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New Things

Look! I’m doing a new thing; now it sprouts up, don’t you recognize it? I’m making a
way in the desert, paths in the wilderness.
Isaiah 43: 19CEB
If you took part in this past weekend’s re-consecration of the Blooming Grove Church, you heard the text
from Isaiah read throughout the service. It was a beautiful day filled with memories and the rich story of the
Blooming Grove churches beginnings that became a symbol for communities coming together in a time when
(as our Bishop remarked) there is so much division. In our celebration was the recognition of new possibilities as our parish churches were all represented in our gathering. Past clergy shared their experiences of their
seasons of leading at Blooming Grove. The day was a tribute to the deep roots of faith that provided a solid
foundation for our parish’s path to our future.
Each of our churches has a rich history. It is good to remember and learn from the successes of our past.
But God doesn’t call us to stay in the past; God leads us to the future with sprouts of new growth. Too often,
we look at our pews and see the empty seats there. Our way forward is not in bemoaning or lamenting what
was—our future is in the possibilities God provides for those who recognize the potential embedded in our
faith.
Brothers and sisters, we are called to Look! To recognize God’s path forward. I’ve always had a fascination
with wandering through a wooded wilderness. The shade of the trees reaching for the light creates a secluded
and quiet place where footsteps echo on paths—paths that call me keep moving forward. Our future is waiting for us to “figure it out.” How is God leading us forward? As I move into my 67th year of life, I may see a
shorter path ahead, but it is still a path that calls me to wander, to investigate, to search for how it is that God
wants me to move forward.
I pray that our parish can find the path forward together. I pray that each of us has the curiosity to explore
God’s new things in our community. May we allow one another the grace to try the new things that God
sends our way. Please Lord, let it be so!

Pastor Kathy

Save the Date
Saturday, August 13th from 6-8 PM
Mitchell Hall and the Tennessee Trio - a Johnny
Cash Tribute - at BGUMC. Free Will Donation
with proceeds going to the new South Addition.
BBQ Picnic prior to the show.

JULY CALENDAR

Sunday Worship

8:15 a.m.

7 Thurs 6 pm Bearing Witness Book Study at BG
14 Thurs 6 pm Bible & Brew at Half-Pint
17 Sun 4:30-7 pm Fish Fry at Half-Pint Brewery

11
2
3
5
5
6
7
7
9
13
14

Tena Harren
Bowen Spinler
Gerald Morgan
Parker Nelson
Lois Hamilton
Samuel Kanne
Dawn Yule
Alexys Lustig
Alex Martin
Linda Danks
Mason Nagel

14
15
16
18
20
20
26
27
28
28
30
30
31
31

Regan Poe
Lenore Poole
Tess VanZuilen
Greg Poe
Holly Nagel
Sharon Nelson
Ben Fyvie
Ashley Loken
Stephanie Neuhaus
Ryan Saufferer
Mikayla Spinler
Barb McKewin
Robert Nelson
Joe Prchal

Happy Anniversary
13 Phyllis & Norman Giebner
21 Mike & Allison Janke
25 Doug & Mary Wilkowske

Parament Colors
The parament color for July is green.

Stillwater Southern Gospel
July 22—6:00 pm
In Concert at Christ Community Church
2200 4th St NE, Waseca, MN 56093
Call 507-835-2235 for details
Dear Reverend King, our family
wanted to express our appreciation
for the wonderful celebration of life
ceremony you provided for our family and friends for my sister, Lynn
Kay Stephenson (Otterness). Please convey our appreciation to the ladies who helped serve the lunch.
May God’s richest blessings be yours, always.
Rhonda and Dean Hartle family
(Rhonda is the sister of Lynn Kay Stephenson)

Treasurer’s Report
May 26—June 28, 2022

General Budget Income
Expenses
Pastor (Salary, housing,
pension, disability)
Workman’s Comp
Utilities
Telephone
PO Box
Insurance
Lawn Mowing
Catering
Total Paid Out
(Net Income:

$ 4,226.00
2,093.48
124.83
127.30
49.83
62.00
462.07
630.00
150.00
$ 3,699.51
$526.49)

