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Personal Dignity Kits  
for Crisis Care 

 

Each MN UMC is invited to make 
Personal Dignity Kits to send along 
with their representative to Annual Conference.  
These kits will then be delivered to the Midwest Dis-
tribution Center in Illinois, an organization founded/
supported by the United Methodist Church.  Their 
mission:  to show God’s love in a practical way to 
those in need.  Supplies, including Personal Dignity 
Kits, are distributed freely in times of crisis through 
the organization’s trusted partner non-profits 
throughout the US and the world, working with peo-
ple from all places and backgrounds.  In 2022, $7.99 
million of supplies were sent in 299 domestic and 48 
international shipments.  Supplies are prayed over 
multiple times while packed, and prayer cards are in 
each kit.   
 

Now through May 18th:  Collect & Deliver      
Supplies to BGUMC 
Sign up for the materials (and amount) that you will 
donate on the list at the table in the SW corner of the 
sanctuary.  Drop supplies off at the same table.  
Items needed for each Dignity Kit: 
 1 hand towel – no kitchen towels 
 1 washcloth – no dishcloths 
 1 toothbrush – no multipacks, dental office     

logos, or toothpaste 
 1 bar soap – 3-4 oz. 
 1 shampoo – 12-19 oz. 
 1 deodorant – 2-3 oz. (stick, roll-on, or pump) 
 Already 100% Covered:  a $2 cash donation per 

kit for razor & toothpaste (both added by Distri-
bution Center at time of ship-out) and Freezer 
Strength resealable plastic bags for packing 

 

To date, the generous hearts of BGUMC have al-
ready contributed enough supplies to head us toward 
60 complete kits.  Help us meet or exceed that num-
ber!   Watch our Sunday bulletins for updates. 
 

Sunday, May 21st during Sunday School:   
Assemble Kits   
Join in this all-church intergenerational event where 
we will:   
 Assemble all donated supplies into kits  
 Create a personalized prayer card for each kit 

Mission Giving Opportunities:   
April 16—May 21 

 

Each spring, United Methodist clergy and laity from 
across our state gather for Annual Conference, a 
two-day event filled with worship and learning ex-
periences, mission giving opportunities, and time 
for conducting the business of the MN Conference 
of the United Methodist Church (UMC).   
 

We invite you to be part of two mission giving op-
portunities in connection with this year’s Annual 
Conference:  
 Love Offering 
 Personal Dignity Kits for Crisis Care 
 

Our gifts will be presented at Annual Conference 
(May 31 – June 1 in St. Cloud) by Judy Mahler, our 
lay representative.  There, they will be blessed by 
conference delegates and begin their journey to   
distribution.      
  

Thank you, in advance, for bringing hope and     
empowerment to a world in need.  
 

Love Offering 
 

The Love Offering provides the   
opportunity for all MN UMCs to 
work together to bring healing in the 
name and spirit of Jesus. This year’s Love Offering 
will address the growing mental health needs in 
MN, as follows:   
 60% to a grant for MN Conference churches to 

begin or expand a mental health partnership 
project 

 30% to three MN nonprofits engaged in mental 
health education and advocacy: Mental Health 
Connect, Mental Health MN, and MN Associa-
tion for Children’s Mental Health  

 10 % each year goes to Volunteers in Mission 
scholarships, which support first-time mission 
trip participants  

 

To contribute to this special offering:   
By May 21st, please make your check out to 
BGUMC with “Love Offering” in the memo line or 
written on your offering envelope.   



 

  

May 2023 

  6-7 pm  
LAST WV 
Acts 29 for 
the season  

 

7 pm WV 
holds Bible 
Study at Rice 
County Jail 

 

  9:30 am  
Parish Bible 
Study at Cool 
Wave Coffee 
Shop, WV 
7 pm WV 
holds Bible 
Study at Rice 
County Jail 

 

 
 

 

4-6 pm Free 
Diaper Givea-
way at WV 
 
6:00 pm 
Bible Conver-
sations at the 
Brewery 
 

 Confirmation 
Services 

9:30 am WV 
10:45 am BG 

10:45 am 
Cindy Saufferer 
leads morning 
worship 

   
 

7 pm WV 
holds Bible 
Study at Rice 
County Jail 

  

10am—noon 
Diaper Givea-
way at WV 

 9:30 am  
Parish Bible 
Study at Cool 
Wave Coffee 
Shop, WV 
7 pm WV holds 
Bible Study at 
Rice County 

