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When are we going to be able to worship together
again? That’s a question weighing heavily on the minds
of both clergy and church members—and un- fortunately, there’s no simple answer. Given the number of cases
of COVID-19, and the severity of the illness for a portion of the population, it’s clear we’re not going to be
able to simply resume the types of gatherings we had in
February.
The question we need to shift our attention to asking
isn’t about when to re-open our churches and resume
gathering but how to do it. In order to keep people
healthy and safe, returning to church will need to happen in phases. The Minnesota Department of Health
has said that restrictions will be lifted gradually, so initially, after Governor Tim Walz’s “Stay at Home” executive order is lifted, it’s likely to be small groups of 10
or fewer that will be able to safely gather. Over time,
that number will likely increase in the reverse of how it
decreased—so 10 perhaps becomes 50, then 100, then
250, as the situation in Minnesota improves.
“As I have said before, I believe those of us in the
faith community should be the first responders when it
comes to the spiritual, physical, and mental health of all
of God’s people,” said Bishop Bruce R. Ough.
“Therefore, I am asking every Minnesota congregation to continue to suspend in-person worship
through May 30 and to spend that time carefully and
prayerfully developing a plan for how to return to in
-person worship in a gradual manner while continuing to strictly adhere to federal and state recommendations.”
Although it is imperative that we continue to take our
cues from the Governor’s Office, the Minnesota Department of Health, and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, we ask each congregation to spend the
month of May working with your leadership team to
consider how you might safely offer small group, inperson worship experiences as state guidelines allow it.

May 2020

Prairie Lakes Parish Considerations:
COVID-19
On 4/29/2020, Minnesota UMC Annual Conference Staff presented 14 factors to local churches, to
be considered and planned-for, in anticipation of
safely offering small group, in-person worship experiences as state guidelines allow it. (See previous
article on this page.)
The leadership team of the Prairie Lakes Parish,
which includes Council Chairs + members of the
joint Pastor Parish Relations Team, will work together with Pastor Kathy in early May to begin brainstorming around these factors. Throughout the
month, they will also monitor all updated recommendations from the MN UMC Annual Conference, as
well as the governor, the MN Department of Health,
and the UofM Center for Infectious Disease Research.






Rescheduled Events

The Minnesota All-Clergy Gathering and Session, originally scheduled for May 28th, has been
canceled and now rescheduled as an on-line virtual event for the afternoon of August 28th.
The joint Dakotas-Minnesota Annual Conference, originally scheduled for June 10-12 in
Sioux Falls, SD, has been canceled. The Minnesota Conference will meet through an on-line
virtual event, scheduled for August 29th – all day.
The session will be substantially pared down to
focus on what is essential. The theme remains:
“Be the Light: Live Hope!” and our gospel imperative to heal a broken world.
General Conference 2020, originally scheduled
for May at the Minneapolis Convention Center,
has been canceled. New prospective dates are
August 31 - September 10, 2021. General Conference organizers still need to confirm the dates
before they will be official.

The BGUMC
UMW will not be

meeting this month as
previously scheduled. Our money raised for the
BGUMC UMW Scholarship Fund has been sent to
the Medford Public Schools, to be awarded to several
graduating seniors, as selected by the school.

Living in Spring
Abundance

John 10:10
May is upon us! As we continue to follow our Bishop’s and Minnesota Governor’s request to stay
home as much as possible, we know we will not be in our usual worship setting through May and
that—when we do return—our worship will not be the same as it was on March 8, 2020. Your
church leaders will be working to create a plan for our gradual return to our churches. Please keep
them in your prayers during this time?
We are growing tired and anxious.
We are tired of not living as we used to—jumping in the car and going when we feel like it to where
we feel like going and purchasing whatever we want from stores filled with an abundance of paper
products, produce, and meat. These days, I am the grocery-getter with my mask on, hitting the aisles
when those of us who are considered “at risk” get the early jump on the rest of the daily shoppers
and I am constantly amazed at the empty shelving.
We are anxious about keeping our families safe and healthy. So, we learn all the best practices to
socially distance ourselves from strangers, acquaintances, friends, and some of our family members.
We wear masks that are restricting and feel so invasive. We keep our children close—even as we
feel like we’ll never have a quiet moment again.
In the midst of all of this tiredness and anxiousness, Spring has the audacity
to march on in just as it has since time began. The tulips are in full bloom
down our front walk, the delphiniums are full of soft leaves with stalks
reaching up to gather every bit of sunshine they can, the Lily of the Valley
are shooting up and leafing out, and the grass is needing to be mowed for the
first time. The abundance of Spring is everywhere—almost as though it’s
ridiculing the virus that has changed so many things—"na, na, na! You can’t
stop me!”
Let’s take a suggestion from Spring and live lives that reflect the abundance
Jesus came to provide. Let’s be abundantly thankful for life, for love, and for those in our lives we
anxiously protect. Let’s be abundantly thankful for each beautiful soul who puts their fear in their
back pocket and shows up to work their shift. Let’s be abundantly thankful that our church families
continue to find ways to be the Church.
As each day draws to a close this Spring of 2020, know that your Pastor is abundantly thankful for
each one of you.
Be well dear ones and keep washing those hands!

