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Readers, Greeters & Treats
July 7

Reader: Linda Danks
G&T: Trudi and Dick Fisher
July 14 Reader Needed
Treats: Patti Ellingson
July 21 Special Service at Pizza Farm
July 28 Reader: Theresa Riecke
G&T: Chuck and Linda Danks

Because of the great meaning that it has for her, we
held the hymn differently in our hearts, and heard its
message again as if for the first time. Our high
school instrumentalists continued the adventure that
day with their rendition of “Peace Like a River”.
We are excited to receive the gifts of music and
meaning that you all are invited to share with us in
the months ahead.

Thanks &
Blessings for
Pastors JJ &
Stefanie
Morgan
and Family

Share your Favorite
Hymn/Song
During Morning
Worship!
One of the great ministries
of BGUMC is the music
that rings from the rafters of
our sanctuary. We are
blessed to have a talented
group of singers and instrumentalists in our midst as
both members and friends of our congregation.
We know that there are many favorite hymns and
songs that have great meaning to you, and we invite
you now to share them in a unique way with
BGUMC. Beginning this summer, allow your favorite to come to mind and then contact Judy Mahler
(507-456-3937) to arrange a Sunday on which the
congregation can sing your song. The best part is that
we invite you and/or a group of anyone that you wish
to have join you, lead the first verse of your song and
the congregation will join in on the rest of the verses!
Your group can be family members or friends, coworkers, a teacher, someone that you happen to know
through musical contacts that you have, or someone
with whom you have always wanted to perform. You
can sing, you can play instruments, it can be a solo or
a duet or an ensemble! Judy will help you find music,
if needed. She will also be available to practice with
you and serve as your accompanist.
Our friend, Briana Baker, began this new adventure
with us on Sunday, June 23rd, as she led us in the first
verse of one of her favorite hymns, “Pass It On”.

July 2019

In early June, we
joined together in
morning worship and
gathered during a
farewell reception to
express our thanks
and blessings to Pastors JJ and Stefanie Morgan and their family as they
transition to their new appointment at Bethlehem
UMC in Hutchinson. We include here a portion of
our Litany of Endings and Beginnings: “Eternal
God, whose steadfast love for us is from everlasting
to everlasting, we commend one another into Your
care as we move in new directions. Keep us in Your
love forever, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”
Dear Church—
Thank you for the warm send-off and for the cool
picture and gift card! We are so grateful for the
years we got to spend with you. We will continue
to keep you in our prayers, for your new building
adventure, and for your future ministries.
May God bless you!
The Morgan family

God is Good!
It is such a blessing to write this reflection as your pastor!
It has long been a dream of mine to be in full-time ministry.
God is good. One of my favorite songs from the United
Methodist Worship and Song Book is God is Good, All the
Time. The verses remind us that God is indeed good all the
time:
In our doubts, hopes and fears, joys and tears,
God is good, God is good all the time.
When there’s no one to share our despair,
God is good, God is good all the time.
When there’s love to be found all around,
God is good, God is good all the time.
When our sorrows we bring, let us sing,
God is good, God is good all the time.
As our thanks and our praise now we raise,
God is good, God is good all the time.
What a wonderful way to be reminded that life has doubts, hopes, fears, joys, and tears.
As members of the family of God, my prayer is that we do not face despair alone—that
we know we have an advocate who journeys in step with us for those times. In the
meetings between our joint SPRC’s, there is love all around—I have felt it in the emails
and in my initial introductions with Blooming Grove UMC and Waterville EUMC family.
We begin a new journey as we become a community of three churches. Our community
will face challenges as we honor one another’s traditions and ministries. But in the challenges, we have a wonderful opportunity to be an example to our connectional United
Methodist brothers and sisters. We can reach out to one another—across physical
community barriers—to be the body of Christ. How awesome will it be to pray for one
another’s doubts, hopes and fears, joys and tears? Individually, we KNOW the power of
prayer. As a community, we can join our voices and show the MN Annual Conference
that we are committed to making disciples for the transformation of the world.
The picture I include in this message is the place I often begin my mornings (well—in
the Spring through Fall months anyway). As I sip my coffee and spend my devotion time
each morning, I hear God’s creation through the bird’s song, in the deep resonant hum
of the bumble bees busy collecting pollen, and in the whisper of the tree-tops if the
breeze is blowing. I’d love to have you join me on my step for a visit. Jerry and I look
forward to meeting each one of you and being your partners on the wonderful journeys
of faith God has so richly blessed us with!
Your sister in Christ,

Pastor Kathy

JULY CALENDAR
Sunday Worship
2 Tues

5:00 pm
6:30 pm
10 Wed 7:00 pm
21 Sun 10:30 am
27 Sat 10:00 am

8:15 a.m.

Building Project Team Mtg
VBS planning Meeting
Joint PPRC Mtg in WV
Service at the Pizza Farm
Shower for Emily Nagel

Cleaning
July 14, 28

Nancy & Susan

Paraments
The parament color for July is Green.

