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Lenten greeting:
Practicing the disciplines of love
I greet you in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the peace and power of the Holy Spirit as we enter the season
of Lent. “The United Methodist Book of Worship” tells us that
Lent “began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism by
converts and then became a time for penance by all Christians.”
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday where we are reminded of our
mortality. Somber colors are encouraged during the season, with
an encouragement to remove “all shiny objects from the worship
area,” and perhaps give up flowers. Individually, people often
give something up for Lent.
It was last year during Lent that our churches were asked to refrain from in-person worship due to the coronavirus pandemic. The hope early on was that perhaps by Easter we would again be able to gather together for
worship. It was not to be. Months later, we would also be asked to refrain from in-person worship during the
Christmas season. We have given up a lot and we are not yet through this pandemic.
Of course, some have given up even more. This past year has been a year of incredible loss. Reminders of our
mortality arrive every day as we hear the running total of deaths from COVID-19, now over 400,000 here in
the United States. Some of you are grieving loved ones lost, whether from COVID or not. We have lost time
together with family and friends, missed marking milestones in ways we would have liked. There have been
moments when we’ve lost a measure of hope—moments such as the death of George Floyd, or when some of
our cities were aflame, or when our political rhetoric burned, or when we witnessed the violent storming of the
Capitol building.
Lent acknowledges loss and limits. It invites giving something up, but that never for its own sake. When we
voluntarily give something up, it is intended to be in the service of creating space for something new, creating
more space for God’s grace, God’s love. Lent reminds us we don’t have all the time in the world, so we are invited to use our time well. Lent reminds us that life entails real loss, so we’re invited to appreciate its good gifts
when they come our way. Lent encourages us to be more disciplined in our use of time, in the direction of our
attention, in the expenditure of our energy. Discipline—and the most important Lenten disciplines are the disciplines of love—patience, kindness, thoughtfulness, and humility. I wrote about these in my monthly blog for
February, and I hope you will go back and read it.
Friends, Lent reminds us that we are fragile, mortal, and sometimes broken, that we know loss and that we lose
our way. Yet we are always also loved by God, wildly and extravagantly, and in these limited mortal lives of
ours we might reflect that love of God in what we do and who we are. Disciplines of love exercised in grace
help us do that. I invite you to observe a holy Lent, honing the disciplines of love, knowing that you are loved
by God.
Bishop David Bard is interim bishop for the Minnesota Conference. He also serves as resident bishop for the
Michigan Conference

Love is the Way
1 Corinthians 13:5 “It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking (NIV)
As we move into March 2021, you may think your Pastor is stuck in February with the title
of my message and the lesson from 1 Corinthians 13. The title of this short message is also
the title of our Lenten Book Study for our six weeks of Lent. Bishop Michael Curry’s book is
an opportunity for Minnesota Methodists to reflect on how it is that we walk our talk. Our
founder—John Wesley—knew one of the most important pieces of our personal faith is to
stay in love with God. We experience God’s presence most often through relationship, both
with God and with one another. God is the source of love and we experience love through
connections with family and friends.
As the Apostle Paul reminded the Corinthian people, love does not dishonor others. As a
Christian family, I don’t think any one of us intends to dishonor another yet each one of us
has experienced hurt and disappointment in ways another has failed to honor the unique personality God created us to be. The second point of Paul’s description of love in the passage
from 1 Corinthians is a large part of dishonor—we get caught up in our own lives and believe
that everything that occurs around us is about us—self-seeking.
Michael Curry writes about the different types of love described in Scripture—eros (romantic),
philia (fraternal or brotherly love), and agape (love of other). Curry describes agape love as:
“Love for the other—sacrificial love that seeks the good and well-being of others,
of society, of the world.”
This Lenten season, instead of doing without something—what if we did our best to love
others in the agape way? It is the love Christ gave humanity. John 15:13 reminds us of Christ’s
love… "There is no greater love than to lay down one's life for one's friends." Let us offer
one another a love that honors the individual God created each of us to be. In that love, we
seek others and not ourselves.
Your Leadership Team will meet soon to determine the best way to move back into our sanctuaries in these days of lower COVID numbers here in our Southern Prairie District. Our first
in-person worship happened at Waterville EUMC on February 28th. For the time being, there
will be one in-person worship on a given Sunday morning. That reduces the likelihood that I
could carry germs from one congregation to another. We are making progress! We still need to
be vigilant in wearing our masks and social distancing. Know that worship will look and feel
different as we come together honoring one another in not doing harm.
Stay safe, wash your hands, and know that you are loved!