Pastor Kathy
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Happy Anniversary

Dick & Trudi Fisher on May 14th.

In Sympathy
Darlene Redman, 94, passed away
on April 27th at Water’s Edge Senior Living Center in Mankato where
she resided for the last 2-1/2 years.
Darlene had thirteen brothers and
sisters. She married Marvin Redman in 1945 and they lived on the
Redman family farm near Brush Creek. Together
they raised four children: Carolyn Thompson of
Mankato, Jan of Wells (Blooming Grove’s former
pastor), William of Blue Earth and Wendy Howieson of Good Thunder. Private family services were
held on May 1st conducted by Rev. Janiece Redman
with burial at Rosehill Cemetery. A Celebration of
Darlene’s Life will be held at a future date.
Personal online condolences can be left at
www.brussheitner.com.
Bonnie (Ness) Walters, 67, passed
away April 17th after a courageous
battle with Alzheimer’s disease.
Bonnie did daycare for families for
25 years, then later worked at the
Rice County Sherriff’s Department
and St. Olaf College. Bonnie is survived by her husband Myron; children Troy (Wendy) of Lonsdale, Tosha (Fred) Brandenburg of Rice, Tanecka (Greg) Poe of Owatonna
and Dale and Matt. Ten grandchildren including
Riley (and Niki), Addison and Regan Poe.

Treasurer’s
Report
March 30—May 1, 2020

General Budget Income
Expenses
Guest Pastor
Conference Claim
Excel Energy
Total Expenses

$3,020.00
100.00
1,378.22
55.72
$ 1,533.94

(Net Income:  $ )

Restoration Expenses Paid
Architect

Other Income Received
Easter Flowers
Restoration
Visitor
Emma Norton
Food Shelf

$12,222.00
22.95
502.05
100.00
120.00
25.00

Thank you for your continued financial
support of Blooming Grove UMC
Thank you for your continuing financial support of
BGUMC in these difficult days of the coronavirus and
social distancing. Your gifts make our ongoing ministry in our church family and community possible, even
while we cannot be together, and as we now reach out
to people through the use of technology. Your contributions help pay our pastor, building expenses, utilities, insurance, our United Methodist apportionments,
and all the other components of life in the church.
During this time when we are unable to physically
gather, please send your gifts/checks to Blooming
Grove United Methodist, P.O. Box 171, Medford, MN
55049-0171. Again, thank you.

Blooming Grove United Methodist Church:
Thank you for sharing your talents with District
One Hospital and making masks during this time
of need. We greatly appreciate it!
Thank you for your generous donation to support our caregivers and staff. All of us at Allina
Health appreciate the outpouring of support from
you and the community. Thank you for being part
of the effort to keep our communities safe.
With gratitude,
District One Hospital



Note from Pastor Kathy King:
Please call or text me if you would like me to visit
or if there is a prayer concern that you prefer to
keep private. We are a community strengthened by
the power of prayer. We are stronger when we intercede on the behalf of our brothers and sisters in
the faith. Please know that does not mean your
name needs to be on a public prayer list. It means
that your Pastor can pray for you and help you in
any way you define.
Please pray for the following persons and situations shared publicly within our community of
BGUMC in the past month.

