Happy Birthday
1
3
5
5
5
6
7
7
9
13
14
14
15
16
18
20
20
26
27
28
28
30
31

Tena Harren
Gerald Morgan
Rebecca Frankenberry
Parker Nelson
Lois Hamilton
Samuel Kanne
Dawn Yule
Alexys Lustig
Alexandra Martin
Linda Danks
Mason Nagel
Regan Poe
Lenore Poole
Tess VanZuilen
Greg Poe
Holly Nagel
Sharon Nelson
Ben Fyvie
Ashley Loken
Stephanie Neuhaus
Ryan Saufferer
Mikayla Spinler
Robert Nelson

Happy Anniversary
21 Mike & Allison Janke
25 Doug & Mary Wilkowske

Come, enjoy the
once-a-year event!
No words spoken -all music and song!
9:00 am, Sunday, July 7
Elysian United Methodist Church
201 Fourth Street NW
Everyone Welcome!

Treasurer’s Report
May 18—June 24, 2019
General Budget Income
$9,810.07
Expenses
Pastors Salaries
1,663.49
Water for Parsonage
52.96
Waste Management
8.13
Cell Phone
35.00
Health Insurance
550.00
Pension
222.46
Continuing Education
3.73
Softener Salt
10.61
Electric Parsonage
59.63
Parsonage
100.00
Centerpoint Energy
23.74
Internet
40.72
Guest Pastor
300.00
Cleaning
126.00
Excel Energy
14.18
Conference Claims
1,355.84
MN Annual Conference
257.50
Pastor Farewell
64.69
Pastor gift
120.00
Post Office Box
56.00
Vote Facilitator
50.00
Lawn Mowing
540.00
Total Expenses
$ 5,272.38
(Net Income: -+ $4,537.69)
Other Income Received
Camp Scholarships
500.00
Cemetery
1,000.00
Love Offering
925.00
Pastor Gift
120.00
Restoration
5,231.25
($231.25 of that from the Wagon Trail
Free will offering)
Join us for VBS this
summer!
Waterville Evangelical
Church
Sunday July 14 through
Thursday July 18
from 6pm – 8pm.
ONE SMALL STEP FOR KIDS...
ONE GIANT LEAP FOR GOD'S KINGDOM!
Blast off with the first VBS to land on Mars! To Mars
and Beyond will help us to discover the wonders of
God's universe. You will become Voyagers on a journey through space, exploring where God's power can
take you.
Join us for VBS this summer!

Sunday,
July 21, 2019
Worship Service & Pizza
at Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm

Holding
God’s
Holy World
in Our Hands

41142 160th Street, Waseca, MN 56093
All are Welcome!

Celebrating God’s Holy World
10:00–10:30: Time to gather and pre-order pizzas. (Feel free to place group orders.)
10:30–11:30: Worship Service led by neighboring church, Blooming Grove United Methodist,
in partnership with World Beat Connection – a group of MN United Methodist professional musicians,
featuring a mix of old-time gospel, contemporary Christian music, and Christian rock.
11:30–1:00: Continue ordering pizzas and enjoy lunch on the grounds, with jazz, blues,
and contemporary music provided by World Beat Connection.
Blooming Grove UMC will provide, plates, forks, and napkins.
Bring your own seating, portable table, or even just a blanket – and “shade tents” if desired.
Pack a cooler with a beverage and any other food you wish to enjoy with your pizza!
In event of rain, gather by the inside stage at the Pizza Farm Barn.

Holding God’s World: Support for Bethlehem Inn of Waseca,
Short-Term Transitional Home for Women and Children
10:30–1:00: Pizza Farm donates $2.00 from the sale of each pizza to Bethlehem Inn of Waseca.
11:30 – 1:00: Blooming Grove UMC sells sweet treats for dessert! All proceeds go to Bethlehem Inn of Waseca.

Holding God’s World: Disaster Recovery for Hamburg, IA Farming Community
100% of all proceeds from a free-will offering during worship will go toward United Methodist disaster relief
efforts in Hamburg, a small farming community in SW Iowa, devastated by ongoing 2019 flooding of the Missouri River. Much of Hamburg has been destroyed and many farmers have been displaced from their property.
Directions to Pizza Farm from Blooming Grove United Methodist Church: Go south on 180th Street for
approximately .2 miles. Turn right onto 430th Ave/County Hwy 10, travel 2.01 miles. Turn left onto 160th Street
and travel 1.8 miles. Pleasant Grove is on the left. If you have any questions, call (507) 456-3937.

Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm

World Beat Connection

Blooming Grove United Methodist

https://www.
pleasantgrovepizzafarm.com

https://www.
minnesotaumc.org/worldbeatconnection

http://www.
bloominggroveumc.org

Sunday, July 21st BGUMC Worship Service
to be held at Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm
On Sunday, July 21st, Blooming Grove UMC will partner with our country neighbor, the Pleasant Grove Pizza
Farm, and the MN United Methodist music group,
“World Beat Connection”, to lead 10:30 A.M. worship.
This worship service will be located at the Pizza Farm
and will take the place of our 8:15 worship service at BGUMC. This gathering is open to all persons in
our congregation, our country neighborhood, and the surrounding communities. See the Pizza Farm flyer
on the flip side of this page for more information.
We invite you to help host this community partnership event. See below for additional information about
this morning as well as a list of volunteer opportunities. Please sign-up on the Pizza Farm volunteer sheet
at church or by contacting one of our Pizza Farm Worship Committee Members. Thank you!
-- Linda Danks, Patti Ellingson, Carolyn Kanne, Judy Mahler, Marlis Mahler
Pizza Farm Music: World Beat Connection
Our Pizza Farm worship service will be led in partnership with World Beat Connection – a group of MN
UMC professional musicians, including Robynn Jensen (lead vocal), Lyndy Zabel (keyboard and vocals),
Quentin Denzene (electric guitar), Alan Husby (electric bass), and a drummer (TBD). World Beat Connection is an official non-profit ministry of the MN United Methodist Conference. They minister through music in Minnesota, the Caribbean, and Latin America by blending styles from a variety of cultural, ethnic,
and geographical backgrounds. Concerts are given by vocalists and instrumentalists who volunteer their
time to raise money for United Methodist and other charities.
Pizza Farm Mission Giving
We offer two mission-giving opportunities at the Pizza Farm worship service:
 Bethlehem Inn of Waseca: This Short-Term Transitional Home, operated by a faith-based organization,
provides a living environment for women and children, and is located on the campus of Sacred Heart
Catholic Church. Their mission is to help women and children in need from Waseca/Steele Counties by
providing safe, short-term housing, empowering residents to improve their lives, and providing assistance in accessing area social service providers to help them regain self-sufficiency and dignity. Since
its opening in January 2019, Bethlehem Inn has hosted 22 women – many of whom come with children.
Through this program, 18 of the women have been able to find employment and permanent housing.
 Iowa United Methodist Disaster Recovery Assistance for the community of Hamburg: Hamburg is a
small farming community in SW Iowa, wedged between the Nishnabotna and Missouri Rivers. They
have been devastated by ongoing 2019 flooding of the Missouri River. The amount of water being released over dams upriver on the Missouri and flowing toward Hamburg is currently greater than the
amount of water that flows over Niagara Falls. Much of Hamburg farmland is still under water and
there are farmers who have not been back on their property since the flooding began at the end of
March.
Pizza Farm Volunteer Opportunities
 Bake sweet treats for the BGUMC “Dessert Bake Sale” at the Pizza Farm (cupcakes, bars, cookies –
pre-package as one large bar or cupcake or two large cookies or three small cookies). All proceeds go
to Bethlehem Inn of Waseca.
 8:00 – 8:30 - Serve as hosts at BGUMC for anyone who might stop by for 8:15 worship and invite them
to Pizza farm Service at 10:30. Assist BG Pizza Farm Committee to gather and load supplies at church.
 8:45 – 9:45 – Assist BG Pizza Farm Committee in Set Up at the Pizza Farm
 9:45 – 10:30 - Serve as “Direction Giver” at BGUMC location to help people find the Pizza Farm
 9:45 – 10:30 - Serve as part of the “Hospitality Crew” at the Pizza Farm, including welcomers at the
driveway, greeters at the building site and welcomers at the worship area
 9:45 – 1:00 – Take shifts in serving as Bake Sale Table Hosts
 Assist in leading portions of the worship service (scripture, prayer, congregational readings)
 Photographer to capture memories from the day
 Help promote this event by distributing flyers to friends, family, co-workers, neighbors, area businesses.

Highlights from Minnesota Annual Conference – June 2019
Thank you to Cindy Saufferer for serving as our BGUMC Lay Delegate to Annual Conference. The
following highlights were taken from an article written by Christa Meland, Director of Communications
for the MN Conference of the UMC. See italicized areas for BGUMC involvement, and go to
www.minnesotaumc.org for more stories.

Theme: Drawing on John 4:1-26, the theme of Annual Conference was “Dare to Reach: Love Boldly!” At our gathering, we
explored ways in which Jesus calls us to step out of our comfort zone
and reach those around us with the love of God in ways beyond our
imagination. We learned about and discussed the importance of sharing our collective story of how God’s love quenches our thirst and
claims us, and inviting everyone to drink from the well so that their
thirst may be quenched.

Inclusive vision: After spending much of Wednesday discussing The United Methodist Church’s
changing landscape and engaging in respectful conversations, Annual Conference members voted 491-86
to adopt a vision for Minnesota that names a commitment to the full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ people in the
life of the church. The vision says that “we are called to be faithful to the example of Jesus’ ministry to
and with all persons,” expresses a commitment to center marginalized voices, and vows to affirm each
clergyperson’s prayerful discernment about whether to officiate same-sex weddings. Separately, members
voted 446-108 to adopt a resolution that formally recognizes that the Traditional Plan that the 2019 Special
Session of General Conference approved in February “does great harm to the witness of The United Methodist Church.”

Other key votes:

Annual Conference members elected 12 delegates to represent them at the 2020
General and Jurisdictional Conferences (including
Blooming Grove UMC member Cindy Saufferer),
approved a flat 2020 budget, adopted a resolution
supporting campus ministry, and decided to send two
petitions on to the 2020 General Conference for consideration. One of the petitions would amend The Book of
Discipline so that complaints can only be filed against
clergy from within their own annual conferences and the
other would allow licensed local pastors who have met
minimum requirements to serve as clergy delegates to
General and Jurisdictional or Central Conferences.

Love Offering: As of the end of Annual Conference, more than $80,000 had been given to
the 2019 Love Offering. The recipients of this year’s offering are: Lao Samphan Methodist Church in Laos
(60 percent), the Volunteer Lawyers Network, which provides free civil legal services to low-income Minnesotans (20 percent), and Volunteers in Mission scholarships (20 percent). Thank you for your generosity!
(Blooming Grove UMC donated $925 toward the Love Offering!)
(continued)

Bishop’s Episcopal Address: Pointing to the story of Jesus’
conver-sation with a Samaritan woman told in John 4, Bishop Ough delivered a powerful Episcopal Address in which he reminded us that to reach
new people, we must cross boundaries, remove barriers, and overcome
fears to enter into conversations that we or someone else believes should
never take place. He reminded us that each of us has a God story, and each
of us is God’s intended evangel to at least one other person. “Go to the
well; tell everyone you can where they can find the living water,” he said.

