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MN Conference of the
UMC Update
On 7/23/2020, the MN Conference of
the United Methodist Church released a
Facebook post reminding all MN UMCs of the governor’s mandate regarding the wearing of face masks.
The Conference added this note to their post:
“Something to be aware of, especially if you are worshipping indoors. The MN Conference urges churches to go slow, limit in-person gatherings to small
groups, meet primarily outdoors, and continue being
the church in creative ways.” Our Prairie Lakes Parish is diligently walking in these steps - and is now
offering outdoor drive-up worship! See full details in
this edition of the Visitor.

Thank You to Prairie Lakes Parish (PLP)
COVID-19 Response Groups
Thank you to Pastor Kathy and persons from our Prairie Lakes Parish
who have worked so hard together
over the past months to design our parish COVID-19 Response - and to make drive-up
worship a reality - all while surrounding multiple
moving target aspects of the COVID-19 situation.
It has been a group effort - involving folks from all
three churches in the parish: Blooming Grove UMC,
Janesville UMC, Waterville Evangelical UMC.
 PLP Leadership Team: Council Chairs and
PPRC members from each church (BG participants: Hjordi Churchill, Allison Janke, Judy
Mahler, Cindy Saufferer) - for establishing our
Yellow Phase COVID-19 Response Guidelines in
accordance with guidance/recommendations from
the MN Conference of the UMC.
 PLP Tech Team: Nick Zell and Andrew Edwards
(Janesville UMC), Bill & Karen Olson (WV
EUMC), Judy Mahler & Kristin Krell (BGUMC),
and Jerry King - for researching and finding,
testing, and implementing technical equipment/
aspects for outdoor and virtual worship. Going
forward, BGUMC is also excited about drive-up
worship technical assistance from Weston Janke
and Mason Nagel.
 PLP Worship Team: (BG participants: Patti
Ellingson, Carolyn Kanne, Faye Kanne, Judy
Mahler, Chery Southworth) - for brainstorming
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scheduling options and working together in the
months ahead to assist with drive-up worship
format and ideas.

Bishop Bard to lead MN in 2021
Our MN UMC Bishop, Bruce
Ough, will begin his vocational
retirement effective January 1, 2021,
at which time he begins serving in
an administrative role within the
Council of Bishops. In light of his
retirement, and the inability to gather and engage in episcopal elections
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the
North Central Jurisdiction College
of Bishops announced their plan for episcopal leadership for 2021. To serve the Dakotas-Minnesota Area,
Bishop Laurie Haller, Iowa, and Bishop David Bard,
Michigan, will be assigned as a team. Bishop Haller
will assume primary supervisory responsibility for the
Dakotas Conference, and Bishop Bard will assume
primary supervisory responsibility for the Minnesota
Conference. This assignment begins January 1, 2021,
and continues until another bishop is assigned, but no
later than December 31, 2021.
“The team of Bishops Bard and Haller will serve the
Dakotas-Minnesota Area well,” said Bishop Bruce R.
Ough. “Our respective conference leadership and staff
teams are strong and well positioned to work with Bishop Bard and Bishop Haller to carry our strategic and
missional efforts forward during this unprecedented
season of pandemic, social unrest, and the postponement of General and Jurisdictional Conferences. I am
appreciative of the bishops’ servant hearts and look
forward to working with them and our Area leadership
to facilitate a smooth and purposeful transition by the
end of this calendar year.”
David Bard was assigned to Michigan as Bishop in
2016. Prior to that, he served at First United Methodist
Church in Duluth, beginning in 2005. He has been in
ministry for more than 30 years and served in many
roles within both the MN Annual Conference and the
General Church. He received a BA from the U of M,
Duluth in 1981; his Master of Divinity at United Theological Seminary, Twin Cities 1984; and in 1994 he
received a Ph.D. from Southern Methodist University
with a focus on Christian ethics.