Building Addition

Income
Restoration Income
Coffee Cup Sales
Total Income
Expenses
Loan Payment
Total Paid Out
(Net Income:
Restoration Fund Balance
Building Addition Loan

$ 550.00
60.00
$ 610.00
3,505.13
$ 3,505.13
 $2,895.13
$80,386.89
$301,359.16

In Sympathy
Lois A Carlson, age 83 of Colombia

Heights, died on Sunday, February 2,
2020 (during COVID) at Whispering
Creek Care Center in Janesville, MN.
Lois is the mother of Phyllis Giebner.
Lois was born in Minneapolis and grew up there,
graduating from Edison Sr. High School. She went on
to attend the U of M in St. Paul, graduating with a
degree in home economics. She married George
Carlson in 1957 at Trinity Methodist Church in
northeast Minneapolis, where they were long-tine
members. Over the years, Lois worked as a registrar
for Camp Fire USA, and later as the Standards
Accreditation Trainer for the American Camping
Association. Along with her love and dedication to
camping organizations, she was passionate about
sewing, knitting, and other crafts, enjoyed cooking for
large groups of people, and belonged to a bible study
group that discussed social justice issues. She also
had a great love for classical music, and she and her
husband followed the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra for
many years, even traveling with them throughout
Europe. A celebration of Lois’ life was held in June
2022, in Forest Lake, with Pastor Kathy King
officiating.

JUNE 17-21, 2020 6 PM—8 PM
Waterville Evangelical UMC Invitation to Vacation Bible School
North Castle is hidden in a frozen land. The King’s valiant Knights are on a quest in search of
the King’s Armor. But the armor isn’t what they think it is.
Knights of North Castle: Quest for the King’s Armor, invites you to be strong in the Lord and
in the strength of God’s power by exploring how we put on the armor of God. You will take on
the role of brave Knights and begin your quest each session by opening the King’s Book. You’ll
explore Old and New Testament stories and discover different pieces of protective armor—the Belt of Truth, the
Breastplate of Justice, the Shoes of Peace, the Shield of Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation—at work in the lives
of familiar Bible characters and explore how that armor works in your own lives as you follow and serve God.
Take up the gauntlet this summer and accept the challenge to “armor up” and be strong by remaining with God
and sharing God’s love in a world that needs it more than ever.
WEUMC invites all young people ages PreK - 5th grade to join us on this fun adventure. If you have questions
or would like to let Julie Balfe know that your children would like to attend, please contact her
at jmbalfe@yahoo.com
Hello – I will be completing a community project this summer to help
patients at the Faribault Hospital. I’m asking for donations of NEW adult
size knit pants, plain T-shirts, socks and underwear. They will be accepting
all sizes to build up their inventory at the hospital. ER patients that are delivered in Ambulances need clean clothes in many cases after they are
treated in addition to elderly patients when they need help at the hospital.
I will also gladly take donations if you’d like me to do the shopping.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
This is my service project for confirmation.
Thank you for your help.
Sharing is
Raelyn Janke
**I will set up a donation basket at church
Caring
and collect until August 14**

THE PEACHES
ARE COMING TO
WVEUMC!
We have received word that the
peaches are looking good this year and we have
been promised some lovely peaches from the owner’s trees. (Last year we got the neighbor’s peaches
and we were a bit disappointed.) The peaches will
arrive in early August and we will again be taking
orders when we have more details. Unfortunately,
they warn us that we will be getting a limited number of boxes this year. Watch for more information
to come.

Thanks to Brad and Tracie
Spinler. For those of you that have
noticed that the cement slab in front of
the addition is wider, I wanted to
thank Brad and Tracie for making that
possible. I believe that the fact the
slab looked unbalanced and it drove
Brad a bit crazy is the reason they had it widened. Whatever the reason, thank you for the generous gift. (Brad Saufferer)
A big Thank You to Mike Karsten for mowing the
grove of trees. It looked great for the dedication. As
a youth (50+ years ago), Mike mowed the church and
cemetery with non-motorized clippers and mowers.

