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  PIGS NEEDED!  
 

    No we’re not talking  
About enthusiastic eaters.  
We need a bunch of those pink 
animals with squiggly tails – stuffed ones/toy pigs, 
not the real deal. One of our VBS stories is about the 
prodigal son, and how on earth can we do the story   
re-enactment without some pigs to slop?? If you have 
ANY MANNER of toy pigs that you’d be willing to 
share, please sign up on the VBS sign-up sheet in 
church or call Patti (507-339-2477), Judy (507-456-
3937), or Marlis (507-461-1260). They’re needed for 
Sat. Aug. 24th, but please have at the church by the 
preceding Sun. Aug. 18th. Also needed – A TENT (set 
up assist requested…) as the inn for the beat-up man 
to heal in after he’s rescued by the Good Samaritan. 
      Bodies also needed. Yeah, that means real, live 
volunteers. Someone willing to take candid pictures 
for the 22nd & 23rd (can be 2 or 3 different volunteers), 
someone well actually several someone’s to help 
serve snacks for each session and to prepare and serve 
lunch on Sat. 24th. And we’ll welcome any extra help-
ers/go-fers who wish to share this time with the kids. 
Payment for “working” comes in the form of kids’ 
smiles and laughter, and that good warm feeling you 
get for having been a part guiding young minds and 
hearts as a member of our VBS team. 

 
 

Readers, Greeters & Treats 
 

Aug 4 Reader:  Jake Goldsmith 
  G&T:  Jake and Summer Goldsmith 
Aug 11 Reader:  Linda Danks 
  G&T:  Dave & Sheryl Brisel 
Aug 18 Reader:  Char Frankenberry 
  G&T:  Carol Karsten 
Aug 25 Reader:  Hjordi Churchill 
  G&T:  Cindy & Brad Saufferer 
  Vacation Bible School Presentation 

 
Prayer Brunch 

August 15 
 

Our next Prayer Brunch 
Lunch will be August 15. 
We will be going to    
Amboy to the Cottage for 
lunch and will meet at 
Pastor Kathy’s in Janesville at 10:45 and then car-
pool from there. Her address is 704 W 2nd St. 
Please let her know by August 11 if you plan to join 
us as she will need to make a reservation. Her cell 
number is 507-382-2483 and email 
is kking@hickorytech.net.  

Building Project  
 

On 7/2/19, the BGUMC Building Project 
Team (with Pastor Kathy) held our 

third meeting with the architect and 
builder to review updated archi-

tectural drawings and to com-
plete additional brainstorming 
of design elements, including 

windows, woodwork and trim, flooring, foundation, 
the lift, etc.  The architect will now create detailed 
drawings, to be used by the builder to determine 
costs in detail.  These drawings will also be used   
by the building project team to obtain bids for work 
to be done by local contractors, such as the septic 
system, siding, HVAC, plumbing, flooring, etc.  
The architect hopes to have these drawings to the 
builder sometime yet in July in order that the build-
er can create his detailed cost description.  

SAVE THE DATE! 

     September is right around the corner – some cor-
ner, somewhere. That means Rally Sunday is also 
fast approaching. Save Sunday Sept. 15th during & 

after worship service to celebrate Rally Sunday. 
We haven’t yet decided WHAT we’ll be doing to 
celebrate, but celebrate we will. Stay tuned ……. 

fun – excitement – colorful – silliness – treats 
Who knows! Come join us!!! 

  

mailto:kking@hickorytech.net


All the time 
 
As I write our August newsletter notes, I am 

looking forward to tomorrow’s Pizza Farm 

Worship Service. What a week it’s been! 

Waterville EUMC hosted Vacation Bible 

School July 14th—18th and it was such a good time to be with the 28 children 

and the youth and adults who worked to make it a success. It is the first time I 

participated in a Vacation Bible School as a Pastor. Seeing the kids so excited 

to sing, craft, and play while they learned our Bible stories and themes reminds 

me that each one of us can be excited about learning more about Christ.  