Teaching sessions with Mark Teasdale: Rev. Dr.
Mark Teasdale, the E. Stanley Jones Associate Professor of Evangelism at
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, delivered two teaching sessions
in which he reminded us that we have what it takes to be evangelists.
Effective evangelism is about fully formed Christians sharing with others the
goodness of God that we’ve experienced and where we see God at work in our lives. We must be faithful
to the teachings of the Christian tradition and contextually aware—meaning we listen to those around us to
find out how God is already at work in their lives and ensure that what we’re sharing is meaningful to
them.

Recognizing those entering new phases of life and ministry:
At a Celebration of Life in Ministry worship service Tuesday evening, hundreds of Minnesota United
Methodists gathered to remember 28 friends and colleagues who have died over the past year, honor 20
retiring clergy, and celebrate four people being ordained, one person being restored for the work of an
elder, 26 newly licensed local pastors, and two licensed local pastors finishing their course of study.
Thanks be to God for this group of dedicated leaders!

Purple Lydia Scarves:
United Methodists in the
Dakotas and Minnesota were invited to
knit and crochet
10,000 purple
scarves. This initiative, called the Lydia
Project after Lydia
from Acts 16, will
be tangible sign of radical hospitality to welcome all who
come from all over the world to the next UMC General
Conference, to be held in Minneapolis in May 2020. The
ambitious goal was met, and exceeded, with 13,000 scarves!
Our own Blooming Grove UMC fiber artists (Faye Kanne,
Sheryl Brisel, Carolyn Kanne, and Linda Danks) handcrafted 46 of these beautiful scarves that were blessed at the MN UMC Annual Conference.

Please keep the
following people in your
prayers.











All people traveling (some with children and
grandchildren) during the summer months.
Marlis Mahler’s co-worker, Mary Jo, whose
abnormal mammogram and follow-up biopsy
indicated the need for more investigation.
Jackie Krause, friend of BGUMC members of the
Waseca Chorale, as she battles cancer.
For the family and friends of those who lost their
lives in the mass shooting in Virginia, and for
those who were injured in the shooting.
Emma, from Wisconsin - a friend of Luke VanZuilen’s - who was involved in a tragic vehicle
accident the weekend of June 8th and sustained
severe injuries, including a massive head injury.
She is hospitalized in Green Bay where the surgeons had to remove a portion of her skull to
relieve the pressure on her brain. Emma has been
in a medically induced coma – and connected to
support systems - in order to give her brain the
best chance to heal. The swelling in her brain,
and resulting pressure, have begun to decrease.
Her doctors are now able to begin the process of
assessing the full impact of her injuries and developing plans for continued treatment and hoped
-for rehabilitation. Emma has a long road ahead
of her. Outcomes are still unknown. Her surgeon believes in the power of prayer, believes in
miracles, and has seen traumatically injured
people recover. Thank you from Emma’s family
& friends for continued prayers.
For the family and friends of the young woman
who drowned in a hot tub on the Alaskan Cruise
ship on which Char Frankenberry, Theresa
Riecke, Amanda Riecke, and their extended
family members were vacationing.
Eleanor Saufferer, who has returned home after
care at the Owatonna Hospital and rehab work at
Koda Living Community in Owatonna.
Ann, Jim Southworth’s sister-in-law, who fell
when her daily encounter with the friendly neighborhood dog took an unexpected turn and Ann
was accidentally knocked down. Complicated by
Ann’s arthritis, the fall resulted in broken bones
in her left foot as well as two breaks in her right
ankle – requiring major surgery to repair it with a
rod from her knee on down and screws in the
ankle. Ann’s mobility is now severely limited as
her bones heal.





















Prayers of thanks from Carol Karsten for her
son Wally and wife Nancy whose house sold in
a short period of time!
Theresa Riecke’s friend Karen, who lost one
kidney due to cancer and who just underwent
surgery to remove 2/3 of her other kidney due to
newly discovered cancer. Pray for the remaining portion of Karen’s kidney that it may remain
strong and cancer-free.
Please hold a friend of Judy Mahler and Marlis
Mahler in your prayers as she recovers from
complicated and extensive neck surgery.
Chuck Grose, of Shakopee (friend of our congregation and former pastor at BGUMC) who
had a mini stroke on June 23rd and was hospitalized at Abbott Northwestern. This is his second
one since November. Please hold both Chuck
and his wife Trish in your prayers.
Pastor Kathy’s mother, Delores (Dee) Bruce,
as she recovers from surgery for a total knee
replacement on June 24th. Dee has just recently
recovered from other health concerns this spring
that will complicate her recovery journey.
Pastor Kathy’s sister, Kari Grisin, as she recovers from hip replacement surgery that became
complicated and required rehab stay in a swing
bed unit following the surgery.
Lacey Spinler’s nephew McLain, age 2, who
underwent surgery in Rochester to set and cast
his femur, which he broke on June 15th.
Continued prayers for Marlis Mahler as, in early
July, she will move to the next phase of her
journey in restoring her home from water damage.
Leaders of our country and around the world.
Caregivers of persons with health concerns.
Prayers for the safety and well-being of children
in the midst of concerning family situations.
For all of us to remember we are all a part of the
community and body of Christ in the world.
All others who have been lifted in prayer this
past month, both aloud, and silently.
The family of Pastor Clint Evans. Clint was a
friend of Pastor Kathy who was licensed the
same year as JJ and Kathy. His dream was to be
ordained but—last year, his life took a turn. He
developed lung cancer. At a time he should have
been moving to his newest appointment, he entered hospice. His faith was strong but his body
wasn’t. He died on June 24th. Pray for comfort
for his wife, Samantha and his daughters who
are 10, 7, and four years. Clint was 39. Heaven
rejoices but we will miss him.