Staying in Love with God
If you’ve listened to our recent online worship services, you know that the Children’s Sermons
have focused on our hearts—not as the organ that does the important work of pumping oxygenated blood, but as the symbol of where we invite Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit to reside
within us.
These days are stressful. Many of us are anxious and desperate to be back worshiping with our
faith communities. Our Minnesota Annual Conference is reminding us that we are Wesleyan
and—as Methodists—and we are called to live under John Wesley’s three rules:
1. Do no harm
2. Do good
3. Stay in love with God
I have had my heart warmed by your best wishes in these times. It has helped me to focus on
what my heart tells me is best for our members and for our communities. I am blessed to have
your Leadership Team walk alongside of my ministry in these days of virtual worship times
and meetings. It has been challenging to learn new ways of being the church but technology
has enabled us to be the church at a time when we are not in the church.
My spring Course of Study classes through the Native American Course of Study program
were postponed in April. The NACOS board made the decision to hold the classes the week
of August 10-14th in Peoria IL. I will attend the classes virtually so if you need me during that
week, I’ll be available in the evenings. I am grateful that the NACOS board and instructors
understand that I am a high-risk individual, that I live with a high-risk spouse, and I am from
an area where there are too many COVID cases for me to feel comfortable being with a higherrisk community. The NACOS board and instructors are examples of our Wesleyan rules to do
no harm and to do good—while they provide classes and experiences that help your Pastor
learn, and at the same time—nurture my need for community helping me to stay in love with
God on my personal journey.
We all need the type of opportunities that help us stay in love with God. I’d challenge you to
look for them. It may be through Bible reading with your family. It may be through moments
spent with family members who you have remained in contact with in these times. It may be
through our virtual services or phone calls to fellow church members. I pray that we can continue to be the church through our drive-in and online worship services. I look forward to
seeing you at our outdoor services. The online worship services are available after 8:00 a.m.
Sundays. We will continue to do communion virtually until we move to blue phase.
Be well dear ones and keep washing those hands. Above all, stay in love with God!

Pastor Kathy
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Bob Jesse
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Brian Kanne
Brian Loken
Cecilia Nicholson
Anne Schreiner
Mikayla Janke
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Tyler Kosel
Summer Goldsmith
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Brad & Tracie Spinler
Elizabeth & Jeff Bartosch
Jessica & Aaron Buchholz
Chuck & Linda Danks
Kyle & Becky Lustig
Greg & Tanecka Poe
Gerard & Karen LaFond
It’s A Boy
Bowen Bradley
Spinler
July 2, 2020
Proud parents are
Alex and Lacey
Spinler
PROUD
grandparents are
Brad and Tracie
Spinler

Norm Witt has moved to a larger apartment.
His new address is:
Stonehaven Senior Living
1000 Station Trail #314
Eagan, MN 55123

Treasurer’s
Report
June 23—July 26, 2020

General Budget Income
Expenses
Salary Expense
Disability Insurance
Health Insurance
Pastor’s Non health flex
Pastor’s Housing
Pension
Lawn Mowing
Conference Claims
Excel Energy
Total Expenses

3,266.00
1,417.15
17.97
438.90
15.83
380.00
212.69
1,110.00
1,378.22
60.75
$ 5,031.51

(Net Income:  $ 

Other Income Received
Restoration
Cemetery Mowing
Visitor

1,470.00
600.00
100.00

Thank you for your continued financial
support of Blooming Grove UMC
Thank you for your continuing financial support
of BGUMC in these difficult days of the coronavirus
and social distancing. Your gifts make our ongoing
ministry in our church family and community possible,
even while we cannot be together, and as we now reach
out to people through the use of technology. Your
contributions help pay our pastor, building expenses,
utilities, insurance, our United Methodist apportionments, and all the other components of life in the
church. During this time when we are unable to
physically gather, please send your gifts/checks to
Blooming Grove United Methodist, P.O. Box 171,
Medford, MN 55049-0171. Again, thank you.

Thank You!