 

God is faithful, all the time. In our busy 

days, how often do we forget to be faithful to 

God? My goodness! There is work to be 

done, kids to get to some place or a family 

member who needs something from us. We 

have commitments to carry out—how can 

we fit in one more thing? Perhaps the key is 

to begin the day by thanking God. If we 

begin with tomorrow, and intentionally start each day of the week ahead by 

spending a few minutes focusing on the grace we live in and thanking God, we 

can soon have the habit of faithfulness. All the time.  

 

I’m hopeful that we can find times to be together in small groups for Bible 

Study. It would bless your Pastor with time to spend with you. Monday will   

be my day off but I know there will be times that will need to change. Our 

summer always seems to fly by. Soon, Sunday School and Wednesday evening 

activities will start. We will work together to respect one another’s meeting 

days and fundraising events. I am hopeful that all three congregations will  

support each other so we live into being a faith community. God was faithful 

and blessed us with this amazing opportunity. Let us be faithful all the time!  
 

           Pastor Kathy 
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Blooming Grove 
   Worship   ....................    8:15 am 

    

28 29 30 31       

Janesville 
   Worship   ....................  10:45 am 

Waterville Evangelical 
   Worship   ......................  9:30 am 
    

      

     

 

       

       

       

 

6:30 pm WV at 
RC Jail  

6:30 pm WV at 
RC  Jail  

11:30 am WV at 
SCDC 

11:30 am WV at 
SCDC 

11:30 am WV at 
SCDC 

11:30 am WV at 
SCDC 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

Pastor’s Day 
Off 

Coding Information 
GH—Gathering House 
SCDC—Steele County  
Detention Center 
RC—Rice County 

Steele County Fair 

Steele Co Fair 

Pastor Kathy attending LLP and 
AM Retreat at Camp Krononis 

Confirmation Retreat at the Brecht 
Home on Horseshoe Lake. Students 
arrive at 5 pm.  Our time together 

will finish up at 12:30 pm Saturday 



The Gathering House  
Story 

 
 During the ministry of 
Pastor Cindy, Gathering House 

was formed. Pastor Cindy had a passion for prison 
ministry and establishing a faith based farm which 
could provide help, hope, and faith to the formerly 
incarcerated. 
     Inspite of many efforts and hard work, the 
“farm” did not materialize. We were short of funds, 
volunteers and a suitable location. 
 In April the Executive Committee (Tena 
Harren and Arlene Wetzel) decided to disband 
Gathering House. The other committee members 
(Don Wetzel, Bill Olson, Karen Olson, Char 
Frankenberry and Faye Kanne) all agreed. 
 With the blessing from a generous donor, funds 
held by Gathering House were dispersed to: 
 1) Gateway to Discovery Ft Dodge IA  
 2) Emma Norton Twin Cities 
 3) Bethlehem Inn Waseca 
 4) Ruth’s House-Faribault 
 
 Prison ministry programs were started and still 
continue. Don and Bill have been doing a Bible 
study at the Rice County Jail and now hope to do it 
weekly. Karen and Arlene do a weekly Bible study 
at the Steele County Detention Center. Char and 
Faye have done an art class at the SCDC for 7+ 
years but because of changing policies at the DC 
and rapid turnover of inmates, the interest in the 
program was fading so it was decided not to 
continue. Many amazing pieces of art were created 
by some of the long term inmates. 
 In all of the programs, volunteers received 
much more than they gave. 

AUGUST CALENDAR 
 

Sunday Worship     8:15 a.m. 