(BGUMC received this
thank you and photo on
March 15th - after Tyler, Alexandria, and
Penelope returned
home from a St. Mary’s
ER trip in Rochester.)
We wanted to thank
everyone for the prayer
shawl for Penelope. We
felt the love and prayers
that were sent her way.
They were heard and
answered! She’s home
and happy!
Alexandria and Tyler
Morgan

Reaching Out in Care to
BGUMC Community
We invite you to support the following event that
closely touches the lives of families in our BGUMC
community who have experienced tragic loss. Your
support can come in many forms: ongoing prayers,
notes or conversations of encouragement, financial
gifts, or your presence at upcoming events. Please
consider how you might reach out in care.

Saturday July 20th from 1:00 – 5:00 P.M.
A benefit for Dustin and Christine Sletten in Memory
of Taylor will be held at the West Concord American
Legion. Taylor is the niece of Michael and Allison
Janke. This benefit is to help Dustin and Christine
with the costs they have of losing their daughter on
April 11th at age 16. Its purpose is also to raise
Mental Health Awareness and Suicide Awareness.

Pie Trivia
In the state of Kansas, it was
once illegal to serve ice cream
on cherry pie! Be watching The Visitor for
more pie trivia and the opportunity to order
pies from the UMW for your Thanksgiving
feast!

Calling all Volunteers
to Share their Gifts, Time, and Talents
at BGUMC Vacation Bible School
Aug. 23-24
Are you an adult aged 18 years to
106 years or a youth aged post-6th
grade to 18 years? Can you walk
and breathe at the same time? Are
you a man or a woman? A mom,
dad, aunt, uncle, or grandparent?
Do you have a telephone? A car?
A collection of “.....hmmmm, why am I saving this
yarn/ cardboard/ raffia/felt/paint/paper/fabric/glitter
or _______ (fill in the blank)”. Do you enjoy cooking? Serving? Running & playing games? Hangin’
out with kids? Or cousins? Or grandkids? Do you
feel like you might like to share just a bit of your
talents (yes, you DO have talents!!!) but don’t want
to get over-committed or hooked into something
long-term with your church family and church
neighborhood? Might you have 1⁄2 hour here & 45
minutes there to do a little something extra? Or
maybe you want to intentionally commit to a few
hours on a Friday &/OR a few hours on a Saturday?
If you said “yes” or even “maybe” to ANY of the
above statements, the honor of including your talents/gifts/time in our August 23-24th VBS program
will be eagerly accepted by our VBS group. Older
youth (completed 6th grade & up), just because you
are “too old” for Vacation Bible School, doesn’t
mean you can’t be involved in some of the fun stuff
as a volunteer. We’d appreciate your presence,
especially as assistants and helpers - and especially
in the area of games. Many hands (and feet, and
heads) make light work; shucks, half the time it
seems like play. And the best part of all..... Our
inspiration and guidance comes from our Father
and our best friend, Jesus, so we’re off the hook
for the tough stuff.
Be a part of the team; don’t be apart from the team.
Contact Patti Ellingson @ 507-339-2477 with your
“niche”.
Live action starts Friday August 23rd from 6 pm8 pm, and continues Saturday August 24th from
9:30 am - 2:15pm (includes lunch), and a piece
of church time on Sunday, August 25th.

Sunday, June 23rd - A Wonderful Day!
(Watch for 6/23/19 Photo Album
to be added to our BG Facebook Page)
Sunday, June 23rd was a day filled with the infectious, joyful, and wonderful workings of the Holy
Spirit!
Our morning worship was led by our friend, and
guest preacher, Sonja Parr, who encouraged us to be
a community that celebrates diversity, and then goes
out to share God's love with the world. Her words
truly resonated with BGUMC’s philosophy of Open
Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors. We also enjoyed
the music of guest vocalist Briana Baker, who captured the essence of this calling in our closing hymn
“Pass It On”.

Grove UMC,
Janesville UMC, and
Waterville EUMC
beginning Sunday,
June 30th. We also
welcomed Pastor
Kathy’s husband Jerry
to the community of
BGUMC! As Kathy
exuberantly & purposefully sprinted
down the aisle, arms
open wide, huge smile
on her face, one might
ponder “who’s welcoming who?” as we prepare to
move forward together joyfully! Pastor Kathy also
brought a crocheted Prayer Square, sent with love,
care, and prayers from the Janesville UMC as we
begin our journey together in our 3-point charge.
Even a little drizzle didn’t dampen things – “Group
Photo” was called out at the conclusion of our
Celebration of Appointment and we jostled around
to gather ourselves on our front steps for the newest
BGUMC family-photo of Open Hearts, Open
Doors, Open Minds! (Watch for it on our BGUMC
Website Home Page.) Black and White copy
appears on the mailer page.