 
 

 

9:45 am Last 
day of Sunday 
School & as-
semble personal 
dignity kits 
10:45 am Grad-
uate Recogni-
tion & Sunday 
School Bible 
Presentations 
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Blooming Grove 
Morning Worship ..... 10:45 am 
Sunday School…….... 9:45 am 

 1 

31    

Janesville  
Morning Worship…..8:15 am 

Waterville Evangelical 
Morning Worship ...9:30 am 

      

    

 

       

       

  June 1     

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Pastor Katy on Vacation 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Pastor’s Day Off 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Katy on Vacation 

MN United Methodist  
Annual Conference in  

St. Cloud.  
 Attendees:  Pastor Kathy, 
Judy Mahler (BGUMC lay 

representative),  
Cindy Saufferer (Deaconess) 

 
Parament Colors 

 

 May 7  White 
 May 14    White 
 May 21    White 
 May 28  Red 



 

Growth 

As I share this May 2023 reflection, the day is chilly again and my soul is longing for warm Spring 

days—not two or three way above average kind of warm days—Spring warmth that entices the tulips 

and daffodils to send forth their blooms. So it is that I’m thinking of growth in this season of Spring.  

Growth is a natural part of God’s creation. Those who garden understand the cycle of planting, grow-

ing, and harvesting. (Those of us with perennial flower gardens lessen the work as the plants naturally 

grow after a rejuvenating winter sleep.) It seems I have a new appreciation for those plants that are 

abundantly fed by God’s skilled Gardener’s hands. We are surrounded by the beauty of God’s work   

in Creation.  

Do we see ourselves as a part of God’s beautiful Creation or do we cringe in feelings of self-doubt   

and recrimination? As one who understands the darkness of self-doubt, it can be difficult to view    

oneself as God’s beautiful handiwork. We have work to do but we have the perfect place to do the 

work—within the safety of the community of Christian fellowship. We can grow within the framework 

of Christ’s church where we can find acceptance, compassion, and grace. In this year that we focus on 

our individual faith journeys, there are others in the community who understand our need to practice 

our Wesleyan grounded “means of grace.” We have parish small group opportunities in our Bible  

Conversations at the Brewery (formerly Brew and Bible) and our bi-monthly Bible Studies at Cool 

Wave (in Waterville). Both are safe places where the conversations are rich and we offer one another  

a time to speak up and be heard. Being a part of the conversation helps us to grow in our Biblical      

understanding while we form friendships that sustain our journeys.  

Another way we gather is in our summer joint worship opportunities. In June (Blooming Grove), July 

(Waterville), and August (Janesville), we will worship as one community with an opportunity for those 

who like to sing a time to gather prior to the service to be the “pop-up” choir for the service. Those 

Sundays will be the last in each respective month. These joint worship opportunities offer each a time 

to get to know others in our Prairie Lakes Parish community and a time to experience the Holy Spirit 

interwoven through the worship.  

It is my hope that each of you knows how valued you are in your church and parish family—and by 

your Pastor. May we grow in love dear friends. Let it be so! 

In His Love,     

         Pastor Kathy 

The righteous will spring up like a palm tree. 
    They will grow strong like a cedar of Lebanon. 

Those who have been replanted in the Lord’s house 
    will spring up in the courtyards of our God. 
They will bear fruit even when old and gray; 

    they will remain lush and fresh. Psalm 92:12-14 



   
  7 Sun 10:45 am Confirmation Service   
  9  Tues   6:00 pm Bible Conversations at Brewery 
10-17        Pastor Kathy on Vacation 
11 Thur     9:30 am Parish Bible Study at Cool  
     Wave Coffee Shop 
14 Sun    10:45 am Cindy Saufferer leads worship 
21   Sun      9:45 am Last day of Sunday School 
     Assemble Personal Dignity Kits 
     10:45 am Graduate Recognition & Sunday 
     School Bible Presentations 
25 Thur    9:30 am Parish Bible Study at Cool  
     Wave Coffee Shop 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Dick & Trudi Fisher on May 14th. 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

March 28,  April 25, 2023 
 

 

General Budget Income                $ 3,375.00 
 

Other Income 
 Cemetery 100.00 
 Easter Flowers 160.00 
 Emma Norton 557.80 
 Food Shelf 100.00 
 Men’s Breakfast 700.00  
  