 

15  Thurs            Prayer Brunch in Amboy 
23   Fri   6—8           Vacation Bible School 
24   Sat    9:30—2:15    Vacation Bible School 
 

Cleaning 
 

August 11, 25   Nancy & Susan 
 

Paraments 
  

The parament color for August is green. 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

 
  1 Bob Jesse  
  1  Emily Erickson 
  3 Ben Sutter 
  3 Randy Southworth 
  4  Dawson Gasner 
  4  Cris VanZuilen 
  4 Mike Nicholson 
  7 Chuck Danks 
11 Brian Kanne 
11 Brian Loken 
12  Megan Klein 
13 Cecilia Nicholson 
15  Elana Schreiner 
20 Anne Schreiner 
20 Mikayla Janke 
25 Jacob Blake 
25 Tyler Kosel 
27 Summer Goldsmith 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

13 Brad & Tracie Spinler 
17 Elizabeth & Jeff Bartosch 
22 Jessica & Aaron Buchholz 
23 Chuck & Linda Danks 
26 Kyle & Becky Lustig 
28 Greg & Tanecka Poe 
31 Gerard & Karen LaFond 
 

 

 

Pie Trivia 
 

Libby’s canned pumpkin was intro-
duced to America in 1929.  Libby’s 

is not actually pumpkin, but another kind of 
squash called a Dickinson that also has orange 
flesh.  Be watching The Visitor for more pie trivia 
and the opportunity to order pies from the UMW 
for your Thanksgiving feast! 

Thank You from  
Pastor Kathy and  

Jerry King 
 

Pastor Kathy shared the following thank-yous with 
the BGUMC congregation:  
 

From Pastor Kathy and Jerry - Blooming Grove 
family – Our humble thank you for the wonderful 
welcome!  The meal was amazing but your kind-
ness affirmed God’s Plan!  God gave us the same 
path for this time – we could not be more blessed!   
 
From Pastor Kathy:  Thank you each one for your 
smiles, welcomes, yummy food, and fellowship.  
You are amazing!  I am so excited to be a part of 
such a beautiful church! 

 



Community Worship 

with Song……. & A Slice! 
            More perfect weather could not have been found on Sun-
day July 21st as all 3 of our newly yoked Methodist churches 
joined in an outdoor worship setting at the Pleasant Grove Pizza 
Farm.   The morning’s event was created, hosted, and led by 
Blooming Grove UMC.  As usual, Lyndy Zabel and all the 
members of World Beat Connection Christian band had us sing-
ing, clapping, jiving, jitterbugging (!! Yes, that’s right!), smil-
ing, and truly feeling the spirit – both during the worship ser-
vice, as well as afterward  while we savored an assortment of taste bud-tantalizing ‘pies’, and sweet treats.  

      With this year’s focus on Holding God’s Holy World in 
Our Hands we were led, both in word through responsive 
readings, prayers, and liturgy, and in song through congrega-
tional hymns and in immersing ourselves in the music shared 
by World Beat Connection to acknowledge our role in 
‘holding this world’. Once again we gathered an offering for 
a cause which has touched our hearts: the small farming com-
munity of Hamburg, Iowa whose livelihood – no, whose very 
existence - has been devastated by the ongoing flooding 
which began for them in March. We held Hamburg in our 

hands and hearts, as those hands placed money in the offering baskets. Janesville UMC youth willingly and eagerly 
helped pass those baskets. Additional monies were raised (via pizza sales 
and bake sale) to assist support of a local piece of our world – Waseca’s 
Bethlehem Inn which offers short-term housing for women and children 
during which they are also assisted in regaining independence and a 
meaningful place in society. Thinking of our responsibility as stewards of 
this world, we even had compostable plates and forks, and colorful re-
useable (cloth) napkins.  
     Emily and Bill (Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm owners) graciously al-
lowed us to descend upon and literally take over their space as worship-
pers arrived by car, motorcycle, baby strollers and tractor-drawn wagon. 
$2.00 of each and every pizza purchased during our time there was donat-
ed to the Bethlehem Inn. And we can’t forget the amazing assortment of 
goodies at the bake sale table (made and donated by our church ladies… 
maybe a fella or 2 also offered their baking skills), with those monies also 
going to one or both of the aforementioned mission focuses.  
      For the kids, there were animals to be watched and petted, balls to be 
kicked, catch to be played and the on-going music which the little ones were less inhibited about ‘cutting loose’ to 
jive.  All told, there were 86 people who joined to worship together, plus the band!  Through their wonderful gener-
osity, we will send $560.73 to the Iowa Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church to be used to aid the 
community of Hamburg, and $408.00 to Bethlehem Inn of Waseca ($80 of pizza sales & $328.00 from bake sale). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

 

 

 

 

(Continued) 



Just as we closed our service with the responsive 
benediction, let’s remember that again now: Let this 
circle move as the Body of Christ’s presence in the 
world. We are here. We are ready. And we have 
work to do!   Creator God, send us burrowing in-
ward and spiraling outward. Guide us as we boldly 
and lovingly hold Your holy world in our hands 
Walk with us as we join together to renew the beau-
ty of Your earth. 

