
Methodist Women of Blooming 
Grove meeting on July 8, starting at 7:00 pm at the 
home of Char Frankenberry in Waseca. All women of 
the BGUMC are welcome to attend. The address is 
517 3rd Avenue SE. We would love to have you 
come! We have a lot to discuss about the upcoming 
events  at our Church.   
 
This year’s Blooming Grove UMW Scholarship was 
awarded to Chloe Van Ryn.  

Note from Pastor Kathy King: 
Please call or text me if you would like me to visit or 
if there is a prayer concern that you prefer to keep 
private. We are a community strengthened by the 
power of prayer. We are stronger when we intercede 
on the behalf of our brothers and sisters in the faith. 
Please know that does not mean your name needs to 
be on a public prayer list. It means that your Pastor 
can pray for you and help you in any way you define.  

 



The Joy of Sheet Rock 
 

   By Brad Saufferer 
 
  Buzzy Brady came to church and sheet rocked the 
back wall of the sanctuary.  Buzzy is the son of 
Buzz and Carla Brady, grew up five miles east of 
the church, went to school in Medford. I think he 
has six kids; I lost count.  Buzzy works for Owaton-
na Public Utilities.  He can build anything and fix 
most everything.  I grew up with his mom and dad 
and it felt good using someone local to do the work.  
He also gave us a great price.  Three volunteers 
from church showed up after he got off work and 
helped, it went quickly, and it looks great.  It will 
probably be two more weeks before taping and 
sanding is finished.   We have good people here. 

 
 
     The siding is on the 

addition, almost all the 

windows are installed, 

and insulation and sheet 

rocking will start after the 

Fourth of July.  We are 

getting many compli-

ments from friends and 

neighbors.  Stop by, join 

us for worship and take a 

look.   

BGUMC Building Project - We Need Your Help!   
 

For years, we have dreamed of creating an accessible entryway at BGUMC that provides inclusion for all who 
gather to soak in stories of God’s love, and that safely sends us back into the world to carry that love, care, 
and inclusion to others.  We are seeing exciting progress - made by our building contractors, as well as local 
craftsmen and women, and our own BGUMC Trustees.  We thank them for their commitment to this project. 
 
We’re now at the point where we actively need your help!   We invite, encourage, and welcome you to be-
come part of the village that makes our addition a reality by joining in the following:   
 Contact Brad Saufferer to help with weekly construction dust clean-up each Saturday at 9:00 A.M.  (Due 

to Ken Herran’s knee-surgery, this work is being done by BGUMC volunteers, led by Brad Saufferer.) 
 Contact Pastor Kathy King to become part of a brainstorming team for fund-raising events and activities 

to be carried out by the congregation. 
 Support the building project with your ongoing donations - mailed to BGUMC at PO Box 171, Medford, 

MN   55049-0171.  Enter “Restoration Fund” in the memo line. 

 

 



What is a Deaconess? 
By Cindy Saufferer 

 

Are you going to be a Methodist 
nun?  Leave it to my daughter Amy 
to cut to the chase when I shared 
with her that I had been  accepted as 

a Candidate for Deaconess.  My explanation ensued 
and she simply replied, “Cool”. 
 

Some of you may have been following my exploits of 
Doctrine of Polity and Old Testament classes and 
wondering “What is a Deaconess?” and that is a very 
good question. The majority of United Methodists are 
unfamiliar with the term and currently, there is only 
five Deaconess’ and one Home Missioner in Minne-
sota. Wait-Home Missioner?!!!  I get it, so here goes! 
 

Deaconesses are laywomen and home missioners are 
laymen who have answered God’s call and feel led by 
the Holy Spirit to dedicate themselves to  lifetime 
ministry, are approved through a process established 
by United Methodist Women, consecrated and com-
missioned.  The Deaconesses’ and Home Missioners’ 
commission is to a continuing relationship with The 
United Methodist Church through United Methodist 
Women. The act of commissioning is an outward and 
visible sign that deaconesses and home missioners are 
being sent into the world on behalf of and under the 
authority of the church, as representatives of the 
church’s love and concern.  
 