Total Income $4,992.80  
  

Expenses 
 Pastor’s Salary 1,959.32 
 Workman’s Comp 110.63 
 Telephone 52.82 
 Excel Energy 105.42 
 Sunday School Supplies 270.91 
 Cleaning 142.50 
 Easter Flowers 461.85 
 Plumbing Repair 495.00 
 Emma Norton 547.80 
 Food Shelves 800.00 
 Ruth’s House 100.00 
 Total Paid Out                    $ 5,046.25 
 

        (Net Income:                —    $   

 
Building Addition 

Income 
 Restoration $ 1,075.00 
  

Total Income $ 1,075.00 
  

Expenses 
 Loan Payment   $ 3,505.13 
 

Total Paid Out $ 3,505.13 
 

   (Net Income:                 —  $2,430.13) 
 

 

Restoration Fund Balance $78,306.48 
 

Building Addition Loan      $275,869.26 

 

MAY CALENDAR 
Sunday Worship       10:45 a.m. 
Sunday School           9:45 a.m. 

2 Samantha Lustig 
2 Matt Mullenbach 
2 Taylor Nagel 
2 Lacey Spinler 
6 Carolyn Engebretson 
6  David Kanne 
9 Emery Krell 

9 Addison Poe 
13 Mary Karsten 
16 Tanecka Poe 
18 Michael Janke 
20 Allison Jesse 
24 Brandon Martin 
25 Jim Karsten 
29 Mya Gasner 
29 Brittany Kosel 
31 Cody Yule   

Sunday, June 4 
 

We begin our Prairie Lakes Parish Summer/Fall Wor-
ship Schedule (possible due to the mor e predictable 
and reliable driving conditions for Pastor Kathy dur-
ing these months of the year, June through November 
 
  8:00 AM Online at Prairie Lakes Parish Facebook 
  8:15 AM Blooming Grove UMC 
  9:30 AM Waterville EUMC 
10:45 AM Janesville UMC 

May 31st—June 1st 
 
MN United Methodist Annual 
Conference in St. Cloud.  At-
tendees:  Pastor Kathy, Judy Mahler as BGUMC lay 
representative, Cindy Saufferer as Deaconess.   

 

Celebrate with our 
Confirmation  

Students 
 

On Sunday, May 7th, 
two of our youth will be 
confirmed during morn-

ing worship:  Raelyn Janke and Leighton Nicholson.  
Mike and Allison Janke would like to invite every-
one to stay after church to celebrate our confirm-
ands with food and fellowship in the church entry 
way.  Cold sandwiches, potato salad, chips and   
dessert will be served.   

 



Thank you to members of our Prairie Lakes Parish 
Pop-Up Choir who joined together to sing at the Par-
ish Good Friday Service, hosted by BGUMC. 

 
You’re Invited 

 
Graduation  

Party for Weston 
Janke 

Saturday 
June 3rd 

11 am—3 pm 
 

At his home:  
 

3946 NW 57th Ave 
Owatonna 

Welcome to New Members 
 
On Palm Sunday, April 2nd, we officially welcomed 
Tom & Sherry Wacek and Nicole Wacek as new 
members of our BGUMC congregation!  Please ex-
tend a warm hello and greeting and introduce your-
selves to Tom, Sherry, and Nicole in the weeks 
ahead! 

Congratulations! 
 
 

To Mason Nagel on  
receiving an amazing  

scholarship at the April 11th 
South Dakota State  

University Spring Dairy  
& Food Science Banquet!  

Mason is the son of  
James & Kris Nagel. 

 
 

To Weston Janke, Sen-
ior at Medford High 
School, who received 
his State FFA Degree on 
April 24th – the highest 
award in FFA!  Along 
with working 600 hours 
and making at least 
$2,000 in an ag-related 
business, state degree 
requirements include 
earning the chapter FFA 

Degree, FFA membership for at least 2 years, at least 
360 hours of ag education in high school, participat-
ing in FFA activities above the chapter level, at least 
25 hours of community service, and more.  Weston’s 
supervised experience and his degree were focused 
on working with his dad in their family’s diesel    
repair shop and helping his dad with crop spraying  
in the summer.  Weston is the son of Michael &       
Allison Janke. 