Pastor Kathy
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Happy Anniversary

General Budget Income

$ 855.00

Expenses
Pastor’s Salary
Disability Insurance
Pastor’s Housing
Pension
Excel Energy
Insurance
Loan Interest
Total Expenses

1,594.70
19.75
380.00
216.24
54.80
185.00
195.69
$ 2,450.49

(Net Income: $1


Happy Anniversary to Keith & Lauri Remund
on March 18th.

Men’s Breakfast Fundraiser
Sunday, March 28th
9-10 am
This year’s ‘Men’s Breakfast’ will consist of a
breakfast sandwich and beverage “to go”.
If we have service in the building,
sandwiches will be available to take
home after service.
If we do not have in-door service,
we are offering drive-up service at the
church.
Free-Will Offering
Proceeds from the breakfast will go to the
local food shelves. March is matching funds
month so every donation is matched.
Cash is preferred but you can also bring
non-perishable food items.

For more information or to offer help,
call Brad 507.461.2354

Other Income Received
Restoration

$ 9,170.00

Thank you for your continued
financial support of Blooming
Grove UMC
Thank you for your continuing financial support of
BGUMC in these difficult days of the coronavirus
and social distancing. Your gifts make our ongoing
ministry in our church family and community possible, even while we cannot be together, and as we
now reach out to people through the use of technology. Your contributions help pay our pastor, building
expenses, utilities, insurance, our United Methodist
apportionments, and all the other components of life
in the church. During this time when we are unable
to physically gather, please send your gifts/checks to
Blooming Grove United Methodist, P.O. Box 171,
Medford, MN 55049-0171. Again, thank you.

Donations Welcome!
UMW Scholarship Fund
Due to the circumstances of the past
year, the UMW has been unable to hold
the fundraisers that would normally help
build up the scholarship fund. If we can raise enough
funds, we would like to be able to still present at least
one scholarship to a graduating Medford senior this
year. We need to let the school know by mid-March if
we will have a scholarship this year, so it can be
included in the scholarship packet. If you would like
to help out, please send any donations to Tracie
Spinler, UMW Treasurer (17142 430th Ave
Morristown MN 55052). Checks may be made
payable to Blooming Grove UMW, and please note
Scholarship” in the memo line.

God with Us, God in Us, God through Us
Stories from the Steeples: BGUMC Past and Present
Remembering the Church
(Late 1930’s Thru 1954)
By Lois (Wilkowske) Hamilton
Our farm that my great-grandfather homesteaded was about three miles
Northwest of the Church. My great-great grandmother Justine, along with
many relatives, are buried in the Cemetery.
I remember going to choir practice on Saturday night and it being so
cold you could see your breath. The janitor was there as well starting the
furnace so it would be warm by the next morning. Mrs. Charles Crouch was one of my Sunday School teachers. Grandpa W.B. and Grandma Clara Wilkowske were also Sunday School teachers for many years. I remember the sandbox for the little kids in Nora Sauffferer’s classroom. My mother, Doris Wilkowske, helped
teach Vacation Bible School and of course was a member of the Ladies Aid. I remember my Confirmation
class and first communion.
And yes, my brothers, Roger and Douglas, rode in the West Church as it was being moved to the East
Church in that historic merger. Dallas Saufferer was my roommate our first year at Hamline University. She
and Burch Mahler were married in August (I think) of 1951 before the construction work of joining the churches was complete. It happened to be
raining that day and there was a tarp
thrown over the gap where the
churches met. By the time of my
own wedding in June, 1954, you
would have never known the
churches were merged. My Dad’s
(Herb Wilkowske) funeral service
in 1992, was also held at the church.
I am always amazed to read
about the work and activities of this
“Church on the Prairie” in this day
and age. You all are to be commended for keeping the church up
Confirmation Class of Bethel UMC 1946
to date and a vital part of the worldFront
row:
Beulah
Deming, Lois Wilkowske, Phyllis Saufferer, Dallas
wide community. Prayers and
Saufferer,
Audrey
Juhnke.
Blessings to all.
Back Row: Dick Saufferer, Rev. Ben Perkins, Lowell Parrish, Donald
(?) Karsten
Lois (Wilkowske) Hamilton

Lois has copies of Rev. Charles Crouch's books -"Seeds of Thought" and "Wasioja"
in case anyone is interested. The Crouch family lived in Arizona and visited back
and forth with Lois’ Mother and Dad when they were there to escape the Minnesota
winters.
The Crouches lived in Tempe and were connected with ASU somehow. Lois is
remembering that The Visitor was started while he was pastor at the church. Please
let Chery Southworth know if you are interested in either of these books and she
will contact Lois.