Dedication Celebration for the New Addition—Sunday, June 26th
Blessing of
Original
Immanuel Site
At left is the
Kanne Family.
Harold Kanne
made the sign for
the cemetery.
Our BGUMC Dedication Celebration for the New Addition, held Sunday, June 26th, was an incredible day
of cool temperatures, low humidity, bright blue sky, and people coming together to give thanks and praise to
God and to bless this new space. We shared in prayer, scripture, song, stories from our past, invitations to the
future, thanks to all who have made the new addition possible, fellowship, laughter, and the movement of the
Holy Spirit!
We gathered in community of 25 folks at our service of Remembrance & Blessing at our original Immanuel
site, 112 for the Dedication Service of the New Addition, and 107 for lunch. We welcomed members of
Blooming Grove UMC, members of our sister churches of the Prairie Lakes Parish (Waterville EUMC &
Janesville UMC), friends and past members of BGUMC, prior pastors of BGUMC, our rural neighbors,
contractors who built our new addition, representatives of the MN Conference of the United Methodist Church,
and representatives of the MN United Methodist Builders Group.
Pastors Charles Grose, Jan Redman, and Sharon Nelson – along with our District Superintendent - Fred
Vanderwerf, and our Bishop - David Bard, shared in the worship service. In their reflections, they:
 Encouraged us to remain deeply rooted in our past - continuing to tell our unique stories of both this building, and its people - people who have a long history of stepping out in faith as they follow God’s call to the
future.
 Invited us to continue establishing new roots – spreading far and wide – as we seek new opportunities to
invite people into the story of God’s great love and as we live that love in the world.
 Honored the spirit of inclusion symbolized in the two steeples - representing the coming together of two divergent communities in the past, and truly welcoming all in the
present.
 Celebrated the space of the new addition as it offers a place of refuge, hope, and joy
that provides mobility where there were no options before, restroom facilities with
easy access, a gathering space filled with light and room for camaraderie, and full-view
windows that look out over the cornfields - to the communities we are called to serve.
Thank you to all who made this day of celebration possible:
 BGUMC Worship Team, and Pastor Kathy King, who worked together to design and
coordinate this gathering
 Our musicians, and “gathered from near and far choir”, who
helped lead the worship service
 Karen Olson, of Waterville Evangelical UMC, who prepared
our Power Point
 Faye Kanne, of BGUMC, who designed our Isaiah 43:19
banner
 35 BGUMC volunteers, who prepared our building for this
celebration, served as gracious hosts, and provided our lunch

l to r: 1) Descendents of our saints, retelling stories of our history: Marlis Mahler, Kristin (and little Kaylee)
Krell, Michael Kanne. 2) Charles Grose, immersing us in the refuge, joy, and welcome of our new addition.
3) Jan Redman, in her legendary role of “Martha”, honoring our roots and calling us to step out in faith in the
future.

l to r: 1) Sharon Nelson, celebrating stories of “faith and grace in the moment” from her time as interim pastor
at BGUMC. 2) Fred Vanderwerf, encouraging us to remember that the true church is the people - sharing
God’s love everywhere we go. 3) David Bard, reflecting on the symbolism of our two steeples - a visible sign
of inclusivity in a divided world.

Our Inspiring Choir
Sixteen choir members came from near and far that morning to join together in leading the congregation in the
inspiring text of “Christ Be Our Light”, in which we are called to be the “living church” - servants to one another as we help bring God’s kingdom here on earth.

From Bishop David Bard
I was thinking along these lines when I spoke about the two steeples at the Service of Dedication:
“The church is a people, and it uses its building for the ministry to which God calls us in Jesus Christ. Our
buildings, though, can also make statements. The two steeples at Blooming Grove United Methodist Church
serve as a sign of hope in a world deeply divided. They symbolize coming together. They symbolize that
Jesus calls different people together into community, breaking down dividing walls. They symbolize a
community where everyone has a place, where everyone is valued.”

Please pray for the following
persons and situations shared
publicly within our community
of BGUMC
Note from Pastor Kathy King:
Please call or text me if you would
like me to visit or if there is a
prayer concern that you prefer to
keep private.




