 



                 Endings…… & 

New Beginnings 

      Completion of a field of study, be it High School, 
College, or any other upper level training, results in a 
huge sigh of relief And sense of accomplishment. But 
it’s not just an “ending” – it’s also the opening of new 
doors, new experiences, NEW BEGINNINGS. We 
have several of our church family that we’re eager to 
recognize with a congratulatory pat on the back for 
their educational accomplishments. 
 
H.S. grads:   
 

Weston Janke will be receiving his H.S. diploma 
from Medford H.S. this May. His immediate plans? 
Weston will be working for Janke Farms, especially 
working in the diesel repair shop and farming. 
 

Jackie Mathern will be flipping her tassel the first 
week of June, as she accepts her H.S. diploma from 
Waseca H.S.  The University of Wisconsin, LaCrosse 
campus, will be welcoming her in the fall. Theater and 
creative writing is her college focus.  
 

Devon Danks  (grandson of Chuck & Linda Danks) is 
also accepting his diploma from Waseca H.S. Post 
graduation Devon will be working with Olympic Fire 
Protection. He’ll be an apprentice Sprinkler Fitter in-
staller.       

 

Post-H.S. grads: 
 

Alexia King (granddaughter of Jerry & Kathy) will 
be completing her studies at St. Scholastica this 
spring, having earned her B.S. degree in Athletic 
Medicine. She’ll go on to an internship program at 
Bethany Lutheran College, with all their athletics 
programs, as she works toward her M.S. degree. 
 

Matthew Beck (grandson of Chuck & Linda Danks) 
attended South Central College in Faribault studying 
welding. There he earned his Certificate in Welding 
which consists of TIG, Stick and Wire feed. Job-
shadowing welders through the Work Force Center, 
he subsequently earned a full-time position welding 
for Advanced Coil (Owatonna). Of particular note, 
Matthew was selected, via the Work Force Center, to 
speak to the Senate Committee on Education about 
his experience with the Work Force Center. Thereaf-
ter, he was also requested to speak before the full 
MN Senate. Sharing his WFC experiences before 
these Senate groups, will hopefully aid in funding for 
this avenue of work/career training for students and 
adults. 
 
As we celebrate with this group of young grads, 
let’s not forget to lift them up in our prayers. 
Starting something new is a bit stressful, though 
exciting. The promise of the future before them 
beckons…… 

Left:  Weston Janke, Middle: Jackie Mathern,  
Above:  Alexia King and proud grandparents.  
Photos of Devon Danks and Matthew Beck will 
be posted in the June Visitor. 

Celebration Sunday 

Not only will we be (dare I say “proudly”?) recognizing a young crop of grads, on Sunday 
May 21st we’ll be doing lotsa celebrating!  
Bibles: 3rd grade student Bradley Christesen, (and new to BGUMC older-than 3rd grade) 
Gabe and Will Mullenbach will all be receiving their own Bibles. 

Education: S.S. teachers and substitutes will be given a shout-out. Book study & Bible and 
Brew facilitators, and worship facilitators deserve mentioning. There may be more people 
named who help make our church body who and what we are. You better come and add to the 
celebrating (and help me add to the list if you’ve got someone you want to make sure is men-
tioned). LET’S CELEBRATE!!  Of course there’ll be treats, too, after the service. 



 

Please pray for the following persons and situations 

shared publicly within our community of BGUMC  

 

 Young Kinsley, and her parents, as Kinsley re-

covers from her 24th surgery – and as she faces 

additional surgeries to come. 

 Jim, a friend of Chuck and Linda Danks, who is 

battling leukemia and undergoing chemotherapy. 

 The nephew of Tracie Spinler’s friend, Lavonne.  

He wrestles for the Cornhuskers, and is battling a 

severe bacterial infection that affects the body’s 

soft tissue. 

 Pastor Kathy’s great niece, and all who love and 

cherish her, as she travels her life’s journey.  

 The pet rabbit belonging to the cousins of the 

Mullenbach boys – as this dearly beloved 4-

legged member of their family battles cancer.   

 Rhonda, friend of Nicole Wacek, who is experi-

encing a number of critical medical issues.  

 The family of baby Soren, nephew of Mikayla 

Janke’s boyfriend, who passed away on Easter 

Sunday due to heart complications.  Hold every-

one in Soren’s family in your hearts as they    

journey through this difficult loss.   

 Marlis Mahler’s adult niece, Tamara, of Ft.     