Following worship, we were treated to a toe-tapping
and joyful swing version of “Peace Like A River”,
performed by our very own instrumental quartet of
(l to r) Mikayla Janke, Weston Janke, Mason
Nagel, Michael Kanne! We posted their video on
our BGUMC Facebook page on Sunday evening and
by Tuesday evening they had already exceeded all
prior interactions on our BGUMC Facebook page
with 499 people who have been reached and 149
post clicks. The teller at the Medford Bank even
commented to one of our parishioners that it really
sounded good! Facebook comments include: That
was amazing – way to celebrate Sunday! How inspiring! Wow – that was so awesome – sounded
great! Awesome!
Sunday’s enthusiasm continued as we moved into our
Celebration of Appointment for Pastor Kathy King,
who will serve the three-point charge of Blooming

Due to the iffy weather, we adjusted the fun and
food of our Welcome Potluck to the basement,
which literally echoed with shared chatter and
laughter and new friendships being formed. The
serving tables were laden with a tantalizing array of
potluck foods; the hall looked festive with the simplicity of brightly checked red/white napkins on
placemats. Full plates, full-face smiles, filled-up
spirits.
What a wonderful (that’s
a great word, you know –
full of wonder) and overall fulfilling day to share
together. So, didja feel it?
The enthusiasm? The
joy? The togetherness?
The Spirit? It was palpable and blessed. Even
Spinler’s little Welsh
Corgi puppy could sense
“this is a good place to
be.”

Pastor Parish
Relations
Committee Updates

each week. In addition, please contact Chery Southworth with any events/meetings that you would like
publicized in our monthly newsletter.

Committee Members:
Allison Janke, Judy Mahler,
Cindy Saufferer

As we look ahead to August, September, and
October, we will be scheduling BGUMC Meet &
Greets for Pastor Kathy and her husband Jerry in
order that they can get to know our BGUMC neighborhood (which is huge) and to be in fellowship with
groups of people in an informal and fun setting in
their homes. We will likely host 3-4 such events and
are looking for volunteers to offer the hospitality of
their homes and/or co-host with someone else. The
Meet and Greets are low-key and can be whatever is
the most comfortable for the host: a simple time together over shared dessert, a simple meal, a walk
down a path with treats at the end, an outside picnic,
etc.
It is awesome that we already have two tentative
offers of host homes. Please let us know if you
would like to host or co-host a Meet & Greet and
help Pastor Kathy get to know your neighborhood
and our church friends!

Contact Information for
Pastor Kathy King

Pastor Kathy officially begins her appointment with
us on Sunday, June 30th as part of a newly formed
three-point charge of Blooming Grove UMC,
Waterville EUMC, and Janesville UMC.
Pastor Kathy has asked that we share the following
contact information with you:
Pastor Kathy King cell: 507-382-2483
Pastor Kathy King personal email:
kking5@hickorytech.net
BGUMC email (answered by Pastor Kathy):
bloominggroveumc@gmail.com
BGUMC Website: www.bloominggroveumc.org
BGUMC Facebook: Blooming Grove United
Methodist Church
Pastor Kathy is excited to get to know everyone in
our congregation and welcomes your calls, texts,
emails, and visits.

BGUMC Prayer Requests

Beginning June 30th, you may begin emailing all
prayer requests directly to Pastor Kathy, who will
then share them with our BGUMC prayer group
email list. She requests that you also please let her
know if she can be of pastoral assistance for you
and/or the person for whom you are praying.

Pastoral Care Calling

Pastor Kathy has asked that we please let her know
of anyone within the congregation that would appreciate a visit from her – as casual conversation at
home or over coffee somewhere, to bringing communion, to making hospital and/or nursing home
calls. Please contact Pastor Kathy to help her know
where and how she can help support you and/or
someone in our congregation.

Weekly Bulletin Announcements
And Visitor Calendar

Each of our three churches (BG, WV, JV) will now
create their own announcement inserts for the weekly bulletin. Please provide any announcement information to Judy Mahler by Wednesday evening of

Meet & Greets for Pastor Kathy & Jerry

Thank you for your
Hands and Hearts
that Care
Thank you to all who have
contributed so generously to our
recent mission offerings at
BGUMC. This is one of the
tangible ways in which we live
out our faith in our local and global communities.
Gifts provided for our Lenten and Easter Offering –
Sharing Hearts of Love:
 $435.00 to go toward the Great Plains UMC
Conference Disaster Response Fund #975 as they
help with recovery efforts in this spring’s devastating flooding in Nebraska.
 $265.00 to go toward the Alabama-West Florida
Conference of the UMC as they help with recovery efforts following the Lee County Tornadoes
in Alabama this spring.
Gifts provided for the MN UMC Annual Conference
Love Offering:
 $925.00 to be divided among recipients of this
year’s offering: Lao Samphan Methodist Church
in Laos (60 percent), the Volunteer Lawyers
Network, which provides free civil legal services
to low-income Minnesotans (20 percent), and
Volunteers in Mission scholarships (20 percent).