Handicap Accessible
Building Update
By Brad Saufferer

Hello from the construction
site. After pausing for a
week due to subzero temperatures, construction on the
addition is back in full
swing. Benny (the construction foreman) found rotted
timbers in the front corners
of the bell tower. After
some jacking to relieve pressure on he rotted area, he
replaced the timbers and
pronounced it good as new.
Benny also said the church has good bones.
Today is Tuesday the twenty third. The roofing crew is scheduled to arrive today and start putting
metal on the roof and the tech committee meets this week to plan upgrades to the addition and sanctuary to enhance the worship experience and provide a better experience for large events. Things are
happening and it is exciting.
When Benny told me, the church has good bones it made me think, the church is just a building, the
congregation is the church, and they have great bones.

Preparing Our Easter Garden
At this time, we don’t know if we will be worshiping inside for Easter or
perhaps as a Drive-up service. We still want to offer the option of ordering plants
from Greenwald’s. Plants would arrive on Saturday and we would ask you to
take them home (or have someone take them for you) after church on Easter Sunday. The price of plants this year are: African Violet for $6.95; Easter Lily or
Pansy bowl for $15; Tulip Planter, Cyclamen, Kalanchoe, Rieger Begonia or Spring Mum for $18 each;
Azalea or Hydrangea for $28; and Double Easter Lily for $35.00 each. Greenwald's will select the color based
on the best plants they have available. Fill out the form below and mail it to the church at Box 171,
Medford, MN, 55049 with your payment. Or contact Chery at 507-339-3534 (call or text) or email
cherysouth@gmail.com. Make check payable to Blooming Grove United Methodist Church with "Easter
flower" in the notation line. Orders need to be placed with Greenwald’s by March 15th. Price includes a
plant cover (either foil or speed cover). Please specify if you want a bow.
From:

In Memory/Honor Of:

Flower
_____ @ 6.95 _____ @ $15
___________ Include A Bow

______ @ $18

______ @ $28 _______ @ $35
TOTAL _______________

BLOOMING GROVE BUDGET

Pastoral Support
Salary
Housing Allowance/Utilities
Health Insurance
Workman’s Comp
Travel
Pension
Continuing Education
Conference Registration
Cell Phone
Other Professional Expenses
Pastoral Support Total
Apportionments (Total)
Local Church Ministries
Program
Confirmation
Pulpit Supply
Misc.
Educational Materials
Administration
Printing/Postage/Office/Copier
Phone
Maintenance/Other
Furnace Fuel
Electric
Cleaning
Insurance
Software
Repairs
Mowing
Building Project
Interest
Local Church Total
Summary
Pastoral Support
Apportionments
Local Church Ministries
TOTAL CHURCH BUDGET

2020
Budget

2020
Actual

2021
Budget

$17,195.76
4,560.00
5,266.80
125.00
1,330.00
2,767.97
632.31
250.00
251.00
190.00
32,568.84
8,269.00

$15,589.00
4,180.00
3,950.00
264.00
129.00
2,076.00
209.00
9.50
268.00
76.78
26,751.28
8,269.00

$19,136.42
4,560.00
0.00
300.00
1,330.00
2,831.89
632.31
250.00
250.00
200.00
29,490.62
7,171.00