 
 

Collins, CO., who has Down’s Syndrome and the  

early stages of dementia.  Tamara is no longer 

able to live in her own apartment, and the jour-

ney of finding the right fit for a long-term host 

home has been complicated.  On April 20th, 

Tamara, and her kitty, began their stay with a 

new host family – a setting that looks very hope-

ful.  Please continue in prayer for them all.  

 Prayers for David and Jenny Kanne’s brother-in-

law, Brian, and his family and friends.  Brian has 

been diagnosed with kidney cancer.   

 Char Frankenberry’s sister-in-law, Sue, who is 

hospitalized for ongoing medical concerns.  Hold 

Sue’s doctors in prayer as they work toward a 

diagnosis.  

 Prayers for Brandon, the son of Nicole Wacek’s 

friend Annette.  On April 25th, Brandon was  

critically injured in a farm accident.  He is     

hospitalized with multiple broken bones and   

internal injuries – all of which will require many 

surgeries.  Annette has already faced great loss  

in her life.  May God wrap Brandon and all of 

his family in arms of love, and may we wrap 

them all in hearts of prayer.   

 Prayers for Carolyn Kanne’s parents, Ray and 

Ruth, as they deal with Ray’s declining health. 

 All in our faith community who privately hold 

heavy concerns in their hearts and lives.  Help us 

to reflect God’s love and care through our words 

and deeds that they may know BGUMC as a 

place of solace, comfort, trust, and support. 
 

Pastoral Care Visits 
 

A Note from your Prairie Lakes Par-
ish Staff Parish Relations  

Committee (SPRC) 
 

If you would like a pastoral care visit with you in 
your home or care facility, please feel free to reach 
out directly to Pastor Kathy through a phone call, 
text, or email.  (Phone:  507-382-2483, email: 
kking5@hickorytech.net).  Be sure to have a few 
dates and times in mind.  
 

Please note that Pastor Kathy’s Pastoral Care Visit 
Protocol includes the following, as supported by our 
SPRC:  Out of respect for all parties involved, Pastor 
Kathy does not make pastoral care visits unan-
nounced or without prior invitation from the person 
involved (or from their friends or family members, 
on their behalf.) 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Note from Pastor Kathy King: 
Please call or text me if you would   
like me to visit or if there is a prayer 
concern that you prefer to keep       
private.  

 
Prayer Shawl Thanks: 

 
Jim, friend of Chuck and Linda 

Danks, sends word that he is so 

very thankful for the prayer shawl 

that he received from BGUMC. 

 

Warren M. writes:   
 

“Thank you and Blessings to all.  This Prayer 

Shawl is very special to me because of all the pray-

ers that have come with it.  I will be taking it to the 

hospital with me and everytime I have it I will hear 

the power of the prayers.  I will also be thinking of 

everyone at the church.  Thank you for your friend-

ship and love. 

 

 

mailto:kking5@hickorytech.net
mailto:kking5@hickorytech.net


Blooming Grove Church  
Council Meeting   

April 10, 2023 
Carolyn Kanne, Board Secretary 

 

In attendance: Brad Spiner, Brad & 
Cindy Saufferer, Brian & Carolyn 
Kanne, Pastor Kathy & Jerry King, Patti Ellingson, 
Judy Mahler  
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Review of January 2023 meeting minutes: ap-
proved by consensus 
  

Financial Report: 
Treasurer’s Report:  Gave $800 to the Food 
Shelves. Patti moved to accept; Cindy seconded. 
Motion carried. 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Received 
$407.80 for Emma Norton, $250 for the Easter 
Breakfast (also goes to Emma Norton) Cindy 
asked about whether our giving trends have 
changed through covid.  
Brian said things are pretty much on the same 
track as pre-covid. 

 
Trustees Report: 

Brad Saufferer reported that we spent $500 to 
find out that the drain pipe in the kitchen is old 
and falling apart. The trustees will check with 
Dahle’s about replacing the pipe from the out-
side, so we don’t have to tear up the kitchen 
floor. Kirchner’s will be fixing the south window 
with the trim/weather stripping issue. The sod by 
the road out by the cemetery was torn up by the 
grader. Brian will check with the township about 
paying for fixing it. 