Thiel, neighbor of Marlis, as he continues
recovery from health concerns.
Prayers of congratulations and safety for Pastor
Kathy’s son and daughter-in-law and their new
baby boy, Milo, who was born by C-section early
in the morning hours of Easter Sunday!
Continued prayers for Pastor Kathy’s mom, who
is back at her apartment after a fall in April.
Baby Kinsley, grand-daughter of Ken and Tena
Harren – who is scheduled for her next surgery
in early May.
Pastor Kathy’s brother-in-law Jim (Jerry’s oldest
brother) – and his wife Barbie – and their family
and friends - as Jim continues in the care of the
hospice team.
Prayers of support for Waseca police officer Arik
Matson, as he continues his long road to recovery
in an out-state rehabilitation center.
Jackie, as she continues her battle with a number
of health concerns and has now also begun an
intense round of radiation.
Judy’s niece, Jessica, in Fairbanks, as she and her
family deal with flooding issues resulting from
recent huge amounts of snow plus heavy rains falling on solidly-frozen permafrost.
All families expecting a baby, including Lacey
and Alex.
Bob – a neighbor and friend of members of
BGUMC, who was diagnosed with a disease that
affects either the lungs or liver. It has affected
his liver and he is on the transplant waiting list.
Christy, wife of one of Brad Saufferer’s former
co-workers, who was in a motorcycle accident

















and has suffered multiple injuries
All in our circle of family, friends, communities, and world, who have contracted the
coronavirus, or who have been exposed, or
who are caring for family members with the
disease – as well as those who have lost family
members to the disease. Also pray for all persons in isolation, who cannot have in-person
visits, support, and care from their families,
including persons hospitalized, incarcerated
men and women, persons in nursing homes
and care facilities.
All healthcare workers, including those with
connections to BGUMC: Tracie, Alexandria,
Jessica, Callie, Emily, Brandon, Donna.
Marlis, and other school employees working to
provide virtual learning for our students and
also providing ongoing support and meals to
students/families in need.
Our first responders – firemen and women,
police officers (including Judy’s nephew,
Jeremiah), and EMTs – who are also on the
front-lines of the coronavirus pandemic.
Persons working in essential fields, as well
as service industries, like grocery stores and
pharmacies, truckers, our mail delivery
people.
Our students, particularly those most at risk,
as they struggle to cope without the support
of in-person learning and advocacy found in
their school settings.
Rural communities who are now beginning to
feel the impact of the coronavirus first-hand.
Farmers, as they battle a myriad of COVID-19
related obstacles, including a breakdown of
markets for their livestock, and plummeting
crop prices.
Families coping with COVID-19 related
unemployment or unpaid furlough.
Small business owners who have had to close
their doors or greatly reduce their business
hours – and lay off staff.
Persons dealing with mental illness.
Persons dealing with depression.
Families experiencing the escalation of
domestic violence in these times of isolation
and social distancing.
All those in our faith community who hold
heavy concerns privately in their hearts. Help
us to reflect God’s love and care through our
words and deeds that they may know BGUMC
as a place of solace, comfort, and trust.

We want to thank everyone who ordered flowers
for our sanctuary for Easter Sunday in honor or in
memory of someone special in their lives. Because of
the uncertainty of being able to meet together in the
church for Easter due to COVID 19, we went back to
those who ordered flowers to see if they wanted to
keep their order or cancel the order and designate their
payment to other needy causes. There were a few
people who elected to keep their order and were prepared to pick up their flowers. Thanks to Carolyn and
Michael Kanne who decorated the altar for Easter and
provided curb-side pickup for those flowers. Everyone who received flowers or donated their flower
payments are listed below. Those payments were
given to three worthy causes: The Food Shelf, Emma Norton, and BG Handicap Restoration Project. Below
are the donors and the loved ones they are honoring.
Dave & Sheryl Brisel
In Memory of Charlie & Berniece Brisel
In Memory of John & Margaret Schmidt
In Memory of Betty Koppin
Chuck & Linda Danks
In Memory Kenneth & Opal Danks
In Memory of M.H. & Genevieve Losee
In Memory of Kenneth & Elaine Losee
In Memory of Martha Bates
In Memory of Janice Haefner
Hjordi Churchill
In Memory of Beverly and Claire Churchill
In Memory of Dean Kremmin
Jerry & Patti Ellingson
In honor of all Families Everywhere
Dick & Trudi Fisher
In Memory of Phyllis Fisher
In Memory of Wilbert & Marcella Remund
In Memory of Gerry Remund
In Memory of Janette Remund Drache
Don and Char Frankenberry
In Memory of Parents
Brian & Carolyn Kanne
In Memory of Grandparents
Deanna & Michael Kanne
In Memory of Grandpa Kanne
Faye Kanne
In Memory of Harold Kanne
Carol Karsten
In Memory of Don Karsten
In Memory of Cindy Karsten
In Memory of Kenny Karsten
Kathy King
In Honor of Jim King
In Honor of Terry Lundgren
In Honor of Dee Bruce