The early deaconess movement in the United Meth-
odist tradition was built on a strong heritage of activ-
ism and social renewal in denominational work and  
in partnership with secular organizations. A strong 
motivation in the early deaconess movement was the 
desire to meet the physical and spiritual needs of  
people marginalized by society: individuals/families 
in isolated places such as coal-mining areas; immi-
grants and migrants in inner cities; persons facing  
discrimination, especially those most neglected, such 
as women and children. From the beginning of the 
deaconess movement, deaconesses worked in the 
margins of society; today they still engage in cutting-
edge ministries. God’s presence is still found on the 
edges of society where deaconesses and home mis-
sioners continue to join the struggle to promote    
healing and overcome injustice.  
 

As for me, I am called to the ministries of Love,    
Justice, and Service and hope to serve the Prairie 
Lakes Parrish to that end.  I will complete my educa-
tion with a Methodist History class in July and a New 
Testament class in October. The next step would be 
Consecration at General Conference in September, 
2022 and Commissioning at the Minnesota Annual 
Conference, 2023. 
 

Thank you for your support and prayers on this    
journey. 

Mission u 
By Cindy Saufferer 

 
Each year, United Methodist 
Women provide, lead and 
participate in transformative 
educational experiences at 
Mission u events.  These 
events are centered around 

Mission u curricula that are designed to motivate, 
inform, and enrich our commitment to global minis-
try.  For 2021 events, Minnesota United Methodist 
Women have gone virtual. We invite you to join us 
as we come together in community to worship and 
learn.   
 
July 16-18th: “Bearing Witness in 
the Kin-dom:  Living into the 
Church’s Moral Witness through 
Radical Discipleship” written by 
Darryl W. Stephens will be our fo-
cus.  In Jesus’ own words, he came 
to bring good news to the poor, release the captives, 
restore sight to the blind, and to let the oppressed go 
free.  What is the responsibility of the church to fol-
low Christ’s example in word and deed?  While 
these times might feel particularly turbulent, society 
has always confronted the church with challenging 
issues where she has had to discern how God was 
calling her.  The church’s track record in these mo-
ments is far from perfect.  The purpose of this study 
is to help the church and it members discern our 
call and bear witness to the will of God for a more 
just world. 

 
August 6-8:  Finding Peace in an 
Anxious World, the 2021 Spiritu-
al Growth Study by staff of the 
Urban Village Church, uses the 
book of Proverbs and the “The 
Serenity Prayer” as a guide to 
help us find our way through anx-

iety, worry, and fear and move towards God’s 
peace that surpasses all understanding.  Using “The 
Serenity Prayer” as a scaffold, Finding Peace in an 
Anxious World explores ways to discover peace 
through scriptural and spiritual disciplines so that 
we can be rooted in God and energized to live fully 
as disciples of Christ. 
 
I invite you to join United Methodist Women from 
around the state for these studies. Register online at 
www.mnconfumw.com or contact Cindy Saufferer 
at 507-363-9380. 

  

 

http://www.mnconfumw.com


 

By: Christa Meland, director of communications for 
the MN Annual Conference of the United Methodist 
Church.  See “live” version of this article at the link 
below, including links to articles, resources, wor-
ship. https://www.minnesotaumc.org/
newsdetail/2021-conference-highlights-to-share-with
-your-church-15288612  
 

Theme: Drawing on Matthew 11:30, the theme was 
“Jesus. Waymaker.” We were reminded that when 
we have lost our way or there seems to be no way, 
Jesus makes a way by inviting us to “come, follow 
me.” 
 

Hybrid session: This year, two days of Annual Con-
ference took place virtually via Zoom webinar, and 
attendees spent one day gathered in small groups at 
local church host sites across MN. On the in-person 
day, they live streamed morning worship, and heard 
a presentation about a “Journey Toward Vitality” 
map. 
 