 

Pizza Farm Thank-Yous 
Thank-you to the many  people who made our 
“Worship at the Farm” possible: 

 BGUMC Pizza Farm Coordinating Team:  Patti 
Ellingson, Marlis Mahler, Linda Danks, Carolyn 
Kanne, Judy Mahler, Pastor Kathy King 

 Pizza Farm Service Publicity:  Chery Southworth 

 Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm Owners:  Bill Bartz 
and Emily Knudsen 

 World Beat Connection:  A music ministry of the 
MN UMC Annual Conference, led by Pastor 
Lyndy Zabel 

 BGUMC Volunteers:  31 persons from the 
BGUMC congregation who baked items for the 
bake sale and/or worked together on the day of 
“Worship at the Farm” to set up and host the 
event, providing a warm greeting and sincere 
welcome and hospitality to all in attendance.   

Pastor Parish Relations 
 Committee Updates 

Committee Members:   
Allison Janke, Judy Mahler,  

Cindy Saufferer 
 

Meet & Greets for Pastor Kathy & Jerry 
As we look ahead to September, and October, we will 
be scheduling BGUMC Meet & Greets for Pastor 
Kathy and her husband Jerry in order that they can get 
to know our BGUMC neighborhood” (which is huge) 
and to be in fellowship with groups of people in an 
informal and fun setting in their homes.  We will likely 
host 2-3 such events and are looking for volunteers to 
offer the hospitality of their homes and/or co-host with 
someone else.  The Meet and Greets are low-key and 
can be whatever is the most comfortable for the host:  
a simple time together over shared dessert, a simple 
meal, a walk down a path with treats at the end, an out-
side picnic, etc.   Our Meet and Greet days may also 
include “neighborhood tours” prior to the gathering to 
help Pastor Kathy and Jerry know where we all live! 
    It is awesome that we already have two tentative 
offers of host homes.  Please let us know if you would 
like to host or help co-host a Meet & Greet and help 
Pastor Kathy get to know your neighborhood and our 
church friends!   
 

Share your Favorite  
Hymn/Song 

During Morning  
Worship! 

 
     One of the great ministries of BGUMC is the mu-
sic that rings from the rafters of our sanctuary.  We 
are blessed to have a talented group of singers and 
instrumentalists in our midst as both members and 
friends of our congregation.   
     We know that there are many favorite hymns and 
songs that have great meaning to you, and we invite 
you now to share them in a unique way with 
BGUMC.  Allow your favorite to come to mind and 
then contact Judy Mahler (507-456-3937) to arrange 
a Sunday on which the congregation can sing your 
song.  The best part is that we invite you and/or a 
group of anyone that you wish to have join you, lead 
the first verse of your song and the congregation will 
join in on the rest of the verses! You can sing, you 
can play instruments, it can be a solo or a duet or an 
ensemble!  Judy will help you find music, if needed.  
She will also be available to practice with you and 
serve as your accompanist. 
     We are excited to receive the gifts of music and 
meaning that you all are invited to share with us in 
the months ahead.   

 

Prayer Request 
 
Received word from Pastor 
Jan Redman that Pastor Dot 
Bull suffered a stroke in the 
past week and is hospitalized 

at Abbott Northwestern.  Doctors are hoping that 
with rehabilitation she will be able to make a good 
recovery. 

 

 



Please keep the   

following people in 

your prayers. 
 
 
 

 Marlis Mahler’s co-worker, Mary Jo, who is    

recovering from surgery. 