Justin, Kristin, Leah & Kaylee Krell
In Memory of Robert & Joyce Krell
Bonnie Lima
In Memory of Mario Lima
In Memory of Jess & Nora Saufferer
Judy Mahler
In Memory of Burch and Dallas Mahler
In Honor of Jeremiah Mahler & Family
In Honor of Jessica Buchholz & Family
In Memory of Steven Deering
In Honor of Audrey Bouma
In Honor of Edna Deering
Marlis Mahler
In Memory of Glenn & Alice Mahler
In Memory of David Mahler
In Honor of Alicyn, Jared & Lily Prestegard
Keith Shelly McColley
In Memory of Clayton & Marlene McColley
In Memory of Glenn & June McColley
Amanda & Theresa Riecke
In Memory of Beautimus Maximus Riecke
Jim & Chery Southworth
In Memory of Roger & Glorene Southworth
In Memory of LaVern & Vida Wendt
Brad & Tracie Spinler & Family
In Memory of Harold & Eleanor Saufferer
In Memory of Marissa Spinler
In Memory of Harold & Leona Minske
Cris & Karrie VanZuilen
In Memory of Brittney Landsverk
In Memory of Chad VanZuilen
In Memory of Phil & Theresa VanZuilen
In Honor of Don & Jeanne Michel

Blooming Grove Church Council Special
Meeting – April 3, 2020
Carolyn Kanne, Council Secretary
Virtual meeting held via Bluejeans platform.
(Minutes condensed for publication in the
May 2020 Visitor.)

Prior Meeting Minutes
Reviewed the minutes from our 3/12/20 meeting.
Noted that the water meter (to track usage for sizing
new septic system) was installed the day after that
meeting – not much water use since then!
Accessibility Building Project/Congregational
Meeting/Membership Vote
 Our project has been approved by the District
Board of Church Location & Building, as of
3/19/20.
 We need to obtain final approval from the congregation, as costs have gone up. Normally, this
would be accomplished by a congregational meeting; in our current pandemic world, that is not
possible. Per District Superintendent Fred
Vanderwerf and the Bishop, meeting votes may
still be held, if they are crucial and necessary to be
done at this moment.
 Due to COVID-19, the conference has now given
permission to hold our meeting virtually, and to
proceed with a mail-in voting process to move
forward with construction.
 After discussion, and per consensus, Council
agreed to proceed with the virtual meeting and
member mail-in vote. Highlights:
 Interest rates are really low right now, and
we should take advantage of that.
 We need to keep moving on the approval
process if we want to get construction started
by fall.
 One contractor has offered a discount for
building in a particular time of the year.
 If we wait too long prices will go up again.
 Brian described the process he has experienced
with mail-in voting (co-ops, etc.). A sub-team of
Judy, Chery, and Carolyn have already discussed
the possible process and will proceed as directed.
 We need an elder to preside over the virtual meeting. We will check with Pastor Sharon. Possible
back-up: Pastor Jan.
 Process Discussion:
 We will rely on a postmark date deadline for
ballots.
 BGUMC members will receive a letter that
describes the process, along with ballots and
a version of the project description we sent
the District Board. They may ask questions
prior to the meeting, if they so desire. We
will direct questions to Building Project Team