Racial justice resolution: By a vote of 313-28, An-
nual Conference members voted to adopt a resolu-
tion that all congregations in the Minnesota Annual 
Conference join in the work of dismantling racism, 
opposing white supremacy, and advocating for racial 
justice. The resolution was submitted by five confer-
ence teams, and before voting on it, members en-
gaged in 30 minutes of “holy conferencing” to dis-
cuss it.  
   

Bishop’s Episcopal Address: Since he was a boy, 
Bishop David Bard said he has been taken with the 
idea of new places and has loved maps. In his inau-
gural Episcopal Address, drawing on Mark 7: 24-30, 
he explored four lessons we can interpret from that 
text for the work of the church and our work as the 
Minnesota Conference: 1. Maps are both helpful and 
limited. 2. Lean into trauma. 3. Embrace new learn-
ing and be willing to cross boundaries. 4. Healing 
space is often created out of broken hearts. He point-
ed out that we have been working with a Journey 
Toward Vitality map as we navigate our future, and 
acknowledge that we are sure to encounter some un-

expected challenges along the way. “And yet...we go 
this way together, welcoming any who will walk 
with us,” he said.    
 

Teaching session with Rev. Rachel Billups: In a two-
part teaching session, Rev. Rachel Billups—lead 
pastor at Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City, 
Ohio—shared some wisdom on how we can be 
peacemakers as we seek to bridge the significant di-
vides around us. Ginghamsburg has adopted four 
key practices for navigating difficult conversations: 
1. Ask anything. 2. Listen well. 3. Freely disagree. 4. 
Love regardless. Billups also talked about how shar-
ing our God stories is the best tool for discipleship 
and the best way to move our mission forward.    
  

Through you, Jesus made a way: Attendees learned 
about how in and through Minnesota United Meth-
odists, the Holy Spirit has broken through in miracu-
lous ways over the past year despite the pandemic. 
From connecting with people in engaging new and 
socially distanced ways to protesting racial injustice 
to helping people access the COVID-19 vac-
cine, congregations have made a difference in their 
communities and served as a vital expression of the 
kingdom of God.  
  

Missional Report: Conference attendees learned 
what their apportioned dollars have made possible 
and how the Minnesota Conference staff have pivot-
ed and walked alongside churches over the diffi-
cult past year—from consulting on technolo-
gy and providing videos for worship, to helping 
churches apply for Payment Protection Plan loans 
and get donations to the United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief, to becoming more intentional around 
racial justice. Amid the challenges, we learned that 
when Jesus is our way, we find our way.    
  

Ordination and commissioning: At a moving wor-
ship service, one person was ordained as an elder, 
one person’s ordination was recognized and she was 
received as a full elder in The United Methodist 
Church, two people were commissioned as provi-
sional elders, and one person was recognized for 
completing course of study. Drawing from Mark 6: 
30-44, Bishop David Bard in his sermon reminded 
Minnesota United Methodists of the story of Jesus 
taking five loaves of bread and two fish and feeding 
the 5,000. He said magic happens when we are pre-
sent in our situation, when we offer our best and give 
what we have, and when we turn to Jesus who is al-
ways with us.    
  

Laity Session: How do you break through gridlock 
and have conversations in a new way? That’s the 
question that two presenters from nonprofit Leader-
Wise explored during the Laity Session.  

The 2021 MN Annual Confer-
ence of the United Methodist 
Church took place June 22-24.  
Judy Mahler served as our 
BGUMC representative.  Cindy 
Saufferer, of BGUMC, was pre-
sent in her leadership role as the 

President of the MN United Methodist Women’s 
organization.  We were joined by Pastor Kathy 
King and by Karen Olson (Waterville EUMC.)   
See below for highlights. 