200.00
500.00
400.00
1,500.00

36.14
400.00
119.00
354.00

0.00
500.00
400.00
1,500.00

750.00
0.00

105.00
0.00

750.00
200.00

2,000.00
750.00
1,500.00
3,000.00
0.00
1,000.00
4,000.00

2,098.00
697.00
270.00
2,949.00
0.00
0.00
4,245.00

2,000.00
750.00
1,500.00
4,500.00
500.00
1,000.00
4,000.00

15,600.00

11,273.14

20,000.00
37,600.00

32,568.84
8,269.00
15,600.00
$56,437.84

26,751.28
8,269.00
11,273.14
$46,293.42

29,490.62
7,171.00
37,600.00
$74,261.62

Minnesota Conference’s
United Methodist Women
receives funding to work for
climate justice
January 28, 2021
By: Christa Meland, director of communications for
the MN Annual Conference of the United Methodist
Church
The Minnesota Conference’s United Methodist Women (UMW) recently received funding that will help
congregations and local church UMW groups engage
in two specific advocacy efforts—advancing renewable energy initiatives and stopping the construction of
the Line 3 tar sands pipeline in northern Minnesota.
The statewide UMW will partner with Minnesota Interfaith Power & Light (MNIPL) to advance these efforts with the help of the $4,200 grant. MNIPL works
with faith communities to build transformative power
and bring people’s unique gifts to address the climate
crisis. Rev. Susan Mullin, a deacon in the Minnesota
Conference, is its director of faith community organizing and will work closely with UMW on its projects.
“The ultimate hope is for the voice of our faith communities to be heard as we continue to work for equity and wholeness for our neighbors and all of creation,” said Cindy Saufferer, president of Minnesota
UMW. “When we come together and lift our voices to
address climate justice, we are far more likely to experience measurable change for our communities. This collaboration between MNIPL and United
Methodist Women will build capacity and confidence
while developing leaders as we create a climate
movement in Minnesota.”
This year, MNIPL will work with Minnesota United
Methodist UMW groups and local churches to help
them craft “climate stories”—a process that will include gathering to discuss how they have been impacted by climate change (damaging storms, crop
losses, heat waves, poor air quality, etc.), reflecting
on changes they have made to be better stewards of
God’s creation, and articulating their hopes and
dreams for the future. MNIPL will also facilitate opportunities for congregations to meet with their U.S.
Congressional representatives to advocate for climate
justice.
MNIPL will additionally educate United Methodist
groups about Line 3, help them understand how they
can make their voices heard in opposing it, and arrange “water protector welcome tours” to allow people to see what is happening on the ground and hear
from frontline water protectors. Line 3 is a pipeline
that transports oil from the tar sands in Alberta, Canada, across northern Minnesota to Superior, Wisconsin.

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission has
granted permission for the Canadian company that
owns the pipeline to build a new Line 3 with a different route across our state.
Mullin said there are several concerns about the pipeline. Among them: Tar sands require more energy to
extract, transport, and refine than conventional oil,
which means they are more damaging to the climate;
this new pipeline will allow the current transport of
tar sands oil to double. The approved route that’s now
under construction exposes rivers, wetlands, and wild
rice beds to potential contamination. The Red Lake
Nation and White Earth and Mille Lacs bands of
Ojibwe oppose the pipeline based on environmental
concerns and their treaty rights to continued use of
the lands impacted by the pipeline. And the Minnesota Department of Commerce has filed a lawsuit
claiming there’s been a failure to demonstrate adequate demand for the oil that would be transported in
this pipeline.
“Jesus says the greatest commandment is loving God,
and the second is to love your neighbor as yourself,”
Mullin said. “What we are learning about climate
change is that the people who contribute the least to
the problem of climate change are the ones who are
paying the price—with the loss of health, home, land,
and access to food and water. This injustice is deeply
troubling…I hope that congregations or UMW
groups who engage in one or both of these initiatives
will find that they have important gifts to share, and
that working together makes these problems less
frightening, and that they experience some joy in the
process.”
The UMW and MNIPL hope to involve at least 300
people from 30 congregations in its advocacy work.
Their goal is to train and equip United Methodist
women to do climate justice organizing in their own
communities around renewable energy efforts and
stopping the Line 3 pipeline. UMW groups may fill
out the form on the MN Conference website to indicate interest in their UMW group or congregation
learning more and getting involved.
The funding comes from the national UMW Just Energy for All initiative, which works for energy that is
cleaner and more just for all of God’s people and creation.
“The ultimate hope is for the voice of our faith communities to be heard as we continue to work for equity and wholeness for our neighbors and all of creation,” said Saufferer. “When we come together and
lift our voices to address climate justice, we are far
more likely to experience measurable change for our
communities. This collaboration between MNIPL and
United Methodist Women will build capacity and
confidence while developing leaders as we create a
climate movement in Minnesota.”