To the folks at Blooming Grove,
Thank you so very much for the beautiful
Prayer Shawl. It truly offers a comfort in the
knowledge that prayers have been offered to
our Lord.
The diagnosis of cancer is always a shock.
However, I put all of my trust in my Lord, and feel his
strength and love each day.
We will find out, in the next days, what options are best.
Chemotherapy is likely the next step. Even with this
approach, longevity is not expected. We will use each
day to do the Lord’s will.
Thank you again for your prayers. Live every day as if it
is your last.
Peace, Harley & Sherry Mahler

Welcome to Drive-Up Worship
at the United Methodist Churches of the Prairie Lakes Parish (PLP)
Blooming Grove UMC - 43089 180th St, Morristown, MN (NE corner of Waseca County)
Janesville UMC - 401 N West St, Janesville, MN
Waterville Evangelical UMC - 319 E Main St, Waterville, MN
Summer/Fall Weekends, beginning July 25th/26th
See reverse for schedule and guidelines
Worship without leaving your car!

Drive-Up Worship
It's time for us to gather AND it's time for us to gather safely while practicing good social distancing during
these days of COVID-19. To that end we are happy to announce that beginning the weekend of July 25th,
the Prairie Lakes Parish is offering DRIVE-UP WORSHIP! You are welcome to attend at any of our three
churches.
This is so exciting - and we thank you in advance for making it work by following the guidelines listed on
page 2 of this announcement - in order to ensure the health and safety of everyone in our church and community. (Guidelines are based on “Phased Re-Gathering Plan for Churches” created by the MN Conference
of the United Methodist Church.)
We look forward to being in one another’s presence again - even if it is to wave at one another through our
windshields! We're praying and planning for this to be an exciting and spiritually uplifting time for the power
of the Holy Spirit to bind us together. We hope that you can join us - and invite your neighbors and friends!
Thank you to the following persons/groups who have made drive-up worship possible:
1. The Minnesota Conference of the United Methodist Church, for awarding $1,000 grants to each of our
three PLP churches to be used to purchase outdoor worship equipment and virtual worship recording
equipment.
2. The PLP Tech Team, made up of members of each of the three churches, who researched, tested, purchased, and implemented the equipment required for outdoor worship.
3. The PLP Worship Team, made up of members of each of the three churches, who work together to
create monthly drive-up worship schedules and to brainstorm the flow of worship outdoors.
4. The many volunteers at each of our PLP churches who will make outdoor worship a reality each weekend.

Facebook Online Worship
In addition to Drive-Up Worship, we will continue to offer online worship, (weekly services pre-recorded
by Pastor Kathy King), as it allows the greatest accessibility for all people.
1. Weekly services will be “viewable” beginning at 8:00 A.M. Sunday mornings through our Prairie Lakes
Parish Facebook page. The video will then be available for viewing throughout the week.
2. The first Sunday of every month, Pastor Kathy will offer Holy Communion during this virtual service.
She invites you to prepare your own version of the communion elements to have with you for blessing.

Prairie Lakes Parish Drive-Up Service Schedule
Prairie Lakes Parish members are welcome to attend any of these services.
July 25
July 26