 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/2021-conference-highlights-to-share-with-your-church-15288612
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/2021-conference-highlights-to-share-with-your-church-15288612
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/2021-conference-highlights-to-share-with-your-church-15288612


 

In attendance: Hjordi Churchill, Pastor Kathy King, 
Chery Southworth, Brian & Carolyn Kanne, Judy 
Mahler, Char Frankenberry, Brad & Cindy Sauffer-
er, and Michael Kanne. (Meeting in Kanne garage.) 
 
Welcome & Opening Prayer 
 

Approval of Prior Council Minutes 
Approved as submitted. 
 

Finance 
 Treasurer and Financial Secretary report: Treas-

urer’s report reviewed – no questions. Financial 
Secretary – income is currently adequate. 

 Visitor Staff Question: How to show building 
project financials in the Visitor so people can 
track our progress. Brad will separate it out. 

 On-line giving: Per Judy, there is an update 
coming soon to Ezekiel, our web platform 
which should make this easier to set up. 

 

Building Project 
 Trustees: We need to re-do the round window 

frame again. Kirchner’s still has the template 
from the one they made last time, and will use a 
more resilient wood this time. 

 Grant application: We still don’t know the status 
of the grant application. 

 

Annual Conference – June 22-24 
 Conference started today, virtual sessions today 

and Thursday, in-person in various locations 
around the state Wednesday. (Ours is in Manka-
to.) People are less long-winded online, and  
sessions moved along swiftly. 

 

In-Person Worship and Virtual Worship 
 Pastor Kathy: It’s good to be back in person, 

although the online option is here to stay. Hop-
ing to be able to stream a live service in the   
future, rather than recording ahead of time. 
 Attendance is down at Waterville and BG, 

but up at Janesville. We are usually down in 
the summertime, as we are the early service 
and people are getting out as they’ve been 
unable to do for the past year. Not too   
worried yet. 

 

Additional Ministry Updates and Plans 
 Update from BGUMC teams/groups, i.e.       

Education, Communications,  
 UMW: Carolyn mentioned that the UMW 

was short $95 for the scholarship at the 
time of the last meeting. After it appeared 
in the Visitor, that shortfall was remedied. 
Our scholarship went to Chloe Van Ryn. In 
other issues, there are a couple of virtual  

studies coming up. 
 Book Study: Cindy mentioned that the book study 

(Massacre at Sand Creek) is intense. The group 
spends a lot of time connecting the issues raised to 
our current lives. The next meeting is on Tuesday, 
June 29th at 6:30 at Waterville. You do not need to 
have read the book to participate. 

 Pastor Kathy: Would like to establish a parish  
social justice coordinator. Hjordi moved to       
appoint Cindy as the Social Justice Coordinator 
for the Prairie Lakes Parish (unpaid position, con-
tingent on approval by other two congregations); 
Char seconded the motion; motion passed. 

 Reconciling congregations: Cindy has talked to 
someone about starting a committee to look at  
this issue. She will continue to pursue as she has 
availability. 

 Half-Pint Thursdays: 17 people showed up for the 
initial gathering. The next gathering will be July 
15th. 

 Kamisamba Farm: In accordance with our March 
discussion, we will make this our mission for the 
rest of 2021. 

 Nagel Wedding: October 9th. The UMW will try 
to find a date to have a shower at the church. 

 Pizza Farm: Do we want to schedule a service 
again? Last year was on World Communion Sun-
day (first Sunday in October). We will look into 
that again. 

 Fundraising: We need to get back into fundraising 
for the building and other issues. 
 Fish Fry at Half Pint for the building fund in 

late July or August. 
 Run for the Loaves: scheduled for 9/11 to 

benefit the food shelves. Possibility of a    
barbecue cook-off and tractor ride/show the 
same day to benefit the building and/or 
Kamisamba Farm. Char asked if the UMW 
could sell dessert items to raise scholarship 
funds. That was approved. 