members.
Our virtual meeting date will be April 26 at
2:00 pm. This will allow for the two-week notice
we are required to give. The letters will be sent
out by April 11, and Pastor Kathy will announce
it in our upcoming Sunday online services.
 Judy and Hjordi will work on preparing the letter, and will provide it to Council for review.
 Important Dates: Letter in the mail – 4/11; Virtual congregational meeting – 4/26; Ballot postmark date – 5/1; Count the votes – 5/7 or 5/8.
 The ballots will be sent to our mailing address in
Medford.
 Connors Plumbing’s plan has been received by the
state. This needs to be okayed before construction
can begin.
Miscellaneous
 Cindy Saufferer responded to our request for a
volunteer to serve as back-up treasurer to sign checks
on the church account in case Tracie gets the coronavirus. We will submit a signed council approval form
to the bank.
 A request was made that our first Sunday back in the
sanctuary be our Easter service, regardless of when it
happens. Unanimous approval.
 Pastor Kathy talked about Small Business loans that
are available to churches through the new CARES
Act. There are loan forgiveness elements included.
This would need to be done through the Parish.
 Check out the new Prairie Lakes Parish Facebook
page. This is where our services will stream through,
so it’s all in one place.
 Offerings have been coming in – not too far behind
where we would most likely be if we were worshipping at church.
Pastor Kathy closed by leading us in the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Meeting
Wednesday, June 3rd – 7:00 P.M.


Building Project Update
On April 9, 2020, notice was sent to
members of BGUMC regarding a final
congregational meeting and vote regarding the Accessibility Project
and North Steeple Repair. This
notice included the information listed below. See the April 9, 2020 Building Project Proposal
for Congregational Vote located on page 9 of the Visitor for additional details. (Architectural drawings located
on the mailer page.)
Our congregation continues to walk together into the
future in faith, filled with excitement at the opportunity to
make BGUMC more accessible and welcoming to all – in
order to better live into our calling to share God’s love

with our community and the world through Open
Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors. Our journey
to identify accessibility options has spanned a number of years. In June 2019, members of BGUMC
formally voted to proceed with exploration of a
handicap-accessible addition. Since then, our Building Project Team has worked with an architect to
develop detailed plans for construction of a groundlevel entrance to include handicap-accessible restrooms, a small gathering area, and a lift that will
provide access to the sanctuary as well as the basement. The team has also chosen local contractors,
secured bids, and calculated a detailed estimate of
cost. This March, the MN UMC District Board of
Church Location and Building completed their final review of our project and gave it their blessing! Per our 4/3/2020 Church Council meeting, we
are ready to present our project information to
BGUMC members for a formal vote to move forward with construction. Please note that our voting
process also includes a project to re-shingle the north
steeple, in order to maintain its integrity.
In normal times, we would schedule an in-person
meeting of all BGUMC members to share more
about the accessibility project and steeple repair, to
answer your questions, and to take a final vote to
move forward with construction and with shingling. In today’s context of COVID-19, we are
called to take a creative approach to our times of
gathering. In the spirit of social distancing, we will:
 Hold a congregational meeting by video/phone
conference on Sunday, April 26th at 2:00 P.M. to
share more about both projects and answer questions.
 Take a vote to proceed with construction by mail
-in secret ballot. All BGUMC members are eligible to vote. Participation in the congregational
meeting is not required in order to vote. Votes
must be postmarked by May 1st.

Blooming Grove Church Council Special
Meeting – April 24, 2020
Carolyn Kanne, Council Secretary
Virtual meeting held via Bluejeans platform.
Special meeting to address COVID-19 relief funding
options. (Minutes condensed for publication in the
May 2020 Visitor.)
Three Month Pension and Healthcare Holiday sponsored by the MN UMC Conference
Per MN UMC Conference Office:
 Beginning with the April 2020 medical and pension invoice, and extending through, and including June 2020, local churches will not be billed



for the local church component of the Conference
Sponsored Pension and Health Benefits Plan. The
waiver is given to local churches to help defray the
cost of their benefit obligations in these three
months.
This does not need to be repaid.