Please pray for the following persons and situations
shared publicly within our
community of BGUMC in the
past month.
Note from Pastor Kathy King:
Please call or text me if you would like me to visit or if
there is a prayer concern that you prefer to keep private. We are a community strengthened by the power of
prayer. We are stronger when we intercede on the behalf of our brothers and sisters in the faith. Please
know that does not mean your name needs to be on a
public prayer list. It means that your Pastor can pray
for you and help you in any way you define.

 Jerry King’s brother, Roger, whose hoped-for
kidney-pancreas transplant surgery on February 1st in Rochester was unable to take place
due to complications with the donor organs.
 Dennis Hermel, neighbor of Jim and Chery
Southworth, as he continues working with
doctors regarding ongoing health concerns.
 Marlis Mahler’s brother Harley, as he continues in his journey with an aggressive cancer.
 Charlotte Goldsmith, Jake’s mom, who had a
small stroke - the same type she suffered two
years ago. Pray Char and for the doctors as
they run diagnostic tests, and for all in Char’s
family during this worrisome time.
 Elizabeth, daughter of Linda and Chuck
Danks, who was diagnosed with cancer and is
undergoing chemotherapy. As of midFebruary, the chemotherapy is having a positive impact. Please pray that it continues to do
so and pray for Elizabeth as she undergoes
treatment.
 For the family and friends of Kyle Wolfe, Federated employee, who passed away in February.
 Edna Deering, aunt of Judy Mahler (Dallas
Mahler’s sister), whose health continues to
decline.
 All in our circle of family, friends, neighbors,
communities - as we continue living in the
pandemic.
 Our country.
 All in our faith community who privately hold
heavy concerns in their hearts. Help us to reflect God’s love and care through our words
and deeds that they may know BGUMC as a
place of solace, comfort, and trust.

Stories from the Steeples: BGUMC
Past and Present
In these days of the pandemic, it becomes easy to
lose sight of God’s goodness that continues to surround us. In times like these, story-telling becomes
a life-line…a candle that helps illuminate the darkness…a message of God, and from God, that brings
hope.
In that spirit, we invite you, throughout 2021, to
join in a story-telling adventure and share your
“Stories from the Steeples: BGUMC Past and Present”! We look forward to hearing your memories
of where have you seen God’s Spirit, and God’s
people, working and moving, laughing and weeping, caring and sharing - in our midst, or moving out
into the world from the twin steeples.
We invite you to jot down your “Stories from the
Steeples - BGUMC Past and Present” - and email
them to Judy Mahler (hcjm@charter.net) or Chery
Southworth (CherySouth@gmail.com) . They can
be stories from years ago, or from as recently as
yesterday! They can be random short snippets or
full-fledged descriptions of events. Chery and Judy
will pull them together to share them here in the
Visitor in the months ahead as reminders of God’s
ongoing presence - with us, in us, and through us even in the midst of a pandemic.

Prairie Lakes Parish Lenten Study
Everyone is welcome to join our Wednesday
evening Book Study. The study began Wednesday,
February 24th and will continue Wednesday evenings through March from 7-8 pm (or earlier if we
wrap up the discussion). For this year’s Lenten observance, our Prairie Lakes Parish members will use
our MN Conference-wide Lenten Study based on the
book “Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times” by Bishop Michael Curry. Anyone
who would like to join in this study is welcome. You
may purchase the book from Cokesbury or Amazon
(it’s cheaper on Amazon and there is a Kindle version) but it is not required. For more information,
visit the conference web link: 2021 Lenten Study
(minnesotaumc.org)
If you’d like to join the study, please email, text,
or phone Pastor Kathy at kking5@hickorytech.net or
507-382-2483. The study will be held virtually over
BlueJeans. There is a video component to our study.
If you’ve had problems connecting to BlueJeans,
contact Pastor Kathy and we’ll set up a JoinNow to
see if we can get you connected!

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED to:
Box 171, Medford, MN 55049
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If you would rather read your
copy of the Visitor online, (and
in color) check us out at
www.bloominggroveumc.org
To unsubscribe or to be added
to our email distribution list,
contact cherysouth@gmail.com

Pastor Kathy King
kking5@hickorytech.net
507-382-2483

FREE WILL DONATION
100% of the proceeds will
go towards the church’s
handicap
accessible addition
Walleye meal will be brought
to your vehicle
For more information call
Brad 507.461.2354