Mike Nicholson’s neighbor, Phyllis, in her journey with cancer and related treatments.
Little Kinsley (grand-daughter of Ken and Tena
Harren), her family, and her doctors, as she undergoes tests to determine how to help her get the
best kind of rest for her growing body, and to
determine if she needs another tracheostomy.
Dave Brisel’s sister, Lois, who has finished 5
courses of radiation and will return for a cancer
recheck in 3 months.
The family and friends of Del Brouwers, of
Janesville UMC, who passed away in June after
a courageous battle with cancer.
Jeanne, a friend of BGUMC’s Federated Insurance employees, whose husband Bill passed away
unexpectedly from a heart attack at age 68.
Cindy Saufferer’s mom, Marge, in Kansas, who
has entered hospice care. Please hold Cindy, and
her sister Patty, in your hearts and prayers as they
care for Marge.
Phyllis Giebner’s dad, George, as he celebrates
his 90th birthday.
Andrea Stockdale’s son, Grant, who has been
promoted to Master Sargeant in the Air Force,
and who will be transferred to Turkey, leaving
behind his beloved family.
Bill, brother of Jake Goldsmith, who is experiencing health concerns.
Doris, Carolyn Kanne’s aunt in Ohio, who is
experiencing health concerns,
All those throughout the USA whose lives have
been horrifically impacted by mass shootings in
the past month.
All in our faith community who privately hold
heavy concerns in their hearts and lives. Help us
to reflect God’s love and care through our words
and deeds that they may know BGUMC as a
place of solace, comfort, trust, and support.

Lynn Kay (Otterness) Stephenson
Lynn Kay Stephenson
(Otterness), age 61 passed
away unexpectedly on February 10, 2022 at Northumbria
Specialist Emergency Care
Hospital, Cramlington, United
Kingdom (UK). She is the
niece of the Saufferer Family
Matriarch, her Aunt Bonnie "Bon Bon" Lima of
Owatonna.
Lynn was born to Norvin and Phyllis Otterness
(Saufferer) in Owatonna, MN. She graduated from
OHS in 1978 and attended SWSU, Marshall, MN
where she met Craig Stern of Granite Falls. The
couple were united in marriage in Waseca in 1980
and lived in Marshall and Wabasso. Lynn earned a
Bachelors Degree in Psychology with a Minor in
Social Work. As an Independent Services Coordinator for over 17yrs, she helped individuals and
groups with disabilities find accessible housing,
transportation, and other services. Her advocacy for
improved access reached the state legislature. From
2002-13, she applied her many talents as Administrative Assistant for the SW Area MN Interlibrary
Exchange (SAMMIE). She was recognized by the
MN Arthritis Foundation, MN Association of Retarded Citizens, MN/SD Muscular Dystrophy
Association (MDA), and by the National Association of Professional Women as a VIP Member in
2009-10. Lynn & Craig were active in the Wesley
United Methodist Church where she taught Sunday
School and supervised K-6 programs. They enjoyed
family, camping, fishing, Rudy the cat, and their
Dachshunds.
In early 2015 Craig passed away after a long illness and Lynn returned to Owatonna in 2016. In
2017 she met & married Roy Stephenson of Newcastle Upon Tyne, UK (Northeast England). She
moved to the UK in 2018 and they resided in
Shiremoor, three miles from the North Sea.
A celebration of Lynn’s life was held in
June 2022 at BGUMC, with Pastor Kathy King
officiating.