Council discussion RE “Holiday”:
 This is automatic for all churches – we do not need
to apply.
CARES ACT Loans
Per MN UMC Conference Office:
 Confirmed research done by our Prairie Lakes
Parish that it is not a good option to apply for a
CARES ACT loan as a parish due to requirements/
parameters of the loan program, but that individual
churches can still go ahead and apply for CARES
ACT funding.
Council discussion/decisions:
 CARES ACT loan funds need to be used within
8 weeks of loan origination, for specified salary
purposes. Any unused funds need to be repaid,
with interest.
 Based on our discussion (including the items listed
below), we reached consensus that BGUMC will
not apply for the CARES ACT Loan.
 We would need documentation of bills that
total 2.5 times salary in order to apply.
 The new money passed by Congress for this
today (4/24/20) is pretty much already spoken
for by people who applied for the first round
but weren’t reached when the money ran out.
 Other businesses need it worse than we do.
 A question was raised regarding the effect on the
conference pension and healthcare holiday if one of
our three churches applies for, and gets the CARES
ACT loan and the others do not. That is unknown.
$1,000 Dare to Reach Grant from UMC Conference
Grants are for the enhancement and continuation of
Virtual Programming & Ministry – in the midst of
COVID-19 – and as we eventually go back to in-person
gatherings.
Per MN UMC Conference Office
 Each individual church can/should apply @ $1,000
each. It is up to the churches in each parish if they
each want to use the funding for their own needs, if
they want to pool funds, or if they want to do a
combination of such.
Council discussion/decisions:
 The suggested plan is for each of our three Prairie
Lakes Parish churches to apply for a $1,000 grant
and pool these funds at a parish level. A parish
team would be formed to figure out how to best use
the funds.
 Funds could be could be used for such things as the
small monthly fees for our own parish BlueJeans






video-conferencing platform, a laptop to assist
with live-streaming recording of worship,
licensing fees in order to comply with copyright
requirements RE live-streaming inclusion of
hymns, choir/instrumental music, liturgy, a
variety of Bible versions, etc.
It is a very short application form, with funds
distributed on a first come, first served basis.
BGUMC has been on the Waterville CCLI
(Christian Copyright Licensing International)
license for years. Janesville has a separate CCLI
license. We would apply for a parish CCLI
license instead, as well as a parish streaming
license. It’s about $78 per year.
We decided to pursue this. Hjordi will do the
paperwork.

Blooming Grove Special Church
Conference – April 26, 2020
Carolyn Kanne, Council Secretary
(Minutes condensed for publication in
the May 2020 Visitor.)

Special Church Conference called regarding
Accessibility Project & North Steeple Repair
Virtual meeting held via Bluejeans platform.
Attendance was by both video/audio via computer
and audio only via phone-in.
Church council chair Hjordi Churchill opened the
meeting with background of why the meeting was
being held. She gave a recap of the information sent
out in the mail (see copy on page 9 of this Visitor), an
outline of the meeting process, and offered thanks to
the Building Project Team that has gotten the project
to this point.
Pastor Sharon Nelson, the presiding elder for this
charge conference, called the meeting to order. She
talked briefly about the generations that came before
us who established this congregation and reiterated
that the church is the people, not where or how we
are meeting, then offered a prayer for our discussion
today.
Pastor Kathy King provided housekeeping items
in holding our meeting virtually through BlueJeans.
Brad Spinler presented the background of the
project. What is being presented for approval is
actually a 3-stage project:
1. Handicapped accessibility;
2. Repair the Bethel steeple, which was not done
when the Immanuel steeple was addressed;
3. If funds allow, make improvements to the basement.
Our goals for this project are:
1. accessibility to the entire building, which is
achieved by a 3-stop lift and ground-level entry;

2. retaining the aesthetic of our historic building
by designing the addition to blend in with our
existing building;
3. adding 2 handicapped restrooms, which will be
unisex;
4. including a small gathering area on the ground
level – with a coffee bar.
Costs: Brad Spinler covered what we already have
on hand, and that we have already paid the architect
for work done.
Congregational Discussion and Q&A with the
Building Project Team:
1. Grants were asked about. Carolyn Kanne reported
that there are several options to apply for, both
through the conference and through the state historical society. At this point, she has not pursued
any until we have the final go-ahead from the
congregation. With the current uncertainty in the
MN UMC Conference regarding upcoming General Conference decisions, as well as the current
shutdown due to the pandemic, there may be grant
funds available with no takers.
2. A question was raised about what the process is
going forward, mainly as regards financing. The
bank in Medford is willing to loan us the needed
funds, and does not seem to have concerns about
our ability to pay it back, based on past history.
We will also be pursuing the grants mentioned
earlier - and fundraising.
3. Concern was raised about whether this would
affect our mission giving, as this has always been
a priority. Since everyone was in agreement of
the importance of missions, we do not feel this
will be an issue. It was also pointed out that
making the building accessible could be considered a mission as well.
4. There was some discussion of pledges to raise the
needed funds, which has been considered.
5. A question was asked about breaking the projects
into smaller increments to accomplish. This has
already been done (original plan included a fellowship hall - now removed – can be considered
as a future project). Putting anything more off for
the future runs the likelihood of costs going up
even more than they have since we started.
6. Comments were made that we need to press forward and make this happen. If we work out of our
abundance rather than focusing on what we don’t
have/can’t do, miraculous things can happen.
In drawing the meeting to a close, Pastor Sharon
asked if we as a people come before God to receive
God’s blessings. We do not stop being the church because of a pandemic or a building project. Earlier
generations of our congregation moved ahead in faith
to build the buildings, move those buildings together,
put on the siding and the new roof, and so on.
Ballots must be postmarked by May 1.
We closed in prayer.