Wagons, Ho! BGUMC Hosts Friendship Wagon Train
(Excerpts taken from Mike Parry’s story about The Friendship Wagon Train
in the May 2019 edition of “The Good News Magazine-Waseca”)
On Monday, June 24th, BGUMC received an unforgettable visit from the 2019 Friendship Wagon Train during
their 116-mile trip from Northfield to Kiester, running from Saturday, June 22nd – Saturday, June 29th. This
dedicated group of volunteers sets out each year on a week-long wagon train to raise funds for children and
adults with developmental disabilities. This year, 100% of all donations collected during their ride goes to
Special Olympics of Minnesota.
This is the 30th anniversary year of the Friendship Wagon Train, led by Wagon Master, John Davis, age 73.
His son, Dustin, just back from Afghanistan, is now working with his Dad to help take over the reins. Participants in the Wagon Train come from all over the United States. This year’s riders and wagons hail from
Alabama, Louisiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, South Dakota, and Minnesota!
The Friendship Wagon Train route changes from year-to-year, but generally follows back-roads throughout
southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa. As they travel along the way (at approximately 5 miles per hour) local
communities and volunteer groups (i.e. churches, FFA, 4-H, American Legions) volunteer their support
through providing meals and places of shelter and rest.
(Our BGUMC story.)
On June 24th, during their journey from an overnight stay in Morristown to their next overnight stay in Waseca,
the Friendship Wagon Train circled camp on the south lawn of BGUMC for a scheduled noon rest break.
It was an incredible experience of holiness and awe as
the 18 covered wagons, their teams of mules and horses,
13 horseback riders, and a total of 70 participants moved
silently, slowly, and reverently into the church grounds
and circled together in formation. There was only a
slight breeze, and just a few birds were singing under
left-over raindrops in the cloudy sky, but the only other
sound was the steady clip-clop of horse hooves and the
rumbling crunch of wagon wheels on the gravel road.
Even the spectators fell silent and stood at attention as
the Wagon Train moved in. We could sense that they
were not traveling alone – but were enveloped and encircled by the Holy Spirit and by the spirits of the generations that have gone before us who first arrived on this
land in covered wagons themselves. All members of the wagon train remained silent and in position until all
participants had arrived and found their place in the circle. Then, at the sound of the wagon master’s call, the
“camp” began spilling over with joy and laughter and life and stories shared between the wagoneers and the
people of BGUMC.
20 total BGUMC volunteers came together to provide a sloppy joe lunch and a welcome respite from
the cool and drizzly day. Other members of the
church, as well as our BGUMC neighbors, also came
to be in the midst of the adventure and to mingle and
visit with the wagoneers.
We share on the next page some of the incredible
sights and sounds from the day.
(Also check out our BGUMC Facebook Page for a
future Photo album of this incredible adventure.)
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1. What a sight to see as the Friendship
Wagon Train wended its way from the north
toward BGUMC!
2. Wagons and horses gathered in circle
formation on the south lawn of BGUMC.
3. Wagon Train participants came in the form
of all ages and all numbers of legs!
BGUMC Volunteers in Wagon Train T-Shirts.
Wagoneers expressed sincere appreciation for our lunch and hospitality—
and donated $23l.25 in a free-will offering toward making BGUMC handicapped accessible.
After a good lunch and a stretch break, the Wagon Train reassembled and
headed out together, continuing southward to end up in Waseca on Monday
overnight. They also gifted us with a thank-you plaque.
When they left our parking lot, all that was left behind were hoof-prints.
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“Business of the Church”
High Level Updates
Whatever you do, work at it with all your hearts
(Colossians 3:23 – NIV)

Minutes from 4/28/19 Special Charge
ConferenceAfter Morning Worship
Regarding
Pastoral Package for Pastor Kathy King
As required by District Superintendent, Fred
Vanderwerf, a Special Charge Conference was held
in the sanctuary of Blooming Grove UMC after
morning worship to approve the pastoral package
budget for Pastor Kathy King, who will be appointed to Blooming Grove UMC, Janesville UMC, and
Waterville EUMC as a three-point charge, effective
July 1, 2019. The Charge Conference was led by
Pastor Sharon Nelson, elder, who had led morning
worship as our pulpit supply while Pastors JJ and
Stefanie Morgan were on vacation. By show of
hands, a vote was taken, and overwhelmingly
passed, to approve the pastoral package budget for
Pastor Kathy King, as outlined for the congregation.

Minutes from 6/2/19 Church Conference
after Morning Worship Regarding
Building Project Team Proposal to
Proceed with Phase 1
A congregational meeting was held in the sanctuary
after morning worship to provide the congregation
with the opportunity to vote on the Building Project
Team Proposal to Proceed with Phase 1. PreMeeting notification to all members was given
according to required time-frame via mail, email,
and publication in the BGUMC Visitor.
Pastor Greg Ciesluk, of Faribault 4th Avenue UMC,
served as the presiding elder. Council Chair,
Hjordi Churchill led the meeting.
Hjordi Churchill provided a recap overview of the
project plus time for Questions and Answers prior
to taking the vote. Questions were answered by
Brad Saufferer, trustee, and Hjordi Churchill.
Hjordi Churchill presented a motion that Blooming
Grove UMC move forward with Phase 1 of our
Building Project that includes making our building
handicapped accessible, shingling the north steeple,

and installing a new dropped ceiling tile system in
the sanctuary and chancel – for a total estimated cost
of $349,000. The motion was seconded by Patti Ellingson. 24 members of BGUMC were present in the
congregation and all 24 voted. The motion passed
with a vote of 23 = YES and 1 = NO.