Saturday 6:45 pm
Sunday 9:00 am

Janesville UMC
Blooming Grove UMC

Trial Run
Trial Run

August 1
August 2

Saturday 6:45 pm
Sunday 9:00 am

Waterville Evangelical UMC
Janesville UMC

August 8
August 9

Saturday 6:45 pm
Sunday 9:00 am

Blooming Grove UMC
Waterville Evangelical UMC

August 15
August 16

Saturday 6:45 pm
Sunday 9:00 am

Janesville UMC
Waterville Evangelical UMC

August 22
August 23

Saturday 6:45 pm
Sunday 9:00 am

Blooming Grove UMC
Janesville UMC

August 29
August 30

Saturday 6:45 pm
Sunday 9:00 am

Waterville Evangelical UMC
Blooming Grove UMC

Prairie Lakes Parish Drive-Up Worship Guidelines
1. If you are sick, or a high-risk individual, or in quarantine, we encourage you to continue to stay home
and join us through our on-line worship.
2. Drive-up worship bulletins will be available on our Prairie Lakes Parish Facebook page each Saturday.
Print a copy to bring with you by double clicking on the bulletin attachment to open it, then select
“File/Print”.
3. Please arrive in one vehicle for each household. We suggest you get to the church ahead of time.
4. Stop at the entrance station on your way into the parking area where…
a. You may drop your offering gifts in the specially marked container. Thanks for supporting our
ministry!
b. Ushers (masked and gloved) will greet you to record attendance for contract tracing purposes
and to guide your car into its spot.
5. Follow these best practice guidelines of social distancing (by doing so, windows can be rolled down and
masks do not need to be worn):
a. Park at least 6 feet apart.
b. Stay in the safety of your own vehicles.
c. Those who drive BIG vehicles, please park toward the back in order to allow a good view for
everyone.
6. Enjoy each service over our outdoor sound system—with your windows rolled down—or—tune your
vehicle’s radio to FM station 88.3 and listen in the comfort of air conditioning! (Transmission range is
limited to each church parking lot.)
7. Note: there is no admittance to buildings or restrooms - and playground equipment is unavailable. Any
use of facilities will necessitate a sanitizing after each use. You can see the challenge!
8. In case of rain or inclement weather, notice of cancellation of drive-up worship will be posted on our
Prairie Lakes Parish Facebook page. You may then enjoy our on-line worship service instead!

Please pray for the following
persons and situations
shared publicly within our
community of BGUMC in
the past month.
Note from Pastor Kathy King:
Please call or text me if you would like me to visit or
if there is a prayer concern that you prefer to keep
private. We are a community strengthened by the
power of prayer. We are stronger when we intercede
on the behalf of our brothers and sisters in the faith.
Please know that does not mean your name needs to
be on a public prayer list. It means that your Pastor
can pray for you and help you in any way you define.



















Cris VanZuilen’s sister Karen, who is undergoing
a long recovery after recent critical surgery to fix
the vision in her eye. The great news is that surgery went well and all seems to be healing
normally!
Faye, as she recovers from cataract surgery.
Melvin, friend of members of BGUMC, and father
of church neighbors. In May, he suffered an aortic
aneurism and underwent surgery in Rochester. He
has now moved to a rehab facility to continue his
long journey to recovery.
Marlis Mahler’s brother, Harley, who has been
diagnosed with an aggressive form of cancer and
who has begun intense rounds of chemotherapy.
Little Kinsley, granddaughter of Ken and Tena
Harren, as she begins another set of surgeries to
repair her nose and to “release” two fingers on
each hand. The little sweetie will be in casts for a
month. Please also pray for Kinsley’s parents and
for her medical team.
Delores Parrish, and her family, as Delores was
moved to Homestead Hospice House in Owatonna.
Jeannette, from Waterville Evangelical UMC as
she enters hospice care.
Persons in South Central Minnesota who are
dealing with the aftermath of flooding and water
issues from recent heavy rains.
Pastor Kathy’s niece and her husband, and their
little boy, whose home and belongings were
destroyed by fire in July. They were at work, and
their little boy was at daycare, but their beloved
dog did not survive the fire.
Members of Carol Karsten’s family - her daughter,
Denise, is undergoing knee replacement surgery
the week of July 27th, and her son-in-law, Ron,
will be undergoing surgery the first week in
August.
All in our circle of family, friends, neighbors,
communities - as well as persons around our state/
country/world whom we have never met - who are
impacted by COVID-19 in the myriad of signifi-

cant ways that it is playing out in our lives,
from quarantine, to loss of “normalcy”, to loss
of income, to heartbreaking illness, to loss of
loved ones.

Peter G. Poole, beloved

husband of Lenore Trandem
Poole, passed away on July
4, 2020. Peter was 73. No
funeral has been set.