Blooming Grove United Methodist Church
April 9, 2020 Building Project Proposal for Congregational Vote
Need and Rationale
Blooming Grove United Methodist, The Two-Steepled Church on the Prairie, is living into the dream of
open hearts, open minds, and open doors. As part of that dream, we have pondered how we might better serve
our congregation and surrounding community as we move forward into the future. We have established a
commitment to continue to maintain our current structure - and to also make our building more accessible and
welcoming to all – in order to better facilitate our mission of Discovering God – Serving our World.
Part 1: Building Project - Ground-Level Handicap-Accessible Addition @ estimated cost $474,115
From 6/2/2019 to present, we have partnered with an architect, our primary builder, and local contractors, to
explore and fine-tune plan design, and to obtain detailed bids for all work involved. A copy of the finalized
02/21/2020 architectural drawings are included on the reverse. The ground-level addition will include the
following features:
 Sized at 48’ 6” by 20’ (plus a 21’ 4” by 5’ 4” vestibule/entrance) with adequate/functional space for inside
traffic flow of large crowds, i.e. funerals/weddings.
 Symmetry, in width, with the north portion of the building (the original Bethel church).
 An architectural style matching the original buildings, both inside and out. The new entryway will incorporate the four historical stained-glass windows currently located on the south side of the building.
 A vertical platform-lift to transfer people upstairs to the sanctuary, as well as downstairs to the basement
fellowship hall.
 Handicap-accessible restrooms.
 Gathering area for small group meetings and fellowship, including a coffee bar, sink, and refrigerator.
 Refurbishment of interior south bell tower, which will now open directly into the addition.
 Installation of a mound septic system (required, and sized, per code).
 Installation of sidewalks along south and east sides of addition.
Part 2: Maintenance Project – Re-Shingle North Steeple @ estimated cost $25,004
We will re-shingle our north steeple, in order to maintain its integrity in the strong prairie winds that are now
sending shingles flying through the air. (The south steeple was re-shingled in the early 2000’s.)
Part 3: Maintenance Project – Sanctuary and Chancel Ceiling @ $0.00
Upon testing, it was determined that neither of these ceilings contain asbestos. Adequate repairs have been
made. As a result, the maintenance project of installing a new dropped-ceiling tile system is no longer needed.
Total Cost and Funding
 Total Estimated Cost: $499,119 (this includes a 10% cushion of $45,374 to allow for unforeseen expenses
that may arise during construction)
 Amount Currently held in BGUMC Reserves for this project: $60,000
 Additional Funding: will be gathered through gifts/contributions from members and friends of the congregation, congregation-coordinated fundraisers, possible grants, and a low-interest loan - available through the
First State Bank of Redwing, Medford MN Branch.
Contact Information
Feel free to contact Brad Spinler, Trustee Chair, with any questions that you may have. Phone: 507-461-2354.
Email: bspinler@outlook.com.
Our forebears built well – their dreams are still being pursued in spite of the changes time has brought to the
prairie. By taking this step of faith in building a handicap-accessible addition, we can more effectively continue
in our ministry to our rural community and the surrounding area in years to come.

Our two “steeple markers” will remain, standing tall, and calling people to a place that is open and accessible to all – a place where we can gather in community and worship, in order to go back out and serve God in
our world.
We thank you for your support and prayers during this exciting time in the life of our church.
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