 Keepsake Crosses: Linda Kosel has crafted 
some crosses out of square nails pulled from 
the Immanuel siding that was removed. She 
has enough nails for 29 crosses, and wanted 
to use them for a fundraiser. The board decid-
ed that we would offer them via the Visitor 
and bulletin first, then at other fundraising 
functions. The limited edition crosses made 
from Immanuel nails will be $50; replica 
crosses made from Saufferer porch nails will 
be $25. 

 Hjordi’s sister-in-law painted a watercolor of 
the church, which we made into notecards 
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several years ago. Hjordi will see if we can 
do that again and offer them for sale as 
well. 

 

Additional Updates from Pastor Kathy 
 Pastor Kathy has completed the first unit of her 

clinical pastoral education. 
 She has three classes left after she finishes 

her preaching class. 
 The Prchal family will be joining the congrega-

tion on a date to be determined. 
 

BGUMC Council Chair Update 
 Hjordi will be stepping down as council chair at 

the end of the year. The council thanked her for 
her service, and will be looking for a successor. 

 

Other Items 
 Cindy suggested that we send handwritten 

thank-you notes to donors. She volunteered to 
write them, Hjordi offered to assist. Brian will 
give a list to Cindy. 

 In the same vein, Michael suggested that the 
church send Christmas cards to stay in touch. 

 

Closing Prayer 
 

 

Council Chair Position 
Open for 2022 

 
Thank you to Hjordi Churchill 
who has served as our 
BGUMC Council Chair sever-

al times, over many years.  She is just concluding 
her 5th year of her current stint as Council Chair, 
and will be stepping down from this position at the 
end of 2021 - providing the opportunity for others 
to enter into this leadership position.  Please consid-
er your calling into service and leadership at 
BGUMC and let Pastor Kathy know if you would 
be interested in exploring the role of BGUMC 
Council Chair - to begin in 2022.   
 

Prairie Lakes Parish  
Social Justice Conversations 

 
The Prairie Lakes Parish Sand Creek 
Massacre Book Study and Social Jus-
tice Conversation - led by Cindy Sauf-
ferer - is set to continue throughout the 
summer months.  This is a lively and 
engaging group, and welcomes new 
participants at any time!  You don’t 
have to have read the book to be included.  The first 
10 minutes are spent discussing the book and the 
remainder of the time together is spent in conversa-
tion about social justice.  Contact Cindy Saufferer 
for more information.  (507-363-9380) 

 

 

O God, tender touch, gentle 

Wind, fierce fire, incessant 

Grace, wild hope, piercing stare, 

Creative love, known in Jesus:   

 

We long to know you more deeply. 

We long to  live more faithfully - 

By doing justice, loving kindness, 

Sharing good news, offering healing 

Grace, building beloved community. 

 

Empower us by your Holy Spirit. 

Enlarge our hearts. Enliven our minds. 

Make gentle and generous 

Our spirits. Strengthen our resolve. 

 

When the way forward seems  

Shrouded in dense fog, the path 

Ahead overgrown with thickets, the 

Road strewn with potholes; when 

The pain and hurt of the world 

Overwhelms and the pain and 

Anxiety in our own lives immobilizes; 

 

Remind us that you, O Jesus, make a  

way—that you, O Jesus, are the way.  

And so we move forward, breath by 

 breath, step by step, prayer by prayer, 

Grace upon grace, hearing your  

voice. “I am with you always.”  Amen 

 
 

Minnesota Annual Conference 
Of The United Methodist Church 

Bishop David A. Bard 
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7 pm BG 
UMW meeting 
at Char’s 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

5-7 pm WV 
Ad Council 

   
6 pm “Brew & 
Bible” - Bible 
Talk and Beer 
at the Half-Pint 
Brewery 
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Blooming Grove 
Morning Worship ... 8:15 am 

  

28 29 30          

Janesville  
Morning Worship 10:45 am 

Waterville Evangelical 
Morning Worship ...9:30 am 

      

     

 

       

       

       

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Pastor’s Day Off 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

 