 

Old Business:    None 
 
Team Reports: 

2023 Missions:  Judy discussed the Conference 
Love Offering, which this year is directed toward 
expanding mental health resources. Our May of-
fering will go toward the Love Offering. (Motion 
by Cindy, seconded by Patti). 
We plan to ask Nicole Wacek to expand our 
knowledge of Rachel’s Light. 
Bobbie Mathern is interested in doing a mission 
trip. We will keep an eye out for opportunities. 
Another opportunity for Annual Conference is 
assembling Personal Dignity kits (formerly 
known as health kits). We will put this out to the 
congregation and Judy will take them along to 
Annual Conference. We’ll spend the last day of 
Sunday School (May 21) having an intergenera-
tional assembly party. 

 

 Education & Events:  

 The last day of Sunday School will be 
May 21 (see above). 

 Confirmation will be May 7. We have 
two confirmands (Raelyn and Leighton). 

 Patti will be collecting information  
on 3rd graders for Bibles (or others who 

haven’t gotten one elsewhere), graduates, etc. 

 Cindy wondered if we could fly school flags 
for our graduates. Will look into it. 

 
PPRC: 

 A Visitation Statement was created to let peo-
ple know how to obtain Pastoral Care visits 
from Pastor Kathy. 

 BG PPRC meets later this week to work on 
updating our Church Profile. This was re-
quested of all MN United Methodist churches 
by the MN Conference. The profiles serve as a 
helpful resource to our District Superinten-
dents as they work with congregations to un-
derstand their ministry context, signature min-
istries, and unique strengths and values. The 
updated profiles will be very useful to our new 
bishop and new District Superintendents  
coming on board this year. 

 Communication: had some new likes on  Fa-
cebook 

 

Worship: 

 Parish Worship Team: Planning Lent/Easter 
and May through October 

 BG Worship Team: Chancel design for Holy 
Week and Easter 

 Appreciation for our sanctuary acoustics and 
for our organ and piano 

 BG Sunday morning worship time changes in 
June to 8:15 am 

 

UMiF: coordinated the Easter Breakfast. Cindy 
will be leading a Mission U study on the Lord’s 
Prayer 
 
Annual Conference: May 31 – June 1 in St. 
Cloud 

 Attending: Pastor Kathy, Judy as lay delegate, 
Cindy representing her MN UMC Conference 
roles 

 Theme: Encounter, Transform, Respond. The 
Emmaus Experience. 

 Love Offering: to address the growing mental 
health needs in Minnesota 
 60% will fund a new grant that will sup-

port churches that have partnerships with 
mental health services offered in local 

 



schools or communities 
 30% to three MN nonprofits engaged in men-

tal health education and advocacy: Mental 
Health Connect, Mental Health MN, and MN 
Association for Children’s Mental Health. 

 10% each year goes to Volunteers in Mission 
scholarships, which support first-time mission 
trip participants. 

 

Pastor’s Report: 
Reflections/Comments: Joy to see the new fami-
lies attending 
Confirmation update: final gathering and wrap-
up in April. Confirmation is May 7th in all three 
churches. 
Applied for Associate Membership in the con-
ference: This allows Pastor Kathy to retain her 
 credentials after retirement. 
2023 MN UMC Conference Shmita Program  
Update: Leaderwise consultation on Thursday 
Vacation: scheduled for May 10 – May 17 for 
Alexia’s graduation. Cindy will fill in in all three 
churches 

 

Miscellaneous 
2023: January through Easter Recap 
Celebrating both community outreach and BGUMC 
participation in the following ministries – and honor-
ing the many, many BGUMC leaders/coordinators, 
volunteers, and donors involved - and giving thanks 
for the outcomes: 
 Parish Monthly Confirmation Classes 
 Parish Monthly Brew & Bible at Half Pint Brew-

ing Company 
 BG Monthly Prayer Brunch 
 Parish Bi-Weekly Bible Studies 
 BG Epiphany Service “See the Light – Be the 

Light” – retelling stories from The Winter of the 
Big Snow, involving involved 31 children/youth/
young adults/parents/teachers 

 Parish Snowtubing at Camp Omega with 36+ 
snow-tubers and chaperone/watchers (BG led) 

 Parish Lenten Study Group – Questions to God – 
(BG led) 

 BG Lenten Walleye Fish Fry – raising $3,130 for 
the new addition 

 BG Men’s Breakfast – raising $800 for local food 
shelves 

 BG Mardi Gras Fat Tuesday (Skinny Sunday) 
Dinner at Half Pint Brewing Co. 