 Emma, from Wisconsin - a friend of Luke Van-

Zuilen’s - who was involved in a tragic vehicle 

accident the weekend of June 8th and sustained 

severe injuries, including a massive head injury.  

After a long and precarious month of recovery in 

the ICU, she has now transferred to a rehabilita-

tion floor.  There, she is working with Physical 

and Occupational Therapy to travel the difficult 

path of finding her way back from a traumatic 

brain injury.  Her family counts her recovery as 

miraculous, but knows that she has a long road 

ahead of her with outcomes still unknown.  

 Pastor Kathy’s mother, Delores (Dee) Bruce,     

as she recovers from an infection in her lungs  

following surgery for a total knee replacement.  

Dee is currently undergoing rehab in the          

Janesville Nursing Home.  

 Pastor Kathy’s friend Connie, and her husband 

Dwight, as they begin the difficult journey of 

Dwight’s diagnosis of ALS. 

 Garrett, cousin of Alyssa (Mikayla Spinler’s 

friend from college).  Garrett, age 13, has been 

battling leukemia over the years, and it is now 

becoming worse.  Garrett lives in Nebraska. 

 Danny Cartmill, of Oklahoma, brother of Cindy 

Saufferer, as he continues his medical journey   

as one of the very few long-term survivors of 

pancreatic cancer. 

 Pastor Kathy’s grandson, diagnosed with Lyme 

Disease, and undergoing a 27-day regimen of  

antibiotics. 

 Pastor Kathy’s 12-year-old great-nephew, AJ, 

facing surgery for back issues arising as a com-

plication of dwarfism.   

 The family of Bev Hanson, grandmother of 

Hjordi Churchill and Judy Mahler’s backyard 

neighbor, Tracy Ruiter.  Bev was just diagnosed 

in July with a reoccurrence of cancer that then 

took her life.  

 Theresa Riecke and her daughter Amanda. 

 All those affected by the California earthquakes 

and the hurricanes along the Gulf Coast.  

  A grandson of Chuck and Linda Danks, who 

suffered a concussion when he took a hit in the 

face-mask from a baseball.   

 Prayers of thanks for the beauty of two adult 

bald eagles seen on the way to BGUMC on  

Sunday, July 14th. 

 Marlis Mahler’s friend, Allison, as she consults 

with doctors for medical concerns. 

 For all in Alaska at risk from the rampant wild-

fires that are burning 1,000’s of acres per day. 

Judy Mahler’s niece, Jessica, of Fairbanks, lives 

within 15 miles of the closest fire. Please pray 

especially for the safety of the firefighters and 

the hotshot crews fighting the flames. 

 Tom Hagedorn, friend of Brian and Carolyn 

Kanne, whose brother, Mike passed away unex-

pectedly.   

  Leaders of our country and around the world. 

 Caregivers of persons with health concerns. 

 Prayers for the safety and well-being of children 

in the midst of concerning family situations. 

 For all of us to remember we are all a part of the 

community and body of Christ in the world.  

 All others who have been lifted in prayer this 

past month, both aloud, and silently.  
 

In Sympathy 
 

Alan Minske was born on January 
8, 1953 and passed away on Thurs-
day, June 27, 2019. Alan was a 
resident of Waterville, Minnesota 
at the time of passing. He graduat-
ed from Medford High School in 
1971 and was offered a football 

scholarship to play for the Golden Gophers at the 
University of MN. Visitation was held at Dennis 
Funeral & Cremation Services in Waterville on  
Saturday, July 6, 2019, followed by interment at the 
Blooming Grove United Methodist Cemetery in 
Waseca County. 

 

Prayer Shawl Thank You 
 
Thank you from Dee Bruce, Pastor 
Kathy’s mom, for the prayer shawl 
and all of the love and care mixed 

in with the woven strands of yarn.  She hopes to be 
well enough some day in the future to be able to 
come and meet us! 

 



Eleanor I. (Mrs. Harold) 
Saufferer, age 89, of 
Owatonna, died on Monday, 
July 22, 2019 at the Owaton-
na Hospital. 
 