Daniel Robert "Danny" Cartmill II
Danny was born on July 10,
1961 to Daniel Robert Cartmill
and Marjorie Louise Knox
Cartmill in Bethesda, Maryland. He grew up in Anthony,
Kansas and had a gleam in his
blue eyes that revealed to everyone that he liked to turn a
little fun into a lot of mischievous activities with
skill and courage. His passion was Nature. He
loved to spend time hunting fishing, farming, riding
motorcycles, and any outside activity. Danny felt
closer to God through these adventures with
Nature. He loved to go to Colorado and explore
the mountain beauty and enjoy the mountain hunting. He shared these adventures with Margaret
Locarnini and Clara Reida, from Westcliff, Colorado. He was lucky and proud to call them both
“Mom”.
Danny was married to Cindy Nusz on March 7th,
1987. They were blessed with two children, Molly
Gean Cartmill Tebow and Daniel Robert Cartmill
III. His biggest pride was his grandchildren.
Danny had two beautiful sisters: Patty Aldrich and
Cindy Saufferer. He teased his sisters and went on
many adventures with them, as they grew up. They
were life-long friends. Danny was a Lucky brother,
even into adulthood as their love was strong for one
another.
Danny was a Supervisor Pipeline Mechanic at
OneOk Oil and Gas, Medford, Oklahoma, and was
not afraid of hard work. He always spoke with
what was on his mind. He was one that believed
that you should speak the truth, work hard every
day and give it your all. Danny was a man of
Word. He believed your word was a part of your
character.
Danny was a miracle to have beaten Pancreatic
cancer, but the cure took a toll on his body. Danny
lived a full 59 years and entered heaven on July 12,
2020. Danny is preceded in death by his father
Daniel Robert Cartmill Sr.
A Celebration of Life was held on July 18, 2020
at The Cartmill Farm, Medford, Oklahoma.

Summer Mission Giving Opportunity
Annual Conference Love Offering
July 1st - August 16th
We invite you to partner with United Methodists from across Minnesota to “Be the
Light - Live Hope” through your financial gifts for this year’s Annual Conference
Love Offering, the focus of which is to help some of the most vulnerable among us
in Minnesota in these turbulent times. All funds will be distributed among four service organizations, as listed
below.
By August 16th, please mail your gifts to our BGUMC address, PO Box 171, Medford, MN 55049-0171.
Please note “Love Offering” in the memo line of your check or on a note enclosed with your gift. We will then
pool all BGUMC donations and mail them to the MN UMC Conference office in time for them to be added to
gifts from around the state, with totals announced at the August 29th Annual Conference.

Emma Norton Services - St. Paul/Maplewood

Emma Norton Services (ENS) is a nonprofit organization actively combating
poverty and positively impacting more than 250 people annually. ENS partners
with women, children, and families who are homeless and experiencing the
challenges of mental and/or chemical disabilities. Without having to worry
about the basic need of a safe, secure place to live, women and children can utilize and focus on supportive
programs, life skills, services and opportunities available to accomplish their goals. ENS fosters stability and
encourages personal growth at two locations: Emma Norton Residence in the heart of downtown St. Paul is
home to 50 individual women - Emma’s Place in Maplewood is home to 13 single parent families with three
or more children. Housing is permanent - the women and families may reside with ENS as long as they desire.

Simpson Housing Services - Minneapolis

Simpson Housing Services began as an emergency overnight shelter in the basement of
Simpson United Methodist Church in 1982. Simpson has since become a leading nonprofit
providing assistance to people experiencing homelessness. In response to unmet community
needs, their programs have grown to include emergency shelter, single adult supportive
housing, and family supportive housing. They work across the metro area, partnering with
landlords and developers to find affordable housing for all families and individuals. At any
given time, they provide supportive services to 100 individuals and 210 families with over 500 children.

Joyce Uptown Foodshelf - Minneapolis

The mission of the Joyce Uptown Food Shelf is to distribute food to those in need,
with respect and dignity, as an expression of the love of God. In a message from
their website: “We join our community in mourning Mr. Floyd's tragic death.
We stand with everyone seeking to root out the injustices within our current
systems and support full equity for all people. The collateral damage to small
businesses has only further intensified the need to support our neighbors
experiencing food insecurity. We are working with Hunger Solutions and other organizations in our
community to coordinate efforts to support and distribute food to our community.”