 BG Lent/Easter Offering to Emma Norton Capital 
Campaign Project – Restoring Waters 

 Parish Holy Week Pop-Up Choirs – (BG led) ➢ 
Parish Holy Week Services – (BG involved in 

planning and coordinating) 
 BG Easter Breakfast 
 
 If anyone feels the need for a conversation on 

disaffiliation, notify Pastor Kathy. 
 Michael Kanne has volunteered to fill the open 

Church Historian role. He plans to try to digit-
ize some of the records. 

 

New Families and Membership 
 3 new members received on Palm Sunday: 

Sherry and Tom Wacek, Nicole Wacek 
 Two more families have indicated interest in 

joining – just working out schedules 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Vacation Bible School: Judy is checking on 
various VBS options. 

 

Next Meeting Date: July 12th , 7 pm 
 

Closing Prayer 
Meeting Adjourned 
 

Church Council Minutes—Continued 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to James & Kris Nagel, of Nagel Sod 
& Nursery, for loaning us the “stone rolled away 

from the tomb” for Easter Sunday morning! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to Carolyn Kanne for creating this 
beautiful Easter Season wall hanging for our 

South Addition! 



CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED to: 
Box 171,  Medford, MN 55049 

 
 
 

          

  

May 2023 

 

The•Blooming•Grove•Visitor 
Since 1936 

 

Blooming Grove United Methodist Church 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 171 

Medford, MN  55049-0171 
Physical Location: 

43089 180th Street, Morristown, MN 55052 
(NE corner of Waseca County) 

 

Website:  Www.bloominggroveumc.org 
Email:  bloominggroveumc@gmail.com 

Check us out on Facebook! 
 

Pastoral Care and Emergency  
and General  Pastoral Questions:   

 
 

Pastor Kathy King 
kking5@hickorytech.net 

507-382-2483 

If you would rather read your 
copy of the Visitor online, (and 
in color) check us out at  
www.bloominggroveumc.org  
 
To unsubscribe or to be added 
to our email distribution list, 
contact cherysouth@gmail.com  

 

Requests for Prayer Chain Email:   
 Pastor Kathy King at: 
kking5@hickorytech.net 

 
 

Visitor Staff:  
Chery Southworth, Visitor Coordinator 

26651 Elmore Avenue  
Morristown, MN 55052 

(507) 339-3534   
CherySouth@gmail.com 

Judy Mahler, Editor 
Carolyn Kanne, Writer 
Brad Saufferer, Writer 
Patti Ellingson, Writer 

Cindy Saufferer, Writer 

      

 
 

        

Join Us 
 

If you are interested in  
becoming a  member of  
Blooming Grove UMC,  

see Pastor Kathy. 

Thanks to everyone who donated   
flowers to adorn the altar for Easter.   

 

Dave & Sheryl Brisel 
       In Memory of Charlie & Berniece Brisel  
 In Memory of John & Margaret Schmidt 
 In Memory of Betty Koppin 
Chuck & Linda Danks  
 In Memory of Family 
Jerry & Patti Ellingson 
 In Memory of Bill and Marvyl Patton 
 In Memory of Ruby & Luther Ellingson 
 In Memory of Frew Swanson 
Char Frankenberry  
 In Memory of John & Annabelle Powell 
 In Memory of Richard Powell 
Brian & Carolyn Kanne 
 In Memory of Grandparents 
Faye Kanne  
 In Memory of Harold Kanne 

LeAnn Kanne 
 In Memory of Harold Kanne 
Carol Karsten  
 In Memory of Don Karsten  
 In Memory of Cindy Karsten 
 In Memory of Kenny Karsten 
Jerry & Kathy King 
 In Memory of Dee Bruce 
Justin, Kristin, Leah, Kaylee & Emery Krell 
 In Memory of Robert & Joyce Krell 
Bonnie Lima 
 In Memory of Mario Lima 
 In Memory of Jess & Nora Saufferer 
Keith & Shelley McColley 
 In Memory of Clayton & Marlene McColley 
 In Memory of Glenn & June McColley 
Brad & Cindy Saufferer 
 In Memory of Dan & Marge Cartmill 
 In Memory of Danny Cartmill 
Jim & Chery Southworth  
 In Memory of Roger & Glorene Southworth  
 In Memory of LaVern & Vida Wendt 
Brad and Tracie Spinler 
 In Memory of Harold and Eleanor Saufferer 
 In Memory of Harold and Leona Minske 
 In Memory of Marissa Spinler 
Nicole Wacek 
 In Memory of Grandparents 
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