Funeral services were at 
Blooming Grove United 
Methodist Church, rural 
Waseca County, on Friday, 
July 26, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. 

with the Reverend Kathy King officiating. Interment 
was at the Blooming Grove United Methodist 
Church Cemetery, rural Waseca County. 
 
Visitation was at the Boldt Funeral Home, Faribault, 
on Thursday, July 25, 2019 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
and also at the church for one hour prior to the ser-
vice on Friday. 
 
Eleanor I., the daughter of Hans and Mabel (Dean) 
Olson, was born on March 7, 1930 in Morristown. 
She married Harold J. Saufferer on February 11, 
1949 in Waseca. He preceded her in death on July 8, 
1986. Eleanor was a hard working farm wife who 
enjoyed gardening and canning, watching all Min-
nesota sports from high school to professional 
teams. Eleanor was very active at Blooming Grove 
United Methodist Church including being a member 
of the United Methodist Women for 60+ years. She 
was well known for her chocolate chip cookies for 
anyone who stopped in. Eleanor adored her grand-
children and great grandchildren who affectionately 
called her “Super Grandma.” 
 
She is survived by five children, Curtis (and Linda) 
Saufferer of Bemidji, Susan (and Larry) Balzer of 
Blooming Prairie, Bradley (and Cindy) Saufferer of 
Morristown, Bruce Saufferer of Morristown and 
Tracie (and Brad) Spinler of Morristown; ten grand-
children, Tarrah (and Jayson) Palm, Kyle Adams, 
Emily Erickson, Joel (and Katie) Adams, Beth (and 
Gill) Christesen, Amy Saufferer, Kristin (and Justin) 
Krell, Ryan Saufferer, Alex (and Lacey) Spinler and 
Mikayla Spinler; 11 great grandchildren and another 
one expected in October; and many nieces, nephews 
and other relatives. 
 
She was preceded in death by her parents; her hus-
band, Harold; one granddaughter, Marissa Spinler; 
and ten brothers and sisters. 
 
Memorials are preferred to the Building Fund at 
Blooming Grove United Methodist Church to make 
the church handicap accessible.  

 Jackson P. Morgan, age 45, 
passed away July 22nd.  Jackson 
was born in 1973 in Owaton-
na.  He graduated from Medford 
High School in 1992. He ob-
tained a degree in education 
from the University of Wiscon-
sin- Eau Claire.  He settled down 
in Northeast Minneapolis selling 
medical software to hospitals 

and clinics. He is survived by father, Gerald 
“Jerry”, Medford; mother, Jan,  AZ; sister, Kelly 
(Frank) Dorpinghaus,  brother, Mike Morgan.  His 
step mother was Linda Morgan. 

 

 Emily Nagel  
Shower 

 

July 27th the women of 
Blooming Grove UMC 
celebrated the upcoming 
nuptials of Emily Nagel 
and Brandon Church. 
There were 24 women 

who attended the shower.  A mixture of family, 
friends and church members.  Advice was given to 
Emily from others regarding the important things to 
remember once you are married.  A fun game of 
Bingo was played, with the guest writing out what 
gifts they believed Emily would be receiving.  It 
was interesting to hear how the guest want to 
stretch the meaning of the gift to match what they 
wrote.  There was lots of laughter surrounding the 
game.  There was also sadness for those who were 
not able to attend due to illness or other family   
reasons.  We wish 
Emily and Brandon 
all the happiness 
and joy when they 
say “I do” on 
9/28/19. 

  

 

DEFEAT      Brian and Carolyn Kanne and 

family will be participating in 
the Rochester Walk to Defeat 
ALS on August 24th. The 
team Linda’s Legacy, made 

up of Carolyn’s relatives, will again be hitting the 
trail to raise money to fund research to find a cure 
for this terrible disease. The team began in 2009 
after the loss of Carolyn’s cousin Linda to ALS.  
If you would like to donate, please contact Brian or 
Carolyn.  Thanks for your support!  