MN Conference Committee on Native American Ministry’s Diaper Drop

The casino and restaurant industry, a primary source of revenue in our Native American communities of Minnesota, has been severely impacted by the COVID-19 related
closings and limited re-openings. Many of our native brothers and sisters have been
without income for a number of months, and/or are now working with limited income.
In an effort to share our care and our resources, the MN Conference Committee on Native American Ministry (CONAN), of which Cindy Saufferer is a member, is leading
an effort called “Diaper Drops”. Funds raised by our Conference Love Offering will
be used to purchase semi-loads of factory-direct diapers, which will be delivered to
Health & Human Services groups in our MN native communities, to be given to persons in need of these
important supplies for their children.

6/2/2020 Update from Lorriane Charinda of the Kamisamba Farm & Training Center
Democratic Republic of the Congo
“Production in the Midst of COVID-19”
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In the past several years, BGUMC has partnered
with the Kamisamba Farm & Training Center
through special mission offerings. Cindy Saufferer,
of BGUMC, has been to the Kamisamba Farm
through her work with the United Methodist General
Board of Global Ministries, and knows Lorraine personally. The following story and photos are taken
from Lorraine’s May 2020 Missionary Newsletter.
Production is ongoing with an increase in harvest of
maize this year compared to the last season.
 We did 8 hectares (1 hectare = 2.47 acres) of
maize and harvested an average of 4 tonnes per
hectare. We also had a good harvest of soybeans,
groundnuts and sugar beans (peas).
 On the animal site, there continues to be an increase in the number of pigs which allows us to sell
some, giving us a revenue which enables us to pay
for some of the expenses of the farm. This has been
a lucrative enterprise.
 We are also in the process of renovating 2 old
fish ponds which were constructed a few years ago
but never used. This additional site will be a much
needed source of income for the farm. It will also be
a breeding site to help cater for other districts
who want to start fish production and help in fundraising efforts for the district's projects.
 In the crop section site, transplantation of onions,
chinese cabbage, cabbages and tomatoes is ongoing.
In addition, 1 hectare of cassava field.
 Pineapples which were planted last year are
coming out well, including the mandarins, orange
and lemon trees.
 A new solar and water system was installed and
this has been a really great addition to the farm.
Campaigns in communities for renewable energy
were being done just before the evolution of the
COVID19 pandemic. We were forced to stop these
as lock-downs were put in place.
 In the previous Belgian house, bathrooms and
lighting systems were installed. This has given a
new look to the house. We intend to make this into a
guesthouse where the income retrieved from this
house will go towards activities that happen at the
school centre.

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED to:
Box 171, Medford, MN 55049
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Virtual Annual Conference August 29th
“Be the Light - Live Hope!”
The MN UMC Annual Conference, postponed due to COVID-19, has been
rescheduled as a one-day virtual session on Saturday, August 29th, with a virtual
clergy session held on Friday, August 28th. Cindy Saufferer will represent
BGUMC at Saturday’s session, which will also be live streamed to the MN UMC Conference Facebook page where all non-voting visitors can watch as well.
 9:30 - 11:30 A.M. - Session One. This session will open with worship, remembering of the saints, and the
episcopal address. It will also include a time of looking at where we are headed as an annual conference and
celebrating our people, including those who are to be licensed for ministry, those graduating from Course
of Study, those being commissioned as lay ministers, deaconesses, and home missioners, and ELI Project
interns.
 1:30 - 3:30 P.M. - Session Two. The focus of this session will be legislation, and will conclude the day with
a worship service honoring our retiring clergy.
In preparation for 2020 Annual Conference, each district superintendent will host a virtual pre-conference event
for delegates. Southern Prairie: Monday, August 3 rd, 6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
We include a final note from Rev. Cindy Gregorson, director of ministries for the MN Annual Conference:
“These are unprecedented times, are they not? But the good news is that we are always the church, whether we
can meet face-to-face or through the gift of technology. There is much to celebrate in terms of the ways we have
been innovating and responding, and it will be important to come together to lament and grieve for all that we
have endured. That old hymn that was the gathering song for the circuit riders as they came together for annual
conference is particularly poignant this year: “And are we yet alive, and see each other’s face?” We will gather.
We may not see each other’s faces in the same way, but we will rely on God’s grace and trust it is enough.