Minutes from 6/12/19
Regular Council Meeting
PPRC: Presented updates regarding our pastoral transition at the end of June as
JJ and Stefanie Morgan begin their assignment in
Hutchinson and Kathy King begins her assignment as
pastor of a newly created 3-point charge of BGUMC,
Janesville UMC, and Waterville EUMC. Topics
covered included the following:
 Appointment logistics
 Parish Treasurer Position filled by Theresa Hill
of WV EUMC
 Plan for WV EUMC to now rent out their parsonage due to Pastor Kathy owning her own home in
Janesville. There will be a parsonage fund reimbursement to BGUMC.
 Reimbursable Pastoral Expenses in the context of
a 3-point charge.
 Plan for each of the three churches to handle their
own photocopying and printing needs – no longer
sharing a photocopier.
 Plan for each of the three churches to create their
own announcement insert for Sunday morning
bulletins.
 Sunday worship schedule in 3-point charge.
 Joint calendar page for all three churches - coordinated through Chery Southworth.
 Pastor Kathy has offered to coordinate all correspondence flowing through the BGUMC church
email address.
 Pre-scheduling of council meetings in order that
Pastor Kathy can book the dates in advance.
 Pastor Kathy’s offer to coordinate a parish confirmation program for youth going into 7th and 8th
grade (or anyone older who has missed the opportunity)
 Meet & Greets for Pastor Kathy and her husband,
Jerry
 Thanks to Pastor Kathy for the countless hours
she has spent with BG/WV/JV in advance of her
appointment as we brainstorm and make plans for
going forward.

Cindy Saufferer
BGUMC Delegate to Annual Conference:
Presented a snapshot of several key sessions planned
for the June 18-20 meeting in St. Cloud that will
focus on our changing landscape. Delegates will take
time to learn about, and process, what happened at
the Special General Conference 2019, and talk about
the future. They will also engage in holy conferencing around our identity as an annual conference and
where we go from there, and will try to develop an
aspirational vision that reflects who we want to be as
an annual conference. In particular, delegates will
vote regarding the adoption of a vision for Minnesota
that names a commitment to the full inclusion of
LGBTQIA+ people in the life of the church. They
will also vote regarding adoption of a resolution that
formally recognizes that the Traditional Plan that the
2019 Special Session of General Conference approved in February “does great harm to the witness
of the United Methodist Church”. Our BGUMC
Council affirmed that as our delegate, Cindy vote in
favor of both items. Cindy also informed us that she
is one of the candidates being considered by the
Annual Conference to serve as a delegate to the 2020
General Conference held in Minneapolis in May.

Worship Team: Has been brainstorming with Pastor Kathy regarding worship service format/ content
in the context of a 45 minute service in the setting
of our 3-point charge.

Trustees: Reported on the status of the well, which
no longer appears to have issues. They will review in
conjunction with beginning construction for the
handicapped accessible entrance.

Upon the 6/2/19 vote of affirmation by
members of BGUMC to move forward
with Phase 1 of our building project,
the Building Project Team is now
moving ahead to create detailed
plans. On 6/13/19, we held
our first meeting with Dana
Hlebichuk, (architect
and vice president of
Widseth, Smith, Nolting
– Rochester) and Ammon Gingerich (Gingerich
Construction LLC - Lanesboro) – at which time we
reviewed initial architectural drawings and brainstormed general shape, space, function, and design
of the handicapped accessible entrance. On
6/25/19, we held our second meeting with the
architect and builder to review updated architectural
drawings and brainstorm design elements in detail,
thinking through all possible uses of the entrance as
well as functionality needs. At the end of the meeting, we gathered outside the building to walk off
measurements and view all that we had discussed
from a tangible perspective, which generated additional and critical items to be considered. We are
grateful for the unique viewpoints and experiences
that each member of our team brings to the table.
It is a tremendous asset as we carefully think
through the details of this important project.

Building Project Team: Reported that members of
BGUMC attending the 6/2/19 Church Conference
voted YES to move forward with Phase 1 of our
building project. The Building Project Team will
hold their first meeting with the architect and the
builder on 6/13/19 to begin the process of creating
detailed plans. Once plans and finalized costs are in
place, the Building Project Team will establish a
pledge process, and ensure that a yet-to-be determined % of the cost is pledged prior to beginning
construction.
Updates RE Coming Events: Coordinating Teams
provided information regarding
 6/23/19: Welcome for Pastor Kathy King and her
husband, Jerry
 6/24/19: Friendship Wagon Train at BGUMC
 6/30/19: Pastor Kathy King’s First Sunday
 7/21/19: BGUMC community-wide worship
service at Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm with MN
UMC Music Group World Beat Connection

Communication Team: Has been working to update all points of contact with the public regarding
new worship and Sunday School times, new pastor,
and new contact information.
Education & Events Team: Working on VBS
plans for Friday evening August 23rd and Saturday,
August 24th. Enrollment is open to anyone age 4
through completing 5th grade. Children from all
three churches in our 3-point charge, as well as
neighbors, family members, and friends, are welcome – at no cost to the students. VBS will include
story time (with Pastor Kathy as our lead storyteller), “Little Church on the Prairie Theater”,
crafts, music, games, and snacks. Lunch will be
served on Saturday.
Council Meeting Schedule for 2019 - 2020: set
for the 1st Wednesday of September, December,
March, June, September, and December.
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