 



June 26, 2019  
 
In light of the recent news about children in U.S. 
government holding facilities along the U.S.-Mexico 
border, the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) has received numerous requests to re-
spond. We have heard the plea for action from the 
church. Unfortunately, the facilities in question are 
managed in such a way that precludes even 
UMCOR’s assistance. Access to these government 
facilities is extremely limited.  
 

As the arm of The United Methodist Church man-
dated to cultivate and promote mission, the General 
Board of Global Ministries seeks to equip your 
church with tools to use as you confront the frustra-
tion and helplessness that this situation evokes. 
While this particular case is in the U.S., we recog-
nize that migration is a global issue and the breadth 
and depth of our Global Migration programming at 
UMCOR and Global Ministries reflects that fact.  
 

As a church that is united on the need to care for 
children, we can be in mission together, Global Min-
istries encourages you to take part in solidarity for 
suffering children in three ways:    
1. PRAY - We encourage you to pray for chil-
dren. Below, you will find a prayer to use for suf-
fering children everywhere or specifically for the 
children suffering along the border.  
2. ACT - We encourage you to act on behalf of 
children. While we cannot take UMCOR hygiene 
kits to the U.S. government holding centers, we are 
distributing UMCOR hygiene kits at transitional 
shelters all along the US-Mexico border. In the last 
three months, UMCOR delivered 46,128 hygiene 
kits to six church-run transitional shelters. Instruc-
tions on how to make and send these kits are availa-
ble at this webpage: https://www.umcmission.org/
umcor/serve/relief- supply-network/hygiene-kit  
You can also act by calling your U.S. elected offi-
cials. The following link to the General Board of 
Church and Society, our sister United Methodist 
agency responsible for advocacy, will give you 
some suggestions on issues to raise with these offi-
cials. https://www.umcjustice.org/what- you-can-do/
advocacy/take-action/stand-with-immigrants-and-
refugees  
3. GIVE - Finally, we encourage you to give on 
behalf of children. Through the Global Migration 
Advance (https://advance.umcmission.org/p-525-

global-migration.aspx), UMCOR provides grants to 
organizations along the U.S. border and elsewhere 
around the world that are working to fill gaps in the 
needs and rights of migrants.  
 

Jesus implored his disciples to welcome the children. 
This is our mission: to make sure the children are 
welcomed. Thank you for your prayers, your actions 
and your gifts.  
 

A Prayer for Suffering Children  
God of All Children Everywhere, Our hearts are 
bruised when we see children suffering alone. Our 
hearts are torn when we are unable to help. Our 
hearts are broken when we have some complicity in 
the matter. For all the times we were too busy and 
shooed a curious child away, forgive us, oh God. For 
all the times we failed to get down on their level and 
look eye to eye with a child, forgive us, oh God. For 
all the times we did not share when we saw a hungry 
child somewhere in the world, forgive us, oh God. 
For all the times we thought about calling elected 
officials to demand change, but did not, forgive us, 
oh God. For all the times we thought that caring for 
the children of this world was someone else’s respon-
sibility, forgive us, oh God. With Your grace, heal 
our hearts. With Your grace, unite us in action. With 
Your grace, repair our government. With Your grace, 
help us to find a way to welcome all children every-
where, That they may know that Jesus loves them, 
Not just because “the Bible tells them so,” But be-
cause they have known Your love in real and tangi-
ble ways, And they know that nothing, absolutely 
nothing, can separate them from Your love. Amen.  
 
About the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR)  
Founded in 1940, the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR) is the global humanitarian aid 
and development agency of The United Methodist 
Church. UMCOR is working in more than 80 coun-
tries worldwide, including the United States and its 
territories. Our mission, grounded in the teachings of 
Jesus, is to alleviate human suffering - whether 
caused by war, conflict or natural disaster - with open 
hearts and minds to all people. UMCOR responds to 
natural or civil disasters that are interruptions of such 
magnitude that they overwhelm a community's abil-
ity to recover on its own. UMCOR works through 
programs that address hunger, poverty, sustainable 
agriculture, international and domestic emergencies, 
refugee and immigrant concerns, global health issues, 
and transitional development.  
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