A Remembrance from
Andrea Stockdale for her
parents, of Kalamazoo,
MI, who both passed away
during COVID
Henry Herman
Hoffa - 1934-2020
Mary Evelyn (Steele)
Hoffa - 1937-2021
My dad, Henry was a tool
and dye maker at General
Motors (GM) in Battle
Creek/ Vicksburg, Michigan. Though GM was his
main income, that was not where his passion and love
really laid. If you asked him, he would tell you in no
uncertain terms—FARMING. He and my mom,
Mary, owned a small farm in Cooper Township,
Michigan; an eighty-acre farm next to my grandpa
Hoffa’s farm. Together father and son farmed the
two small pieces of properties together for family
sustenance. My dad grew up in Richland, Michigan.
Richland was a farming and agriculture town. In
school Henry was the president of his chapter of FFA.
He won several awards for his livestock, dairy and
beef cattle and crops. He sold his milk to Roloff Dairy
from his Ayrshire cows. He played trombone and
clarinet. Henry was a private pilot with a private airport, Triple H Airport (HHH), he enjoyed woodworking (making several specialty pieces for family) and
his renowned hobby, Silver King tractors.
My mom and dad, at one point, were taking pilot lessons together, a first date was arranged, and they got
married in 1956. They had four children, Sandra,
Audrey, Andrea and John. All still earth-side. As the
era would have it, Mary would spend her life being a
sister, wife, mother, confidant, and best friend and
much more.
My mom, Mary was from Plainwell, Michigan. After
graduation she wanted to join the military, but she
had four brothers who would not let her. She worked
at the Plainwell Post Office, a country boutique, she
even made fishing lures. She was an incredible cook
and could make something so delicious from leftovers
you did not know it was leftover. She had a creative
flair on everything she did. She also did woodworking, rosemaling, and became an outstanding quilter.
Her faith kept her going, along with we siblings, to
help her and my dad.

When my mom was diagnosed with cancer, she
was given a prayer shawl from Blooming Grove
United Methodist Church. She wore it almost every day. When my dad had his stroke, he was also
given a prayer shawl from the church. My mom
placed it over his feet to keep them warm.
My dad passed away on November 3, 2020.
When the crematorium came to get my dad, his
prayer shawl went with him. All those prayers said
upon it went with him. My mom passed away on
November 27, 2021. Like my dad she was cremated. She too took with her the prayer shawl from
the church. I thank the congregation of Blooming
Grove United Methodist for all the love and
prayers.

Sara “Sally” Louise
Schueneman-Hesch, age
89, of Janesville, died on February 9, 2022. Sara is the
grandmother of Bobbi
Mathern.
Sara was born in Flint,
Michigan and grew up in
Mankato, where she attended
elementary school before her family moved to Janesville, where she would graduate from high
school in 1950. In 1953, Sara was united in marriage to Gordon Schueneman. Together they had
two daughters and shared 24 years of marriage
before Gordon passed away in 1977. In 1980,
Sara was married to James Hesch and they shared
28 years together until Jim passed away in 2008.
Early on, Sara worked in the welfare office for
Waseca County. Following the death of her husband Gordon, she became a real estate agent to run
Schueneman Realty, a business that he had recently started in Janesville. She continued to have a
successful real estate career until retirement. Later
in life, she worked at Curves for Women in Mankato as a workout coach and trainer, until the age
of 80. She built many great friendships along the
way. Sara's life revolved around music. Sara was
active with the Waseca Chorale and the Janesville
United Methodist Church choir. Throughout her
lifetime, she sang for hundreds of weddings, funerals, anniversaries, and other celebrations. She
was loving and gracious, and was known to go the
extra mile for all. A celebration of Sara's life was
held in June 2022 at the Janesville United Methodist Church, with Pastor Kathy King officiating.

Blooming Grove
Church Council
Meeting –
June 8, 2022
Carolyn Kanne, Board Secretary
In attendance: Brad Spinler, Brad Saufferer, Brian
& Carolyn Kanne, Pastor Kathy & Jerry King,
Judy Mahler, Chery Southworth.
Opening Prayer
Review of February 2022 meeting minutes: no
changes
Financial Report:
Treasurer’s Report: No questions. Brian
moved to accept, Chery seconded. Motion
passed.
Financial Secretary’s Report: All Building
fund money is going to pay down the loan
balance. Brad Saufferer moved to accept,
Judy seconded. Motion passed.
Trustees Report:
Building Projects: The refrigerator should be
here in a week or two. Additional cement has
been added to the parking pad and the septic
issue has been fixed. On average, we should
pump the tank 1 ½ times per year.
Old Business:
Audit: Pastor Kathy has talked to Arlene and
Vanette about consulting with folks here on
this issue. Both are willing to discuss.
Team Reports:
Education & Events: Patti was unable to
attend tonight – no report.
PPRC: Judy reported that they got organized
at their February meeting. Chairmanship rotates, and BG provides the chair this year.
Communication: Judy reported on sending
invitations for the dedication service on 6/26.
The list includes contractors, former pastors,
the Visitor list, the Fish Fry list, and the grant
organizations. The Website and Facebook
page are going strong.
Worship: Baptism of Evelyn Church on the
19th, Dedication Sunday on the 26th.
UMW: Haven’t met.
Tech Team:
Online Giving: Ask Kristin about adding

an option to give to the general budget.
Website: Already addressed above by
Communications Team.
Pastor’s Report:
Celebration of Life Services – 5; Baptisms - 2
Course of Study: 9/18 – 9/23 class will meet inperson in Plymouth. Graduation will be 9/22 at 7pm
Annual Conference: It was interesting and good to
be back in person. They had joy breaks for the
400 attendees. They are allowing LGBTQ+ stories. 3
churches disaffiliated this year. There may be
25 next year. Cindy’s commissioning as deaconess
was celebrated.
Innovation Incubator: Cindy and Karen Olson went
through this process with Pastor Kathy. Their
focus was on how to do something as a 3-point
charge to strengthen the people who are coming
to services. Small groups are working – how to leverage that. We will be having a single worship
service on one Sunday in each church over the summer. Our turn is June, with our dedication service.
Waterville will be in July, Janesville will be in August, and will include a missions presentation.
Worship Team – Dedication:
Schedule has been set
Invited guests were mentioned earlier.
Lunch is being coordinated by Judy and Chery
A volunteer sign-up sheet will be available in church
Offering will go to the hosting church on the Sunday
we have a single service
Memorabilia – we still have cookbooks and plates,
and now mugs, too
Upcoming Events:
 Bible & Brew 7/14
 Fish Fry at Half Pint 7/17
 Johnny Cash Review 8/13 – will need to include food
of some sort
 VBS – Brad Saufferer is looking into it
 Run 4 Loaves, BBQ cookoff – both in September
 Pizza Farm service – first Sunday in October
Missions:
 Love Offering
 School grant application was submitted yesterday. We
are aiming at providing winter clothes.
Cindy is now an appointed deaconess!
Next Meeting Date: September 7th, 7 pm
Meeting Adjourned
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Blooming Grove United Methodist Church
Physical Address:
43089 180th Street, Morristown, MN 55052
(NE corner of Waseca County)
Mail to: P.O. Box 171
Medford, MN 55049-0171
Website: Www.bloominggroveumc.org
Email: bloominggroveumc@gmail.com
Check us out on Facebook!
Pastoral Care and Emergency
and General Pastoral Questions:

Pastor Kathy King
kking5@hickorytech.net
507-382-2483
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Requests for Prayer Chain Email:
Pastor Kathy King at:
kking5@hickorytech.net
Visitor Staff:
Chery Southworth, Visitor Coordinator
26651 Elmore Avenue
Morristown, MN 55052
(507) 339-3534
CherySouth@gmail.com
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Carolyn Kanne, Writer
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Patti Ellingson, Writer
Cindy Saufferer, Writer

If you would rather read your
copy of the Visitor online, (and
in color) check us out at
www.bloominggroveumc.org
To unsubscribe or to be added
to our email distribution list,
contact cherysouth@gmail.com

BLOOMING GROVE
SUMMER FISH FRY V.2
July 17, 4:30—7:00 PM
At
Half Pint Brewing Company
40099 150th Street
Waseca, MN 56093
free w i l l o f f e r i ng
www.bloominggroveumc.org

July 2022
Blooming Grove
Morning Worship ....... 8:15 am

Janesville
Morning Worship 10:45 am

Waterville Evangelical
Morning Worship ...9:30 am
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Vacation Bible School at Waterville EUMC 6:00—8:00 PM
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Looking Ahead
August 13th from

Rice County
Fair

6-8 PM
Mitchell Hall and the
Tennessee Trio - a Johnny
Cash Tribute - at BGUMC

